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Neale Fong 
President 

from 10 September 2018 

Sam Modica 
Club Director 

from 10 September 2018  

Paul Murray 
Club Director 

from 10 September 2018 

Ross Kelly 
Vice President 

from 10 September 2018  

Jimmy Caffieri 
Club Director 

from 10 September 2018 

Peter Cutler 
Club Director 

from 14 December 2016  

Scott Ballem 
President 

from 14 December 2016  
until 10 September 2018 

Club Director 
until 3 October 2018 

Russell Ellen 
Club Director 

from 14 December 2016 
until 24 July  2018 

Chris Erikson 
Club Director 

from 14 December 2016  
until 10 September 2018 

Richard Homsany 
Club Director 

from 14 December 2016  
until 10 September 2018 

Rob Hunt 
Club Director 

from 14 December 2016  
until 10 September 2018 

 

Rob Jackson 
Vice President 

from 14 December 2016  
until 10 September 2018 
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CLUB STAFF

Add advertisement

DISTRICT STAFF

Community Development Manager  
Andrew Ridley 
 
Clubs & Competitions Team Leader 
Callum Warner 
 
Development Officers 
Wesley Moran / Andrew O’Brien 
 
Districts Administrator 
Kathy Monck 

 
Talent Operations

Coordinator 
Michael O'Day 

General Manager 
Football Operations 

Steve Trewhella 

Football Coordinator 
Anthony Donetta 
from 6 March 2018 

 
Talent Development  

Manager 
Casey Haw 

General Manager  
Commercial Operations  

Roy Depczynski 
from 25 January 2018 

Chief Executive Officer 
Linda Hamersley  

from 26 February 2018 

 
 

Facility and Functions  
Coordinator 

Chisato Larment  
from 22 May to 9 October 2018 

Coach Coordinator 
Wesley Moran 
 
Community Engagement Coordinator 
Adam Cockie 
 
Community Development Officer  
James Sheehan-Nel 
 
Footy Fundamentals Administrator 
Michael O’Brien 

Administration Officer 
Tracy Venner 

from 6 March 2018 
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COACHING STAFF

Add advertisement

Senior Coach........................................ 
Assistant Coach (League).................. 
Assistant Coach (League).................. 
Assistant Coach (League).................. 
Head of Development/ 
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Assistant Coach (Reserves)............... 
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Ruck Talls Coach................................ 
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15s Development Squad 
14s A Head Coach................................. 
14s B Head Coach................................ 
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S&C Coach (Senior)............................ 
S&C Coach (Colts).............................. 
S&C Coach (Development)............. 
S&C Intern............................................ 
S&C Intern............................................ 

SUPPORT STAFF 

Match Day Runner (Colts)......... 
Match Day Runner (Colts)......... 
Les Fong 16s Runner................... 
Les Fong 16s Runner.................. 
Time Keeper (League)................ 
Time Keeper (Reserves)............. 
Time Keeper (Colts).................... 
Scoreboard Attendant................. 
Property Manager........................ 
Club Chaplin/Player Welfare... 
Player Welfare (Colts)................. 
Club Doctor................................... 
Trainer............................................ 
Trainer............................................ 
Trainer............................................ 
Trainer............................................ 
Trainer............................................ 
Trainer............................................ 
Trainer............................................ 
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Head Trainer................................ 
Senior Trainer............................... 
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Trainer............................................ 
Trainer............................................ 
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Water Carrier................................ 
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Photographer................................ 
Photographer................................ 
Match Day Reporter................... 
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Ground Announcer..................... 
VIP Car Park Supervisor............ 
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Ticketing Supervisor..................  
Ticketing Attendant...................  
Gate Supervisor...........................  
Function Host...............................  
Food & Beverage Attendant..... 
Cheerleader Coordinator.........  

Bill Monaghan 
Jason Salecic 
Craig Smoker 
Joe Comande 
 
Blake Arnold 
Todd Martin 
Phil Johnson 
Chris Keunen 
Ryan Lasscock 
Mick Pannell 
Ash McKeown 
Thomas Moscarda 
Bruce Bennett 
Luke Tedesco 
Ray Bartholomew 
Steve Hazell 
Brad Kenney 
Ash McKeown 
Steve Hazell  
Craig Wilson 
Steve Hazell 
Craig Wilson 
Ben Horgan 
Aaron Judge 
Wesley Moran 
Corey Green 
Bryce Williamson 
Nhat Vu 
Chantelle King 
Reynton Laird 

Physiotherapist (Senior).................... 
Physiotherapist (Colts)....................... 
Bench Coach (League)....................... 
Bench Coach (Reserves).................... 
Bench Coach (Colts)........................... 
Recruiter................................................ 
Team Manager (League)................... 
Team Manager (Reserves)................ 
Team Manager (Colts/Talent)......... 
Yilgarn Manager.................................. 
Match Day Statistician (League)...... 
Match Day Statistician (Reserves)... 
Match Day Statistician (Colts).......... 
Match Day Runner (League)............ 
Match Day Runner (League)............ 
Match Day Runner (Reserves)......... 
Match Day Runner (Reserves)......... 

Aaron Thomas 
Nathan Stephens 
Craig Anderson 
Gavin Lambert 
Paul Cox 
Ross Parker 
Vic Carbone 
Bruce Gaskin 
Chris Erikson 
Paul Reid 
Chad Harding 
Luigi Da'Damo 
Jay Carroll 
Ryan Fong 
Matthew Dobson 
Brett Raponi 
Dan Shadbolt 
 

Jason Todd 
Bruce Bennett 
Adam Radici 
Anthony Tsilikis 
Trent Chisolm 
Andrew Clarke 
Kaleb Erikson 
Lance Catchpole 
Ray Garcia 
Dan Shadbolt 
Dan Hunt 
Dr Greg Smith 
Maddy Simon 
Shanae Malpass 
Daniel Kermode              
Gavin Donaldson 
Tom Murphy 
Montana John-Furnace 
Travis Galvin 
Bart De Vita 
Jade O’Callaghan 
Alex Styan 
Brandon Lansdown-Goodman 
Tiana Raphael 
Emilee Erikson 
Tanika Munckton 
Andrew Collett 
Brett Dyke 
Cameron Branch 
Kaleb Erikson 
Belinda Taylor 
Dan White 
Matt Beilken 
Darryl Kent 
Tony Hristianopoulos 
Brad Nice 
Tayla Divitini 
Louis Zampogna 
Lucy Hristianopoulos 
 
Jacob Hristianopoulos 
David Adler 
Julia Storey 
Evi Adler 
Andrea Lewis 
Laura Shields 
Renae O’Neil 

Football Clubs do not survive without the tireless
efforts of our coaches, support staff and volunteers. 

