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HEARTBEAT
A Newsletter For Past Players and Officials  

of the West Perth Football Club

In this edition of HeartBeat, we focus 
on premierships won by our Club in 
the 1990s. 

In the 14 seasons following 1975, the 
Club frequently made finals however 
failed to go deep into September. The 
1990s offered fresh opportunities and 
our Colts provided a taste of things to 
come by winning the 1990 flag. In the 
1990s, our League team appeared in 
grand finals in 1993, 1995, 1998 and 1999 
for wins in 1995 and 1999. 

In Part Four of this edition of HeartBeat 
we reflect on the 1990s and our Club’s 
successes in that memorable decade.

In this Issue

A special four-part  
bumper edition  

PART I
Your regular HeartBeat

PART II
Celebrating 1960

PART III
Celebrating 1969

PART IV
Celebrating the 1990s

1990 Colts
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Celebrating 1990 Colts’ premiership success
Jim DiCarlo remembers...

Jim DiCarlo, former West Perth 
player and coach of the 1990 Colts 
premiership team, takes us back 
to 1990 and his memories of that 
successful season.

The West Perth Colts (or thirds as they 
were once known) have only ever won 
two premierships… the first in 1968 
and second in 1990. My one “claim 
to fame” is that I have an association 
with both. I played in the 1968 winning 
team and coached the 1990 team. It 
has now been 30 years since that win 
and plans are underway to have a 
reunion of the players and those who 
were a part of our support team.

I began coaching the West Perth Colts 
in 1985, coinciding with the arrival 
of John Wynne as senior coach, who 
had returned to the Club after many 
years playing football for Norwood 
in South Australia. I replaced the late 
Tom James as coach. Tom was a very 
special and influential person within 
my football life. I first met Tom in 1963 
when I tried out for the Osborne Park 
under 14s. He went out of his way to 
convince my parents to allow me to 
play football and was to be my only 
coach during my six years at the club. 
In 1968, my first year at West Perth, 
Tom and I continued our relationship 
when he was appointed coach of the 
Fourths team. I was fortunate enough 
to make the Thirds side and was a 
member of the 1968 premiership 
winning team. I often refer to Tom as 
my football father figure because of 
the influence and support he gave me 
over many years.

During my six years as coach of the 
West Perth Colts we had three senior 
coaches, John Wynne, Bruce Monteath 
and George Michalczyk. All three 
had very different approaches to the 
development and coaching of the 
Club’s elite junior players. In 1989 the 

Coach Jim DiCarlo and team manager Noel Miller watching from the boundary line on  
Grand Final day

“Positive thoughts
Positive actions
Positive results
Premiership!”
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West Perth Colts had a successful year, 
playing in the preliminary final, losing 
by just two goals. We then looked to 
1990, a season full of promise with the 
arrival of several talented country boys 
and a strong group of players who had 
played in 1989.

The 1990 season began with a 12 goal 
win over East Fremantle followed 
by a draw with strong opponents, 
East Perth. The season was looking 
promising, however the team would 
lose the next four games and after 
Round Six we were sitting on the 
bottom of the ladder. We knew we 
were better than a bottom-of-the-
ladder side and we managed to 
scrape home in Round Seven against 
Subiaco. This was the beginning of 
a seven match winning streak that 
would eventually return us to the top 
four. That win also gave our players 
the confidence and belief that we 
could beat any team we had to play, 
in particular Claremont and Swan 
Districts. We were brought back to 
earth in Round 14 with a four goal loss 
to Subiaco. This proved to be a spur 
and was to be our last loss for  
the season.

It was around this time that the Club 
made a key decision in respect to the 
Colts team. Club President, Tom James 
and senior coach George Michalczyk 
met with me to discuss prospects 
for the Colts team for 1990 and they 
wanted to understand how the Club 
could help us win a premiership. It 
was decided to keep the Colts players 
together for the remainder of the 
season and to add Paul Dean, who 
was playing Reserves, to the squad. 
There had been some lack of success 
for the Club for a number of years 
and the Club saw the 1990 Colts team 
as representing an opportunity to 
win a premiership. At that stage we 
were sitting in second position on the 
ladder. The team went on to win their 
final seven qualifying games to finish 
on top of the ladder, which included 
ten goal wins over Perth, South 
Fremantle and Subiaco.

We lost key player Paul Dean for the 
semi-final but managed a four goal win 
over East Fremantle. Better players on 
the day were Andrew Figliomeni with 
five goals, Jamie Merillo, Justin Driffill, 
David Marriot, Gavin Bailey, Nathan 
Howat and Adam Fallows. 

Claremont accounted for East 
Fremantle in the preliminary final, 
winning a tight battle by just five 
points. The Claremont team was 
strong and included Ashley McIntosh, 
Quentin Leach, Brad Wira, Matt 
Connell, Brendan Hendry, Chris Gerryn 

and Jeremy Crawley. We’d beaten 
Claremont in two of our three games 
in 1990, including a one point win in 
Round 11 and we went into the Grand 
Final with confidence.

On Grand Final day, the rooms 
were full of senior players and Club 
officials who had come to support 
us. There were red and blue balloons 
and streamers everywhere which 
helped to create a terrific grand final 
atmosphere. We followed the same 
process as we had in all games that 
season in respect to our warm-ups, 

Westside Football,
13th September 1990

Westside Football,
20th September 1990

Westside Football,
12th April 1990

Westside Football
26th April 1990
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to one situation with half forwards 
and forward pockets playing wide and 
close to the boundaries. This allowed 
key forwards Chad Innes and Jeremy 
Sheldrick plenty of space to move 
and provided other forwards with 
opportunities to play one on one. 

The key message at half time was 
to win our one on one contests, 
especially in our forward zone. Our 
defence had to continue with their 
great work of the first half. I believed 
in our players winning these contests 
as we had a number of strong bodies, 
particularly Anthony Boyatsis, Andrew 
Figliomeni, Ian Kerin and Nathan 
Howat. We needed to play to our 
strengths. The third quarter was most 
certainly the premiership quarter 
for us. We were able to control the 
ball, defend it strongly and won 

The first half of the Grand Final was a 
tight, low scoring affair with just five 
points separating the two teams at 
half time. We were struggling with the 
Neesham style of play that Claremont 
adopted, where they placed extra 
players in defence to run and carry 
the ball forward. Our defensive six 
however, were outstanding and kept 
us in the game. 

During the half time break it was 
important we remain calm and positive 
and not allow negative thoughts 
to creep into our minds. We also 
identified changes needed to be made 
to how we approached and played the 
second half.

We changed the structure of our 
forward zone and kept our players 
forward of centre in traditional 
positions, forcing Claremont into a one 

one to one talks with every 
player and a final address to the 
team before the players ran out 
onto Subiaco Oval.

In my final address, I asked the 
players to foucs on:

Aggression
• Towards the ball…  

be first to the ball
• Towards your opponent… 

fairly

Bringing the ball to ground
• Get numbers to the contest
• This is our main strength

Teamwork
• Be self-disciplined for the 

team
• Man up on your opponent
• Share the ball

Persistence
• One of our main strengths
• Keep pressure on them

Open forward line
• Kick to Jeremy  

Sheldrick’s body
• Forwards must pressure 

opponents to stop run out 
of defence

Other messages included:

Positive thoughts 
Positive actions 
Positive results 
Premierships!

This is our chance to create 
history… don’t let anyone take 
it from you.

• Aggression

• Bring the ball 

to ground

• Teamwork

• Persist

• Open the 

forward line

positive thoughts ->

positive actions ->

positive result-s ->

premiership!

our chance to 

create history ...

don’t let anyone 

take it from you

Jim’s final address focussed on  
these game day strategies:

numerous one on one contests all 
over the ground. Chad Innes at centre 
half forward played an outstanding 
quarter kicking five goals while our 
defence kept Claremont goalless.