We thank all of you for Season 2018.
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The WPFC is the oldest club in
WA football .  It ’s won the second
highest number of WAFL  
premierships and has one of the
greatest traditions in WA football
history. 
 
The names of our great legends
stand out, including: Harold Boyd,
the 2nd Sandover Medalist in
1922;Stan ‘Popsy’ Heal; Brian
Foley (who won the Sandover
Medal in the year I was born in
1959);Polly Farmer, games record
holders; Bill  Dempsey, Mel
Whinnen, Les Fong, Alan Watling;
latter-day heroes like John
Dimmer, Robbie West,  Paul Mifka
Darren Harris and current stars
like Aaron Black. And of course,
my fellow colleague and vice
president Ross Kelly 1960
premiership player, 6th in the
Sandover that year and inaugural
Dockers Chairman. 
 
This great club was on the brink of
extinction in mid-2018. As a
former West Perth district junior
(Nollamara JFC), Colts captain
(1978),  league player (1985-86) and
board director (1992-93),  I  like
many people was confused as to
how a great club like ours could
get into this position.  And
everyone, our members and fans
who love the club deserve answers.
The new board which was
appointed in September of this
year is still  unravelling much of
that.  We have inherited a situation
not of our making, and we are
disappointed that many creditors
will  lose significant amount of
money.   

This is not the West Perth way,
and for that we apologise. Our task
is to ensure it doesn’t happen
again. We will  learn the lessons
from the past and changes will
occur. But the main message from
our board is this:  UNITED WE
STAND. DIVIDED WE FALL.
TOGETHER WE CAN.  
 
The Club acknowledges the state
government and other significant
groups who agreed for the Deed of
Company Arrangement (DOCA) to
enable the club to survive. 
 
Phil Jackson the legendary coach
of the Chicago Bulls talks about
the great Michael Jordan. Jordan
was the NBA’s top scorer in his
first 6 seasons and by far the best
player in the league. But he’d
never won a title.  “A great player
can only do so much on his own”,
Jackson would say. He quoted the
poet Rudyard Kipling repeatedly
to the team: The strength of the
pack is the wolf and the strength
of the wolf is the pack. When
Jordan retired in 2003, he had
won six championship titles and
was voted MVP in all  those finals.
He achieved individual and team
success. 
 
So, the simple message is this.  For
the WPFC to remain great,  and to
get off the canvas, it  requires
everyone – our legends, members,
supporters,  sponsors, players,
support staff,  older Cardie die-
hards and young Falcon fans – to
unite and come together.   
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Over the next 12 months we need
you now more than ever before.
The club has been given a
reprieve, a chance, to get its off-
field act together. We have
immediately engaged with our
sponsors and will  treat them as
partners to maximise the mutual
benefit.   
 
And we will  reinvigorate and work
hard at our district level,  where we
already have thousands of boys
and girls involved, to ensure they
become an enduring part of the
club’s current and future story.  
 
In the longer term we will  look to
forming a future fund with
separate trustees, which through
wise investment will  hopefully
provide a better financial base for
operational and strategic
activities.  
 
I  am confident our new board in
their portfolios, comprising Ross
Kelly (Vice President),  Sam
Modica (Finance),  Peter Cutler
(Football) ,  Jim Caffieri
(Sponsorship),  Paul Murray
(Communications) and Brett
Raponi (Membership),  will  work
hard and long to gather as many
people to assist in our journey
forward.   
 
 

I  acknowledge the great work by
so many people in our Women’s
teams (Dave Burton),  Past Players
and Officials,  the Talent
Development pathways (Chris
Erikson) and workers at the
District level.  All of these and
many unnamed wonderful
volunteers make the West Perth
Football Club live, and we look
forward to their continuing
involvement  
 
Looking back, congratulations
must go to our former senior
coach Bill  Monahagn and his
coaching and support team for
Season 2018. To get to a Grand
Final in the circumstances was
remarkable. As a 10-year, record-
making coach the club salutes Bill .
 
To our new CEO Linda Hamersley
who took the reins in February of
this year and steered the ship
through unbelievably turbulent
waters along with her very small
band of staff members and
volunteers, thank you. 
 
To Geoff Valentine our new senior
coach and Football chief Steve
Trewhella,  and all  the returning
and new players and staff,  our
members are excited about the
enjoyment and success that you
will bring us in the coming year. 
 
To all  West Perth followers,
sponsors and members, the Board
wishes to reiterate its grateful
thanks for sticking with our great
Club. We are excited about the
2019 Season and confident that we
have a secure and strong future
before us. But we need you on
board, as part of the Falcons Team
in 2019. 

www.westperthfc.com.au page 9 
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This is a "work in progress" and we
will  continue to work in this
regard during the upcoming
season.  
 
On a pleasing note, as we neared
the end of the Club’s financial
year, we were granted a Liquor
Licence, which puts us in a good
position to start the new season. 
 
CLUB MANAGEMENT  
 
The Club’s management
completely changed this year with
all staff being appointed between
November 2017 and May 2018.  
 
The staffing structure was created
to cater for the changing face of
our business,  in that we now have
a state-of-the-art facility to run
and what comes with that is
maintenance planning and staff
rostering around functions and
events.   
 
Despite the steep learning curve,
our new team managed to deliver
nine President’s Luncheons (one
of which included a Mel Whinnen
special memorabilia auction),  the
AFL Players Panel Lunch and
Auction, along with a number of
other club-based activities.  This
would not have been possible
without the assistance and
guidance of the great people who
work around the Club. 
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Reflecting on 2018, there is no
doubt it  has been a watershed year
for the Club with many challenges
faced. Significant events this year
included: moving into our new
facility; welcoming a new
management team; entering
Voluntary Administration; and,
despite the off-field turmoil,
reaching the WAFL Grand Final.  
 
NEW FACILITY  
 
Our new facility was officially
opened on Saturday, 4 November
2017 by Sport & Recreation
Minister, Mick Murray. The staff
moved in on 20 December 2017
but it  has not all  been smooth
sailing. 
 
A burst water pipe in late February
(my first day on the job) caused
considerable damage to the first-
floor ceiling, reception and
theatre areas. Given it was two
weeks before hosting the JLT
Dockers v Eagles match, this
caused considerable disruption to
our preparations.  
 
We promptly rectified the
problems and successfully opened
the facility for the JLT match, and
our first game day activities.  Over
the course of the season, we
learned much about what worked
and what didn’t with regard to
Club activities.  We know there is
still  much to be done to make the
facility feel like the home of the
West Perth Falcons.   
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VOLUNTARY ADMINISTRATION 
 
The most significant event to occur
this year was the Board's decision to
enter into Voluntary Administration.
This decision was not made lightly
and came after exploring all  options
for obtaining a loan from the West
Australian Football Commission.  
 
On 24 July, KordaMentha were
appointed as Administrators with the
first Creditor’s Meeting being held
on 3 August 2018. At the Second
(Reconvened) Creditor’s Meeting on
4 September 2018, KordaMentha
proposed a Deed of Company
Arrangement (DOCA) which
estimated unsecured creditors would
receive 4 cents in the dollar and staff
superannuation and entitlements at
100 cents in the dollar.  The creditors
voted to accept the DOCA, rather
than liquidate the organisation. On
14 September, the Administration
officially ended.  
 
As I am preparing this report for the
membership, there are still  loose
ends to be finalised with the
Administrators,  but the Club is
operating out of Administration and
the powers of the Board have been
restored. 
 
FALCONS FIGHTING FUND 
 
Clubs survive on their loyal
volunteers and supporters.  West
Perth was not in short supply of
generous supporters when we
reached out and asked for donations
to ensure the Club could continue to
operate post Administration.  
 
I  would like to extend the gratitude
of the Club to each and every person
who donated to our Falcons Fighting
Fund.  
 
Look out for the new “Falcons
Fighting Fund Honour Board” when
you visit the Club in the upcoming
season, where donors’ names will  be
displayed as a permanent reminder
of their support to the Club in such
a troubling time. New contributors
will  have their names included on
the Honour Board. 

GRAND FINAL 
 
With all  the distractions in and around
the Club during the year, our players
took up the challenge and did what
they needed to do, which is perform
on the park, and they made it through
to the Grand Final.  Each and every
player should be proud of their
achievement.  
 
What an opportunity to be the first of
the two WAFL Clubs to play at the new
Optus Stadium. Of course, the players
didn’t do this on their own and every
support person should be
acknowledged and thanked for the
part they contributed during the
season. 
 
 
FUTURE CHALLENGES 
 
The coming years will  be telling for
the Club.  
 
Our primary challenge is to not
become complacent. The Club is not
in a strong financial position, yet,  and
we need everyone around the Club to
assist in every way they can to
contribute to making the Club
financially strong again.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
 
In closing, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the outgoing
Board Members who supported me
while uncovering the Club’s
precarious financial situation.  
 
To the new Board Members, who have
taken up the mantle of ensuring the
Club can become financially
sustainable into the future, I look
forward to working with you.  
 
The Club’s staff have formed a close-
knit team and we have worked to
support each other and I thank them
for their contribution in a difficult
environment. 
 
Being new to the football industry, I
would also like to thank all  those who
have guided me through the course of
my first season with the Club, your
generous support is much appreciated. 
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Ensure compliance requirements
with the VenuesWest lease 
Develop Emergency Management
Plan 
Develop Personal Emergency
Evacuation Plan 
Develop Risk Management Plan

 

In 2018 the West Perth Football
Club assumed operational
management of new $8.1m
facilities in Joondalup. As a venue
the facility hosted more than
22,000 patrons across match day
and non-match day content in its
first year. 
 
This included the Fremantle
Dockers AFL pre-season game, the
City of Joondalup Staff
Conference, a diverse range of
corporate and community
functions and Falcons home finals.
 
It  was a testing start to the year
with the building's Level 1 ceiling
collapsing due to a burst water
pipe just two weeks prior to the
venues first piece of significant
content. Repairs and cleaning were
completed in time with operations
recommencing in March. 
 
A key focus throughout the year
was establishing venue operations
and ensuring the Club's
compliance with key stakeholders,
VenuesWest and the City of
Joondalup, were met and public
facility regulations adhered to. 

2018's KEY ACTIVITIES 
 
Compliance  

Submit application
documentation to Racing Gaming
& Liquor 
Secure permanent licence for
WPFC 

Draft and implement event
management and delivery
processes required to manage a
large facility 
Conduct staff and volunteer
training and season inductions

Liquor Licence  

Create supply agreements  
Establish stock ordering systems
and management 
Set up digital stock management
and control   
Coding of Point of Sales (POS)
and development of reporting
systems 
Set up of membership database
and link to POS 
Set up of merchandise and online
store integration 

Operations 

Event Planning    
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With the Club operating in a new
environment and having not
operated its own facility for more
than 25 years, the key activities
above were ground up
development projects.   
 
Commercially this year was
challenging with the facility ill-
prepared to commence trade at
commissioning and handover. An
absence of operating plans, liquor
licence, and a downturn in the
market diverted resources in
quarters one and two.  Furthering
to the issues, the Club was unable
to be competitive in the function’s
marketplace initially due to
ongoing issues and lack of
capacity with the Audio-Visual
build in the facility which was
found to be below a standard
required by the functions market.    
 

The announcement of the Club
entering into Voluntary
Administration and the associated
publicity caused concern from
local business regarding brand
association to the Club and
resulted in cancelled bookings and
reduced interest in the hireable
facilities.  
 
An upgrade to the facility Audio
Visual System was made in August
after VenuesWest agreed with the
Club’s business case and allocated
over $35,000 to make the system
fit-for-purpose.  
 
With the operations and facility
set up complete, a new
commercial strategy is in place for
2019, ensuring we continue to
focus on areas of greatest revenue
including delivering business
opportunities that optimise
facility usage, commercial
partnerships, outsourced catering
services and generally maximising
financial returns for WPFC. 

page 13 www.westperthfc.com.au



FIGHTING FUND

DONORS

The West Perth Football Club appreciates the

generous support of the many donors who helped

save our club this year. 

 

A sincere thank you to these Falcon's Fighting Fund

sponsors:
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PLATINUM
SUPPORTERS

GOLD
SUPPORTERS

SILVER
SUPPORTERS

Garry Allison 
Andrew Anderton and Judy O'Donnell 
Glen Anthony 
Life Members Association 
Maureen Ballem 
Anthony Ballem 
Blakers Family 
Booker Family 
Vic Carbone 
Valerio Conetta 
Dominish Family 
Russell Ellen 
David Elsegood 
Tony Fairhead 
Pearce Family 
Whinnen Family 

Shane Fitzsimmons 
Sam Foti 
Phil and Denise Hanna 
Neil and Wendy Harrison 
William John Hart 
Geoff Hendriks 
Brent and Kerri Howard 
Shane Howard 
Carmel James 
Ross and Leith Kelly 
John Lane 
Paul Lucas Electrical Services  
MME Electrical  
John Mattacks 
John Millane 
John Mistilis 
Peter Mundy 

Terry O'Neill 
Steve and Tracey Penwill 
Keith Plozza 
Andrija Radonjic 
Joseph Salecic 
Kylie Saunders 
Barry Scoffern 
Steve Stephan 
Peter Stewart 
Ric Toovey 
Steve and Natalie Trewhella 
Jay van Berlo 
Alan Watling 
Tim Wills 
Yanchep District JFC  

Andrew Anderton and Judy O'Donnell 
Rob Jackson 
Kevin Stewart 

Scott and Rochelle Ballem 
Dennis Cometti 
Peter and Nicole Cutler 
Jacqueline Dodd 
Andrew Strjk 
Basil Zempilas 

Terry and Carol Bick & Family 

FIGHTING FUND

HONOUR BOARD

The Club extends sincere gratitude to each and every  
person who donated in our hour of desperate need.   