At three quarter time it was important 
we not get carried away with the five 
goal lead we had. We made a few 
changes and throughout the final 
quarter every player kept the pressure 
on Claremont and restricted them to 
just three points. 

It was a fantastic effort by our back 
line, Craig Rinder, Shane Liddle, Adam 
Fallows, Justin Driffill, Jason Colbung, 
Gavin Bailey and Dean Brunton. 

I traditionally coached from the 
boundary line and not from the 
coach’s box. When the final siren 
was blown I couldn’t help myself and 
sprinted out to the centre of Subiaco 
Oval to share in the joy and happiness 
of the players and support team in our 
magnificent premiership win. Sadly for 
me, it was to be the last game of Colts 
I was to coach due to pressure of a 
young family and work promotion as a 
leader in a Catholic school.

A special note of thanks to my support 
team in 1990:

Assistant Coach Adrian Scott

Team manager Noel Miller

Runners Ray Garcia and  
 Paul Sanzone

Property steward  Joe Barron

Trainer John Magor

These men provided outstanding 
assistance and counsel.
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Backs

Adam Fallows, Craig Rinder, Shane Liddle

Half backs

Gavin Bailey, Justin Driffill, Jason Colbung

Centres

Todd Curley, Jamie Merillo, David Marriott

Half forwards

Nathan Howat, Chad Innes, Andrew Figliomeni

Forwards

Anthony Boyatsis, Jeremy Sheldrick, Ian Kerin

Ruck

Paul Dean, Dean Brunton, Chris Martin

Interchange

Glen McCallum, Les Egerton, Anthony Peou, Troy Hynam, John Blurton

GRAND FINAL MATCH SUMMARY

1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Total

75

35

1990 COLT’S GRAND FINAL TEAM LINE-UP

GOALS
West Perth 

Chad Innes (6)  
Nathan Howat (3)  
Jeremy Sheldrick (1)  
Andrew Figliomeni (1)

Claremont 

Jeremy Crawley (2)  
Brad Wira (1) 
Justin Pass (1)

BEST PLAYERS

West Perth 

Chad Innes, Todd Curley, 
 Jamie Merillo, Shane Liddle, Craig 
Rinder, Nathan Howat,  
Dean Brunton, Paul Dean

Claremont 

Cameron Mitter, Stuart Ringholt,  
Brad Wira

What “Westside Football” said...

Westside Football, 27th September 1990
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Team Photo
1990 Colts’ premiership team

Back Row 
Noel Miller, J Braithwaite, Nathan Howat, Shane Liddle, Miguel Hulm, Aaron Minchin, Craig Rinder, Jeremy Sheldrick, Paul 
Dean, Glenn McCallum, Todd Curley, Brett O’Neil, Jason Cooley, Jason Colbung, Adrian Scott

Middle Row
Joe Barron, David Marriott, Rod Winner, Anthony Boyatsis, Jim DiCarlo, Justin Driffill, Adam Harby, Paul Peou, Jamie Merillo, 
John Magor, Ray Garcia

Front Row
Chris Martin, Gavin Bailey, Ian Kerin, Andrew Figliomeni, Les Egerton, Brendan DeGois, Dean Brunton, Troy Hynam,
Adam Fallows
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From the vault... Joe Barron’s memories of Leederville
Joe Barron is the property man pictured in the Colts premiership team photo. Joe maintained a razor sharp eye on 
jumpers, shorts and socks… a covert operation was required by any player wanting to retain a souvenir of their 
playing days at West Perth. In this Sunday Times article from August 1993, Joe reflects on his tim e at our Club.

Remember when …
Jim DiCarlo returned to coaching?
Jim DiCarlo was adamant his coaching 
days had come to an end after his 
successful tilt at the 1990 Colts flag. 
Roll forward to August 1992, and the 
Mariah Carey ballad “I’ll Be There” sits 
in the upper echelon of the music 
charts and the Western Australian 

state schoolboys football team are 
looking for a coach. “I’ll be there” Jim 
says when the call comes. 

The team Jim took to Sydney for the 
national carnival boasted several 
teenagers who would go on to become 

well-known names in football. Ben 
Cousins and Jeff Farmer were two 
members of that squad, and they 
were joined by two West Perth stars 
of the future, Brett Cousins and Adam 
Curley. Here’s how Westside Football 
previewed the carnival.

The Sunday Times, 22nd August 1993

Westside Football
13th August 1992
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From the vault...
It wouldn’t take long before several of the players from the successful 1990 Colts team would begin making their 
mark on senior football. Two such players were Jamie Merillo and Todd Curley, who were profiled in Westside 
Football in 1991.

Westside Football, 15th August 1991 Westside Football, 13th June 1991
Brendan Logan scrambles for the ball iin 1995 clash against Subiaco. Ian Downsborough is about to lend support.
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The Falcons celebrate their Emu Export 
Cup victory.

West Perth captain, Darren Harris, proudly holds 
the Emu Export Cup accompanied by WAFC 
Commissioner, former West Perth Football Club 
president and Club historian, Brian Atkinson.

in 1991. The maturing player group 
then went from bottom to top of the 
ladder in 1993 with 13 wins, playing 
in the premiership decider. In 1994, 
the Falcons advanced as far as the 
preliminary final.

At the end of the 1994 season, Jeff 
Gieschen accepted an assistant 
coaching role at Geelong and 
John Dimmer was appointed as 
his replacement… an inspired 
appointment. The 1995 season began 
with West Perth victory in the Emu 
Escort Cup pre-season competition 
and by close of the qualifying rounds 

Celebrating 1995 premiership success

West Perth finished the 1980s on 
a promising note, unlucky to not 
advance to a preliminary final in 1989. 
The early 1990s was a challenging 
time at the Club, the loss of a group 
of experienced players of the ilk of 
Peter Menaglio, Ray Holden and Sean 
King ultimately impacting on-field 
performance. The team needed time 
to rebuild, initially under senior coach 
George Michalczyk and from 1992, 
under the direction of Jeff Gieschen. 
West Perth finished the 1990, 1991 
and 1992 seasons at the bottom of the 
competition ladder. In 1992, the Club 
won seven games, up from five wins 

of the season proper, the Club found 
itself in second position, having won 13 
of 21 games. Subiaco finished top with 
19 wins. West Perth met Subiaco in the 
second semi-final and advanced to the 
grand final following a one point win.

We’ll let Darren Harris and the photos 
and articles of 1995 complete  
the story.
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A grand final appearance in 1993 and 
top two finish in 1994 had given Falcon’s 
supporters great confidence in the  
direction in which the Club was heading 
under the tutelage of Jeff Gieschen. His 
return to Victoria to take up an assistant 
coaching position at Geelong caused some 
consternation however as this cartoon 
conveys, fears were short-lived following 
the Club’s performance in winning the Emu 
Export Cup.

The Football Budget, 
8th April 1995

The Football Budget, 
8th April 1995
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From the Vault...Steve Trewhella in profile
Steve Trewhella debuted as a 20 year old in 1994, playing ten seasons for his 174 games prior to retiring after 
captaining our Club to the 2003 premiership. Steve also captained West Perth in the 2001 and 2002 seasons, and 
won three Breckler Medals, in 1996, 1997 and 2000. He has also served as a board member and now runs the  
Club’s football operations. In this 1995 interview, Steve reflects on the coaching transition from Jeff Gieschen to 
John Dimmer.