 
Thank you.

Acknowledging the generous support of these people and organisations.

BRONZE 
SUPPORTERS



Millennium Falcons 

Season 2018 

 

Daniel Avery 

Carol Bick 

Chris Brockwell 

Russell Ellen 

Diana Homsany 

Laura Homsany 

Simon Homsany 

Alexander Homsany 

Richard Homsany 

Robert Jackson 

Darrell Kent 

Warrick Kent 

John Lane 

WEST PERTH 
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MEMBERSHIP
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Platinum Falcons 

Season 2018 

 

Andrew Anderton 

Peter Baehnisch 

Frank Bempasciuto 

Glenn Black 

Tony Calogero 

Brett Cousins 

Robert Craker 

Barry Davis 

Scott Fletcher 

Peter Godfrey 

Andrew Gorton 

Kim Hunter 

Allan Jobling 

Judith Jobling 

Dick Kagi 

John Kalajzic 

Peter Kambouris 

Peter Keunen 

Shane Logan 

Gregory Maszniew 

John Mistilis 

Harry Mitchell 

Daniel Neretlis  

Judy O'Donnell 

Anthony Palassis 

Terry Rodda 

Derek Scott 

Harry Wykstra 

The West Perth Football club appreciates the committed

support of our loyal, passionate and faithful

members. Membership grew again in season 2018 and we are

fortunate to be surrounded by such fantastic supporters. 
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Anderton Accounting 
Ballem Civil 
BDO 
Cardinals Lawyers 
Century 21 Gold Key Realty 
Commodore Cabinets 
CPR Electrical 
Dimond Building Trades 
Foti's Spray Painting 
Freeway Electrical 
Golf Car World 

WEST PERTH 
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YEARBOOK 2018

CORPORATE 

CLASSIC 
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The West Perth Football club wishes to acknowledge all  

2018 Corporate Classic entrants and thank them for their continued

support. 

 

Help Me 24/7  t/a JAK 
Kevrek Australia 
Major Motors 
MMEM 
Palfinger 
Patersons Securities 
REA 
Scarfo's Meating Place 
The Agency 
Total 4 x 4 
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MAJOR PARTNERS

MAJOR SPONSORS

CLUB SPONSORS
Anderton Accounting 
Clarkson Holden 
Community News 
Grand Cinemas 
Joondalup Weekender 
Major Motors Izuzu 
Perth Stripes and Signs 
WA Stage School

SPONSORS

Acknowledging the generous support of our 2018

partners in the West Australian Football League. 
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MEN'S

FOOTBALL

Steve Trewhella

Casey Haw
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The 2018 season produced strong on-field results from our Senior Football
program. The performance of our club is thanks to the leadership and
management both on and off the field and the result of some key initiatives and
tough decisions from the 2017 football review and the club's strategic planning.
The 2018 season was highlighted by: 

Moving into our new state-of-the-
art football facility at Joondalup
Arena. 
The appointment of Aaron Black as
Club Captain with Luke Meadows
and Blake Wilhelm as Vice
Captains. 
Club legend Mel Whinnen inducted
into the AFL Hall of Fame. 
Bill  Monaghan coaching his 200th
Senior WAFL game for the Club on
WA Day against East Perth.
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Jay Van Berlo and Chris Keunen
playing their 200th games of senior
football and being inducted into the
WAFL 200 Club.
West Perth defeating East Perth in
Round 20 to retain the Polly Farmer
Shield.
Six players making their league
debut’s for the club.
Andrew Strijk and Tyler Keitel
winning Bernie Naylor Medal’s as the
league’s leading goal kickers.
Our Reserves team finishing 4th and
playing finals football .  
The League team’s Preliminary Final
victory against South Fremantle at
Fremantle Oval after losing to the
same team by 98 points two weeks
earlier.  
The League team playing in the first
Grand Final at the new Optus
Stadium. 
Nathan Murray and Alec Johnson
being named in the WAFL Colts
Team of the Year. 
Aaron Black winning his second
Breckler Medal for his outstanding
season, Dylan Yem winning the Ennis
Medal and Alec Johnson winning the
Dominish Medal.  



RESERVES 

 

Former player Blake Arnold also returned to the Club as the Head of Development and

Reserves Coach. Blake coupled with new Assistants Todd Martin and Phil Johnson focussed

their expertise in preparing the younger players for Senior football. The specialised attention

that they were able to deliver as part of the development program resulted in the progression

of six players making their league debut’s as well providing growth and improvement across

the entire senior program. 

WEST PERTH  
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COACHING
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Bill Monaghan Jason Salecic Craig Smoker Joe Comande

Blake Arnold Todd Martin

LEAGUE 

 

2018 provided Senior Coach, Bill Monaghan, the opportunity to coach his 200th game at the

West Perth Football Club with a victory over arch rivals East Perth on WA Day. Bill completed

his 10th and final season having coached the Club for 213 WAFL games and 5 Foxtel Cup

matches. The Club sincerely thanks Bill for his dedication and service to the club over the last

decade. 

 

Former Club Captain Jason Salecic returned to the Club to join the coaching panel as the

Forwards Coach. Under Jason’s tutelage our forward line became one of the most dangerous in

the competition and a headache for opposition coaches. Jason joined Craig Smoker (Midfield)

and Joe Comande (Backs) as Assistant Coaches and all did an admirable job across the season

which resulted in the team finishing Runners-up to Subiaco. 

Phil Johnson



COLTS 

 

Ryan Lasscock led the Colts for the second

season and we can confidently say we had a

successful year being competitive in all

games besides two. The Colts defeated

every team at least once with the exception

of Peel Thunder and defeated eventual

premiers Subiaco by 59 points. The Colts

were well in the mix for a finals berth right

up until the second last game of the season.

The additional funding and resourcing

provided by the WAFC enabled the Colts

program to attract quality and experienced

coaches to assist Ryan. This team included

Mick Pannell (former Subiaco Colts Coach),

Ash McKeown (former Ocean Ridge AFC

League Coach), Thomas Moscarda (State 15s

School Boys Assistant Coach), Bruce

Bennett (Skills Coaching) and Paul Cox

(Bench Coach). It was pleasing to see that

three players in Tom O’Donnell, Tom

Medhat and Nathan Murray all finished the

season playing Senior football. 

 

LES FONG 16s SQUAD 

 

The appointment of former Club Captain

Luke Tedesco as the Head Coach was a

really positive one. Luke was able to bring

together the likes of past players such as

Anthony Tsilikis, Ray Bartholomew and

Adam Radici as well as quality development

coaches Ash McKeown, Steve Hazell, Bruce

Bennett, Craig Wilson and Brad Kenney to

deliver a really successful program.  

 

Winning two games and being competitive

in the other three, Luke and his team really

got the most out of their players and closed

the gap between Community Junior

Football and our Colts program. 
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Results aside, the program saw the players

exposed to an elite football environment and

allowed for the growth and maturity of the

players who represented the West Perth

Football Club in a professional manner. Of

note was the elevation of three players into the

Colts program throughout the year. 

 

DEVELOPMENT SQUADS 

 

We would like to acknowledge Steve Hazell,

Craig Wilson and Ben Horgan along with their

support staff who did a fantastic job with our

14s and 15s Development Squads. The results

both on and off the field were really pleasing

it was the smoothest run Development

Program in recent years.  

Ryan Lassock

Luke Tedesco



FACILITY 

 

We commenced the 2018 calendar year with the

excitement of moving into our new state-of-the-art

football facility. This allowed our football program to

have arguably the best facility in the WAFL that

includes a first-class gymnasium, state of the art

lecture theatre, medical room and player facilities.

Additionally, the upstairs function centre has

delivered to the Club a place we can call home and

truly be proud of. 

 

With the new facility in place it also allowed our

Colts program to have their own space including the

existing home change rooms, gymnasium and lecture

theatre.  

 

STRENGTH & CONDITIONING  

– ATHLETIC INSTITUTE 

 

We welcomed Corey Green and his company the

Athletic Institute to manage our Strength &

Conditioning program across the entire Club. Corey

is an outstanding character and highly regarded as a

leader in his field. Corey headed up the Senior

Program and was joined by Bryce Williamson who

managed the Colts and Nhat Vu who provided

strength and conditioning to the development

squads. The team at Athletic Institute provided

individualised programs for each player aimed at

improving their overall strength and fitness and

preparing our current and future players for league

football. 

 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 

 

We welcomed two new Physiotherapist’s to the Club

in 2018. Aaron Thomas and Nathan Stephens were

able to provide outstanding care to their respective

player groups through both injury prevention,

treatment and rehabilitation. Coupled with our S&C

staff they were both critical in the delivery in the

fitness and strength of our players throughout the

season. 
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Corey Green



Aaron Black joined elite company when he was announced Captain of the West Perth Football

Club for 2018. Joining him in the leadership team were Luke Meadows and Blake Wilhelm as

Vice Captains. All three men exhibited strong work ethic, unquestionable spirit and leadership

qualities that ensured our player group delivered a brand of football that consistently stood up

against most of the competition. 
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LEADERSHIP
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Aaron Black 
CAPTAIN

In the Colts, Tom Medhat was named Captain and he was supported by Vice Captains Tom

O’Donnell, Jack Burke, Nathan Murray, Ryan Hudson, Jaxon Prior and Jack Kermod who all

formed part of the leadership group. 

Luke Meadows 
VICE CAPTAIN

Blake Wilhelm 
VICE CAPTAIN

Tom Medhat 
CAPTAIN

Tom O'Donnell 
VICE CAPTAIN

Jack Burke 
VICE CAPTAIN

Nathan Murray 
VICE CAPTAIN

Ryan Hudson 
VICE CAPTAIN

Jack Kermode 
VICE CAPTAIN

Jaxon Prior 
VICE CAPTAIN



SENIOR

COACH'S 

REPORT

Bill Monaghan
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2018 certainly proved to be a
challenging year but one where the
playing group kept rising to those
challenges. I  was extremely proud of
both the players and coaching staff’s
ability to remain focussed and
continue to put in outstanding
performances come game day. 
 
The side was superbly led by first
year captain Aaron Black with great
support from his deputies Luke
Meadows and Blake Wilhelm. Not
only did they lead the group well but
all  3 were outstanding in taking their
own games to another level.  Their
professionalism, unity and relentless
pursuit of excellence was matched by
all players who represented this great
club in trying times. 
 
After an extremely poor Qualifying
Final,  the turnaround to win the next
two finals including revisiting the
port to qualify for another Grand
Final appearance was nothing short
of outstanding and something we all
should be proud of. 
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Whilst the margin on Grand Final day
was far from flattering the playing
group should be extremely proud of
their achievements and should reflect
fondly of the season. 
 
Of course, I can’t do my job without
the support of many fine people and I
would like to thank the senior coaching
group of Craig Smoker, Joe Comande
and Jason Salecic for their expertise
and commitment but also for the great
friendship and laughs we had on the
way. 
 
We made significant changes to our
development program in 2018 and
through the hard work of our Head of
Development Blake Arnold and his able
assistants Todd Martin and Phil
Johnson they provided the
opportunities for our young players to
show considerable improvement. A
bonus was that the Reserves group
qualified for a finals series which will
further aid their development. 
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In a WAFL first there were dual Bernie
Naylor Medallists from the one club
and it was great to see Andrew Strijk
and Tyler Keitel share that award. 
 
Western Australia continue to lead the
way as the number 1 State League in
the country and our State
representatives in Aaron Black, Luke
Meadows, Shane Nelson and Andrew
Strijk played a massive part in the
success against South Australia.  
 
At the end of 2018 we bid farewell to 2
great servants of the club in Chris
Keunen and Matt Guadagnin.  
 
Chris has manfully led the ruck
division with great distinction for the
best part of the last decade and leaves
as a Premiership player, Life Member
and 200 club member. Chris and his
family have been a tremendous asset to
our club and hopefully they will
continue to part of it  into the future.  
 
Matt has endured many setbacks over
the journey but his mental strength
and character has seen him handle
these with great poise and
determination. Whilst the last few
years haven’t gone to plan on field he
has always provided great support to
his team mates and coaching staff.  He
will  always be remembered for his
leadership, silky skills,  competitiveness
and leaves as a Premiership player and
Life Member. 
 
I  would like to thank the WPFC for the
opportunity to coach such a proud club
over the last 10 years.  The wonderful
people I have met will  mean I will
always cherish my time here. To every
player and coach that I have had the
pleasure to work alongside, I sincerely
thank you for your commitment, hard
work and sacrifice to the WPFC. 

Craig Anderson was rewarded for his
outstanding contribution in his role
has our bench manger over the last 7
years with the Volunteer of the year
award at the Breckler Medal night.  His
efforts along with our runners Ryan
Fong, Matt Dobson and Chad Harding,
who often filled that role as well as his
regular coaching box role certainly
made my job much easier. 
 