 Football Budget, 29th July 1995
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WAFL Grand Final Budget, 
24th September, 1995
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Heading West... with Darren Harris
Darren Harris played the first of his 99 games for West Perth in 1992. He quickly established 
himself as an on-field leader, assuming captaincy of the Club for the 1995 and 1996 
seasons prior to returning to Victoria. Darren played his best football for West Perth in 
1995, captaining the Club to its first premiership since 1975, and winning the Breckler and 
Simpson medals. Darren was to later return to the Club as coach between 2002 and 2005, 
coaching the Club to the 2003 premiership. We asked Darren about his memories of playing 
at West Perth and more particularly, about the 1995 flag win.

Can you tell us the background to your 
arrival at the Club in 1992?
In 1991 I was playing for the Wodonga 
Football Club in the Ovens and Murray 
Football League under Jeff Gieschen. 
At the time there were no teaching 
jobs in Victoria, and I had recently 
graduated. Jeff was appointed as head 
coach of West Perth and it was my 
father, Herb who rang Jeff and asked 
if I could come to the West and have 
a crack at the WAFL. My Dad knew I 
needed to get out of Wodonga and get 
some purpose. Teaching opportunities 
and a higher level of football were the 
opportunities and it would prove to be 
a turning point in my life. My girlfriend 
at the time Gael, who is now my wife, 
was also a teacher and she was a big 
encourager of us coming to the west. 

Your first game for the Club was a 
tight win over East Perth in round 
one of the 1992 season. What can 
you recall of your first game and 
what appears would have been a 
challenging first season?
To be honest I can’t actually remember 
that first game. I know we won it and 
then lost the next five or six games. 
I think at the time everything was 
pretty intense for me trying to fit in, a 
bit homesick, wanting to play well etc. 
Glen Bewick and Paul Sanzone took 
me under their wings for which I will 
always be grateful. There were a few 
Wodonga boys in Andrew Nicholls 
and Rob West running around, too. 
I also really appreciated the way big 
Craig Nelson looked after me. As the 
year progressed, we started to build 
some belief and won three games 
in a row late in the year against top 
sides. This was the catalyst to build 

on for the next season. Ironically, 
we played off for the wooden spoon 
against Claremont who we would 
face the next year in the grand final. 
Unfortunately, we lost both of these 
games. Personally I didn’t realise how 
fit you needed to be for WAFL footy 
and once I got really fit I started to 
contribute more. 

Jeff Gieschen seemingly quickly 
developed a young crop of players, 
in fact quickly enough to qualify for 
the 1993 grand final. What are the 
attributes that made Jeff the coach 
he was?
Jeff turned up at the Wodonga 
Football Club in 1986. We had just 
come off a wooden spoon. He 
transformed the Club and took it to 
a whole new level professionally. He 
was very demanding and challenged 
us to be better and it was just what 
we needed. We lost a preliminary final 
in 1986 and won the grand final by a 
record margin in 1987. He knew every 

person’s name, made them feel valued 
and ensure they understood how 
important they were to our success. 
At West Perth he was no different. 
He turned up, got great buy-in of the 
people and you were either in or out. 
Thirty-odd players were turned over 
in 1992 and the ones who were left 
were up for the challenge and the hard 
work. Jeff really created a strong US v 
THEM mentality. He hated losing and 
so did we. He was also quite innovative 
at the time with regard to set plays, 
which would soon become the norm. 
He would do anything to help the team 
win. There were a few times I found 
myself at the Gieschens’ home for a 
meal, also receiving a massage when 
I was sore from the coach himself. He 
left no stone unturned and that was 
the foundation of the culture that still 
exists today. His legacy was big.

West Perth finished second on 
the ladder in 1994 but fell out of 
the premiership race losing the 
preliminary final. Can you share with 
us the disappointment of that 1994 
season and the extent to which that 
drove the team in 1995?