Corey Green and his staff from the
Athletic Institute ran an outstanding
strength and conditioning program
resulting in minimum injury concerns
allowing us to put our best side on the
park most weeks. His work ethic and
rapport with the group was
reciprocated by the players which is a
real credit to him. 
 
A big thank you to the wonderful Vic
Carbone for his continued support,
love of the club and cheerful nature
through what was a tough year for him
personally.  Also, thank you to the
number 1 property man Ray Garcia
who often went way beyond his job
description to cook Thursday night
meals for the players and generally
being a ripper person. 
 
To all  the other volunteers and staff
from physios, doctors, trainers and
match day staff thank you sincerely for
your time, effort and role you played
throughout the season.  
 
Whilst one of our great strengths was
to perform as team it is always
important to recognise the individual
honours achieved by the players.
Congratulations to Breckler Medallist
Aaron Black who continues to take his
game to new heights and build a super
resume that will  see him finish as one
of the modern-day greats of this club.   
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S E N I O R  C O A C H  

W E S T  P E R T H  F O O T B A L L  C L U B  

2 0 0 8  -  2 0 1 8

Thank You

BILL 
MONAGHAN
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AARON BLACK

SENIORS 

 

Aaron Black, Shane Nelson, Luke Meadows and Andrew Strijk

all represented Western Australia with distinction against

South Australia on Saturday 12 May. Luke Meadows was rock

solid in defence being named one of WA’s best. Shane Nelson

amassed 30 possessions and laid 11 tackles. Andrew Strijk

kicked three goals in his seventh appearance for WA and

Aaron Black had another solid contribution finishing with 20

possessions and was anointed Vice Captain of the team. The

final scores were WA 15.12 (102) d SA 11.10 (76).  

 

STATE 18S 

Tom O’Donnell and Tom Medhat were both selected to

represent Western Australia at the national carnival. Tom

O’Donnell played in the first two games against South

Australia and Victoria Metro as a key defender. Tom Medhat

also played in two games against Victoria Country and the

Allies as a forward. Both represented themselves and the West

Perth Football Club with distinction. 

Jaxon Prior and Ryan Hudson also made the final squad as

developing 17 year old’s.  

 

STATE 16S 

We also had four players represent Western Australia in the

State 16’s National Carnival. Michael Mallard (Ruck/Forward),

Heath Chapman (Key Defender), Logan Foley (Key Forward)

and Kellen Johnson (Key Defender) all had successful games

and look to be players of the future. 

 

STATE SCHOOL BOYS 

Four players were selected in the State 15s School Boys Team

at the National Carnival. They were Saverio Marifioti,

Lochlan Paton, Spencer Trevor and Zac Fliener. We all watch

with anticipation to see how these players kick on in the near

future.  
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AARON BLACK

12 38

16

Liam Tedesco 
ROUND 1 

Zac Guadagnin  
ROUND 1 

Jacob Turner 
ROUND 20 

Dylan Yem  
ROUND 17 

Connor West 
ROUND 4 

Baylee James  
ROUND 4 

30

44

46

Six players made their league debuts with West Perth in 2018.
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AARON BLACK

200
W E S T  P E R T H  
G A M E S

100

Trent Manzone  
QUALIFYING FINAL 

W E S T  P E R T H  
G A M E S

Chris Keunen  
ROUND 18 

Mark Hamilton  
ROUND 14 

Blake Wilhelm  
ROUND 2 

Ben King  
GRAND FINAL 

Corey Chalmers  
ROUND 10 

50

Congratulations to the following players who achieved significant
milestones in Season 2018.

W E S T  P E R T H  
G A M E S

Senior Coach 
Bill Monaghan  

ROUND 9 
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AARON BLACK

200 100

Steve Potente  
ROUND 7 

Jay van Berlo  
ROUND 6 

Rudy Riddoch 
ROUND 5 

50
S E N I O R
G A M E S

W A F L
G A M E S

W A F L
G A M E S

32 games Fremantle FC  
168 games West Perth FC 

24 games Swan Districts FC 
76 games West Perth FC 

32 games Swan Districts FC 
18 games West Perth FC 
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DEVELOPMENT SQUADS  
 
This year there was a shift and
sharpening of focus on our
development squads as we moved from
five squads to three. This eliminated
spreading our resources thin and
allowed for a more intimate program.
A shift in selection process included
engaging all  junior community clubs to
ensure we selected the very best talent
in the zone.  
 
There were 120 players who began in
late June and continued through to
games in the October school holidays.
With over 30 coaches and support staff
who were committed to the
development and welfare of these boys,
each player was better able to make
improvements through football
training, education and important life
skills.  It  was fantastic to see how far
the players came along in just a short
period of time.  

COUNTRY DEVELOPMENT 
(Yilgarn Falcons)  
 
The Yilgarn Falcons continues to
provide opportunities for young men
from our country zone to be exposed
to the West Perth Football Club. The
program bases out of Merredin and was
coached by Aaron Judge. Aaron has a
wealth of experience in the region and
manages the Recreation Centre in
Kelleberin and coaches the Merredin
Colts Football Team. He was well
supported by our Regional
Development Manager, Paul Reid who
helped manage the program. Together
they were able to help reinvigorate the
program and our reputation in our
Country zone. We played games
against the Upper Great Southern
Rams, Albany Storm and some West
Perth Metropolitan Development
Squads.  
 
One of the highlights of the program
was an overnight camp out at our
fantastic new facility at Joondalup
Arena as well as an exclusive tour of
Optus Stadium. With the challenges of
travel and time very challenging for
players and their families in our
Country zone it was pleasing to see 42
players take part in our program.  
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AARON BLACK

Debut season 2002 
192 games 

Debut season 2006 
209 games  

Debut season 2014  
19 games 

We wish these retiring Falcons all the very best in their futures.

West Perth’s first choice ruckman for the last decade called time on his career at
season’s end.  After being recruited to West Perth at the end of 2005 by then
Senior Coach Darren Harris from St Bernards FC in Victoria, Chris went on to play
209 senior games of football.  
 
Chris retires with the 2013 Premiership, a 2014 State Player for Western Australia
and was made Life Member in 2015.  An outstanding family man we wish Chris, his
wife Anna and their children Xavier and Hayley all the very best for their future. 

One of West Perth’s most courageous players ever to put on the red and blue went
on to carve out a career that would end after 192 senior games of football. Matt
debuted in 2002 and quickly established a reputation as a hard-no-nonsense
midfielder that was widely respected across the competition for the way he played
the game.  
 
Hailing from Southern Cross in our Country Zone, Matt’s appetite for the contest
and his desire to continue to test himself at the best level had an infectious effect
on his team mates. Matt retires with the 2013 Premiership and Life Membership.
Whilst we won’t see Matt playing anymore, the Club is excited to welcome Matt
onto the 2019 Coaching Panel as Midfield Coach.  