I think it was a culmination of the hard 
times and wooden spoons in the early 
1990s, followed by understanding what 
success felt like in the lead up to the 
1993 grand final. We then had a very 
good season in 1994 with inaccuracy 
costing us that preliminary final. We 
would have gone onto win the flag that 
season. That was close to the toughest 
loss in my career. It did drive us to not 
want to feel that again. Giesch came to 
us at training, well after our pre-season 
for 1995 had started, and said he was 
going to be an assistant at Geelong. 

Darren Harris
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Craig Nelson and Wayne Dayman 
retired, Derek Hall and Robbie West 
were drafted. These were substantial 
changes, but we had become a more 
mature and very close knit unit. We 
really wanted to win, and we trained 
and prepared like it. John Dimmer was 
a massive breath of fresh air but it did 
take us a while to realise this and to 
then value his style and plans.

John Dimmer was appointed coach for 
the 1995 season. Was there anything 
from a game plan perspective that 
John tweaked as coach?
John Dimmer not only brought with 
him a whole new methodology around 
how we would play but a whole new 
coaching style. Giesch had hardened 
us up and John gave us a plan and let 
us own it. We did the same drills over 
and over and they all linked to the way 
we wanted to play both offensively 
and defensively. We became super 
fit and connected. All the repetition 
helped our decision making under 
pressure. John had us take training, 
help pick the team, give feedback. I 
was voted captain that year and this 
style of coaching meant I had bought 
in stronger than ever before and felt 
ultimately responsible for our success. 
It helped set me up and the team 
up for success. Our confidence grew 
enormously under John. 

 The Club finished second on the 
League ladder at the end of the home 
and away series, six games shy of 
Subiaco. In those qualifying fixtures, 
West Perth had suffered a 71 point 
defeat in round six, won by 25 points 
in round 14 and then lost to Subiaco 
in a three point nail-biter in round 20. 
The early season defeat would have 
been disappointing but the win and 
narrow loss must have given the team 
confidence going into the final series?

A turning point for me was the Swan 
Districts game. We were about five 
or six goals down at half time and I 
remember getting really emotional 
on the ground just before the third 
quarter got under way. The way we 
played in the second half was a real 

Gavin Bell in a contest for the football at East Fremantle in the Round 19 contest. 
West Perth ran out winners by 54 points.

sign of things to come. Ronnie Burns 
kicked five or six goals in that second 
half. Then that game against Subiaco 
in round 20 was a real turning point 
again with regard to our self-belief. 
Being ten goals down and losing by 
just three points showed our best 
was more than good enough. From 
memory Ian Downsborough and 
Brendan Fewster kicked 4 goals each 
in that last quarter, so adding the form 
of Chris Groom, who kicked 72 goals in 
14 games, we knew if we got it in there 
quick and went at the game we could 
beat anyone. That last quarter was 
extremely significant in the big picture.

What do you recall of the one point 
win over Subiaco in the second semi-
final?
I just remember it being elite. The ball 
hardly touched the ground. It was up 

and back all day. We went really hard 
at each other. It was a hot dry day with 
two quality teams at their best going 
head to head. I remember thinking we 
could have taken our opportunities 
better. I believed we should have won 
by more than the rushed point we 
got from the efforts of Robbie Malone 
and Ryan Smith in the last couple of 
seconds. This again gave me a lot of 
confidence that we could get it done 
in the grand final. Subiaco having won 
so many games in the home and away 
season so comfortably definitely took a 
hit in losing that game. Paul Mifka went 
to play on the dangerous Jason Heatley 
in the second half, who had kicked ten 
goals from memory and that would 
help set up a key match-up come 
grand final day. That one point win  
was another significant moment for 
season 1995.
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Todd Curley spoils and Steve Trewhella arrives on the scene to ensure Andrew Macnish doesn’t get his hand 
on the footy in the Round 14 clash at Subiaco. West Perth won by 25 points.