Max retires after 7 seasons on the senior list and 19 senior games of football.  
 
A key position player Max could play at either end of the ground. After debuting
in 2014, Max often worked through injuries and displayed terrific courage and
perseverance to continue to push for league selection. Max is a valued clubman
and popular amongst his peers and people at the Club.  

CHRIS KEUNEN

MATT GUADAGNIN  

MAX ALEXANDER 
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Breckler Medallist 
 
Runner-up  
Past Players & Officials' Award 
 
3rd Place  
Ken Ashdown Memorial Award 
 
Best Clubman  
 
Rising Star 
 
Most Courageous Player  
Wayne Dayman Award 
 
Leading Goalkicker 
Ray Scott Medallist  
 
RESERVES 
 
Ennis Medallist  
 
Runner-up  
Past Players & Officials' Award 
  
3rd Place 
 
COLTS 
 
Dominish Medallist  
 
Runners-up  
Rosa Townsend Award 
 
3rd Place  
Past Players & Official Award 
 
Jack Appleby Award 
  
Coaches Award  

Aaron Black 
 
Shane Nelson 
 
 
Luke Meadows 
 
 
Blake Wilhelm 
 
Zac Guadagnin 
 
Aaron Black 
 
 
Andrew Strijk  
(51 Goals) 
 
 
 
Dylan Yem 
 
Kael Coleman 
 
 
Jacob Turner 
 
 
 
Alec Johnson 
 
Nathan Murray &
Jaxon Prior 
 
Henry Ryan 
 
 
Tyron Hindmarsh 
 
Koopah Todd 

Congratulations to the following players: 
 
 
LEAGUE

Breckler Medallist 
Aaron Black
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3rd Place (Ken Ashdown Memorial Award) 
Luke Meadows with Pam Ashdown

Runner-up (Past Player & Officials' Award) 
Shane Nelson

Rising Star 
Zac Guadagnin

Best Clubman 
Blake Wilhelm

Leading Goalkicker (Ray Scott Medallist) 
Andrew Strijk (51 goals)

Most Courageous Player (Wayne Dayman Award) 
Aaron Black
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Ennis Medallist 
Dylan Yem

Runner-up (Past Players & Officials' Award) 
Kael Coleman

Diminish Medallist 
Alec Johnson

3rd Place 
Jacob Turner

Runners-up (Rosa Townsend Award) 
Jaxon PriorNathan Murray 
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Jack Appleby Award 
Tyron Hindmarsh

Coaches Award 
Koopah Todd

3rd Place (Past Players & Officials' Award) 
Henry Ryan

Volunteer of the Year 
Craig Anderson
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Club Legend, Mel
Whinnen, entered the AFL Hall of
Fame on 29 May 2018. West Perth’s
greatest ever player and games
record holder was inducted at the
AFL Gala Ceremony at Crown
Palladium in Melbourne alongside
outstanding Geelong defender
Matthew Scarlett ,  Carlton great
Wayne Johnston ,  Hawthorn and
Footscray star Terry Wallace ,
Melbourne key forward David Neitz
and fellow iconic West Australian
Bernie Naylor  from South
Fremantle. 
 
Congratulations to the Subiaco
Football Club  for their historic
season which resulted in all  three
grades winning their respective
Premierships. Special mention to
their League side for going through
the season un-defeated.  
 
Congratulations also to Jye Bolton  of
Claremont Football Club in being
awarded his second Sandover Medal
as the Fairest & Best Player in the
competition. 
 
We congratulate the achievements of
Andrew Strijk  and Tyler Keitel  for
both winning the Bernie Naylor
Medal as the leading goal kickers in
the WAFL competition with 43 goals
during the home and away season.
They become the first West Perth
players to win the League’s Award
since Phil Smith in 1973 and the first
players to share the award from the
same club in the awards history. 

Mel Whinnen 
West Perth FC Legend and 
2018 AFL Hall of Fame inductee

Andrew Strijk 
2018 Bernie Naylor Medallist

Tyler Keitel 
2018 Bernie Naylor Medallist
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LOOKING FORWARD
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Whilst we can be proud of the efforts
of our Club and all  of our players in
2018 we can’t be happy with the 81
point defeat suffered on Grand Final
day. This loss will  further galvanise
the playing group as they look to
continue to improve and take the
fight to the rest of the competition.  
 
The Club welcomes new Senior Coach
Geoff Valentine to the team. Geoff is
a former premiership player and
brings extensive and impressive
coaching experience.  
 
We wish Geoff all  the very best
success over the coming years as we
strive for our 20th League
Premiership. 

To all of our fantastic and passionate members  
we look forward to you continuing  

to support the club in 2019 and beyond.



2018
Round by Round 

Player Lists 
Fund a Falcon 
Team Photos 

Significant Days 
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ROUND BY ROUND



WEST PERTH  

FOOTBALL CLUB
YEARBOOK  2018

www.westperthfc.com.au page 44 



WEST PERTH  

FOOTBALL CLUB
YEARBOOK  2018

www.westperthfc.com.au page 45 

FINALS
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Acknowledging the generous support of our 2018 FUND A FALCON donors. 
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Acknowledging the generous support of our 2018 FUND A FALCON donors. 

 

 

Acknowledging the generous support of the following  

SENIORS 2018 FUND A FALCON donors. 
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Acknowledging the generous support of our 2018 FUND A FALCON donors. 

 

 

Acknowledging the generous support of the following  

COLTS & 16s 2018 FUND A FALCON donors. 
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SIGNIFICANT 

DAYS
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Grand Final 
23 September 2018
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Preliminary Final 
16 September 2018

Captain Aaron Black with Graham "Polly" Farmer's daughter, Kim. 
Polly Farmer Shield 
18 August 2018

International Round 
30 June 2018

NAIDOC Round 
7 July 2018

Preliminary Final 
16 September 2018



SPONSORS

Acknowledging the generous support of our

2018 partners in the West Australian

Womens' Football League. 

 

 

W
A
W

F
L

WEST PERTH 

FOOTBALL CLUB
YEARBOOK  2018

MAJOR PARTNERS

MAJOR SPONSOR

page 56 



WOMEN'S 

FOOTBALL

Dave Burton
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What started back in November
last year, turned out to be a pretty
good season all  round. 
The WAFC talent academy was a
great step-up at the start of the
season and while the timing wasn’t
brilliant,  it  certainly helped set
our players up for the season
ahead and took their development
up a level,  then backed up by the
Eagles and Dockers Academies
2018 was very much a learning
year, but I think all  the players
involved are ready for a well-
earned rest.  
 