In the grand final, after a tight first 
quarter West Perth ran away with 
the game in the second and third 
quarters. Can you tell us about the 
team’s build-up for that game and 
your memories of that day?
There is not enough space to write 
my memories of this day. Sincerely, 
in sport for me as a player this was 
as good as it could ever get, and I 
remember nearly everything about 
it. In the build-up I remember we 
trained on the Saturday morning of the 
preliminary final at Churchlands High 
School. 

We trained terribly. It was a shocker 
but I think that was important to let us 
know we still had a lot of work to do. 
Put us back on edge. We then went 

and watched the game Subiaco versus 
East Fremantle. It was a good physical 
game. Subiaco didn’t have it all their 
own way and that’s when it was game 
on for us. I remember during the week 
being really nervous at work and home 
but every time I got around the boys I 
felt supremely confident and relaxed. 
I didn’t go to any of the functions, the 
Sandover, parade, media, etc. My job 
was to play well and the other stuff 
was just going to distract me because I 
can get quite nervous. 

Watching our boys on television in the 
week made me smile. They were loving 
the whole thing. Pre-game I remember 
again being really focussed. I picked 
Geoff Valentine up in Hamersley and 
he played me some heavy metal song 

that was not for me but I said “you 
beauty”. We drove to the game 
and ran into Neil (Billy) Mildenhall 
who found $20 on the ground. 
Then there was this loud roar 
from outside the ground from the 
reserves game and that was the 
thing that got me right in the zone.

We were relaxed, confident 
and focussed. I believed in my 
teammates and our plans. Before 
we ran out Geoff Valentine grabbed 
me and said if it’s on out there at 
the start get out of there. You can’t 
fight and we don’t need you getting 
belted. “No worries Joffa”, I said. 
Sure enough, we’re on the ground 
before play gets under way, there’s a 
loud roar, and Todd Curley

Westside Football, 20th April 1995
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is shaking his head as Paul Mifka belts 
Heatley. Meanwhile, I’m on the outer 
wing looking at the crowd taking it all 
in. I think Denis Bautista even belted 
one of their trainers. Then the first 
bounce was a beauty, Todd Curley 
charged in and hit Sam McFarlane 
straight down the middle, Darren 
O’Brien jumped over the pack and tried 
to smash Karl Langdon, Geoff (Roey) 
Valentine came off the square and 
picked off Dwayne Lamb and it was 
game on. All I did was receive the first 
of many handball receives for the day 
from Rob (Molly) Malone.

The game had everything. When Craig 
Turley hit a pack, the ball spilled, 
he found his feet and the ball really 
quickly, handballed underground to 
Todd who kicked a great goal. It was 
like I was watching something at a 
completely different level, and I was. 
I ran back to the centre square and 
asked Karl Langdon who was playing 
on Todd Curley, and where he was 
when Todd kicked that goal to which 
he replied, “I will break your f…. jaw”. 
He nearly did, too. I remember Chris 
Groom absolutely dominating Billy 
Monaghan. He kicked five goals in the Moments before the final siren, coach’s assistant Glen Cox, team manager Neil Bryant, 

John Dimmer and football manager Scott Ballem take a moment to savour the Club’s win.
Geoff Valentine

The Football Budget, 24th September 1995
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first half. If he hadn’t been king hit he 
would have kicked ten. Everyone had 
their moment from Brendon Logan 
kicking a late goal to Todd’s mark on 
Langdon’s head late, even the streaker 
had a moment. Paul Mifka held Heatley 
to one late goal, Molly Malone racking 
them up, amazing backline of Curley, 
Blurton, Barrows, Trewhella, Mifka, 
Ryan Smith kicking four, the list goes 
on. When that siren went and the 
crowd ran on the ground, including our 
great teammates who had missed out, 
well that was as good as it gets. 