The start of WAAFL Womens
meant the commencement of a
feeder competition which should
prove beneficial for us with
Quinns Districts fielding a side
and many players also on
Kingsley’s list and it ’ l l  be exciting
with Wanneroo, Ocean Ridge and
Whitford Amateurs all  showing
interest for the future. Combine
this with three Colleges (Mater
Dei, Irene McCormack and
Wanneroo Secondary) focusing on
female football at the Youth level,
we congratulate Mater Dei for
winning the Dockers Cup this year
too. Combine this with an ever
strengthening junior competition
amongst District clubs this all
bodes well for a strong Falcons
District.  

Our Footy for Mums program ran
again this year with the help of
Alison Blanchard one of our
League players taking control of
the 6 week course, an initiative
helped to demystify AFL Football
for mums and to provide a fun
environment to learn some skills
for themselves. 
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Our League team competed hard
all year with the introduction of
some new players and plenty of
returning ones too. Falling just
short of finals in 5th there were
many close games against sides
playing in this years’  finals,  which
gives us plenty to build on for
2019 and beyond, whatever shape
it may take.  
 
Our Reserves team competed hard
and there were many that had the
opportunity to be promoted into
the League side, which was a
testament to their
development. While our Rogers
team, having gone through a trial
and release process for the first
time, unveiled some new and
emerging talent that will  be all  the
better for their first season. 
 
There are always plenty of other
people we need to acknowledge
besides our players and coaches.
Our physios, trainers and S & C
coaches of Brendan Aitkens, Tess
Moynihan, Bastien Auna, Michael
Walker, Marcin Lipski,  Raquel
Gowan and Amy Staffe have all
worked extremely well in
conditioning the players and
taking very good care of them
when needed. For that we are very
grateful.  
 
To our team managers, Trish
Medwin and Tahlia Jeffery, who
worked tirelessly to make game
day run smoothly - we express our
gratitude. 
 
Wishing all  our players, coaches,
and supporters a very happy and
safe off-season. See you in 2019!
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Brendan Cullinan 
Head Coach

Sharon Kenney took on the
Reserves coaching in her first
season of Senior footy, previously
coaching Junior girls and Djinda
Falcons, with Kellie-Anne McGhie
assisting during the season and
Lucy Haynes as Captain. The
Rogers Cup team had Paul Beaver
take over as Coach, with Linda
Corcoran as his assistant and
Scovia Anzoa (who unfortunately
suffered an ACL injury late last
year) staying involved as player
mentor and Dana Mullumby
continuing as Captain. 

Specifically, from a Falcons point
of view, we made several changes
to support staff for this year with
Brendan Cullinan taking over as
head Coach for his first time in
Women's Football .  Naomi Bowran
stayed on as Assistant Coach,
providing him with valuable
knowledge to be successful and
Chris Cullinan came on as team
runner, playing a pivotal role
during training sessions and game
day. The leaders remained in place
with Ashton Hill  and Laura Pugh
retaining Captain and Vice
Captain, respectively. 
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Acknowledging the generous support of the following 
WOMEN'S FUND A FALCON donors
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As in the past seasons, we again ran a
number of BBQ’s for all  grades and at
the Presidents function for the
sponsors. Thanks again to Sandy
Hasler and Val Higgins for their
sandwiches and to Joe and Tony
Scarfo for their wonderful sausages. 
 
Thank you to the members who
assisted throughout the year at the
half time functions and at the gate
raffle.  
 
Whilst it  has been a trying year in
many ways, the players have shone
through and I wish Geoff Valentine
great success for the future as football
is what keeps us together. 
 
Best wishes to all  our members and
supporters over the Christmas and
New Year period and we hope to see
you again in the new season. 
 
Congratulations to our Past Players
and Officials award winners: 

Congratulations to the coaching staff
and players for the wonderful efforts
with all  grades. The Reserves made the
finals and the league against all  odds
made the Grand Final.  Thanks to Bill
Monaghan for his work over the past
ten years, and we wish him well for
the future. 
 
This year has been a difficult year for
obvious reasons, but what a wonderful
year it  was in the fact we occupied our
own premises and at last had
somewhere to call  home. It took a
while, but we eventually got our
memorabilia cabinet working and have
been able to get important photos and
other items attached to walls for
display. 
 
On a solemn note this year we
acknowledge the passing of two great
club stalwarts in Kevin Stewart and
Carol Bick. Both were great supporters
and active contributors to the club and
sadly missed. 
 
This season the Past Players and
Officials became part of the formal
membership structure of the Club,
with all  memberships collected in
conjunction with each of the various
membership categories available
through the website.    
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Shane Nelson        
Kael Coleman      
Henry Ryan           
Koopah Todd  

League 
Reserves 
Colts 
Coaches'  Award 
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To say that season 2018 was an
eventful time for our Club would
be an understatement. Amid the
uncertainty surrounding the club’s
survival,  and the opening of the
new facility, we welcomed four
new life members: 
   
Brett Raponi 
Terry Stokesbury 
Jay Van Berlo  
Aaron Black 
 
Congratulations to these
recipients on attaining life
membership for their outstanding
service and contribution. 
 
In recent times there has been a
number of players achieving life
membership by playing the
required 150 games to qualify,
which shows the quality and
loyalty that exists within the Club.
In fact,  the league side this season
consisted of four life members
whose combined total numbered
well over 700 games. This
included 200 gamers in Andrew
Strijk and Chris Keunen, and
recent inductees Jay Van Berlo and
Aaron Black. 
 
Chris Keunan has opted to retire,
but he will  be remembered as one
of our great players, and a loyal
clubman who, over his 12 years,
frequently played a lone hand in
the ruck against bigger bodied
opposition. We wish him and his
family all  the best for the future
and thank him for a great
contribution, and a job well done. 

Football legend, champion
centreman and life member, Mel
Whinnen, was inducted into the
Australian Football Hall of Fame
in May, an honour richly deserved
for such an outstanding career.
Mel is a true sportsman and a
gentleman, and a great role model
for any aspiring player.
Congratulations Mel. 
 
It  was extremely sad to note that
in December 2017 and April 2018
two of our life members and
greatest players in Ray Schofield
and Ray Marinko passed away,
respectively. These legends are
firmly imbedded in our club’s
history and will  be greatly missed. 
 
On June 4th our members were
invited to a Life Members Day as
part of the pre-game President’s
Luncheon at the new facility. It
was pleasing that so many people
turned up to watch us defeat the
old enemy, and I believe it was the
biggest gathering for a luncheon
since moving to Joondalup. 
 
Thanks to those who joined the
Life Members Association, and for
your fees and donations which
allowed us to assist the club by
paying for the glass shelving in
the trophy cabinet,  and being able
to give a substantial donation to
the Falcon’s Fighting Fund.
Thanks also to Pieter Haverhoek
for his assistance throughout the
year.  
 
We look forward to your
continued support in 2019. 
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THANK  YOU  FOR   

YOUR  SUPPORT  I N

season 

2018