What were the attributes of that 1995 
premiership side that made the team 
successful?
Everyone played their role, we bought 
into WE not ME. Our mateship was 
awesome. We spent a lot of quality 
social time together, knew each 
others’ partners and families. We 
also believed in our ability. We had 
done the work. Examples of this are 
Ben Stewart coming off the bench on 
grand final day and then racking up 
the possessions, and Gavin Bell coming 
off the bench and then competing as 
hard as anyone. Everyone was ‘IN’. 
Then you look at the talent… Ronnie 
Burns, Darren O’Brien, Ash Blurton, 
Todd Curley, Brendon Fewster, Craig 
Turley, Chris Groom, Ryan Smith, 
Neil Mildenhall, Ian Downsborough, 
Brendon Logan all went to AFL Clubs 
and had AFL careers. We could 
genuinely play the game. Others went 
on to coach at AFL or WAFL level. It was 
the start of one of the great eras of the 
West Perth Football Club.  

You played the 1996 season and then 
left to continue your football journey. 
Can you fill us in on your years away 
from the Club until your appointment 
to the position of West Perth coach in 
2002?
I’d always wanted to coach and 
John Dimmer had whet my appetite 
even more for this. When I had an 
opportunity to go home with my wife 
Gael and coach a club that had never 
won a flag (the club for which my 
Dad was a foundation member) I just 
had to have a crack at it. I coached 
Wodonga Raiders for three years, and 
we had a great West Perth connection. 

Geoff Valentine, Ben Stewart, Rod 
Winner, Andrew Nicholls and Vin Glass 
all played in the 1998 premiership 
we won, the first in the club’s history. 
Then I felt like I needed to be a better 
teacher of the game so I took a job 
based in Wagga working for the AFL 
running talent and development 
programs. This was also a great 
learning opportunity. I unsuccessfully 
applied for the coaching role at West 
Perth after my three years at Wodonga 
Raiders but was told I was not ready 
by Neil Bryant and Andrew Lockyer 
was appointed to the role. Then Molly 
Malone rang and asked me to apply 
and I moved the family back to Perth. 
That was five years and two children 
later.

A grand final loss in your first year 
as coach was followed by a top two 

The red cap is the giveaway… this exuberant Falcons’ supporter is unable 
to hide his joy (or much else) as it becomes clear his team is about to win 
its first flag since 1975. What better than to join your heroes out on the ground?

finish in 2003, an eight point loss to 
Subiaco in the second semi-final and 
a commanding win over East Perth in 
the preliminary final. What changed 
between 2002 and 2003?
There were a few things. I think 
we grew belief in one another. We 
recruited some quality in Brad Murray 
and Kim Rigoll returned. The planets 
aligned and we had Quentin Lynch, 
Steven Koops, Troy Longmuir, Brendan 
Fewster, Mark Seaby and Callum 
Chambers all available from AFL duties. 

We had worked bloody hard, were 
great mates and wanted to win really 
badly. That was a very good football 
team. A reflection of how good it was 
is the players who missed out that 
day, Corey Johnson, Adam Curley, Phil 
Smith, Christian Kelly, Ron Skender and 
Dustin Burns to name a few.
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What are your recollections of that 2003 
grand final?
In the lead-up to the finals we lost our 
last three games and the first final so 
I was pretty angry about the fact we 
weren’t playing to our ability. So after 
sharing that I thought the group’s 
response in the preliminary final win 
over East Perth was enormous. We 
belted them in the third quarter and the 
belief we could do it grew from there. 
My memories are of being really calm 
and focused. My best mates in Geoff 
Valentine, Gavin Bell and mentor John 
Dimmer were in the box with me. Todd 
Curley taking out Brad Smith early with 
a tackle and Brad Murray knocking 
out their captain Mark Webb had big 
impacts on the result. Our back line was 
amazing. Brent LeCras, Steven Koops, 
Todd Curley and Simon Duckworth were 
all outstanding. Troy Longmuir kicked a 
bag, everyone played well and did their 
job. When Buzzy Fewster kicked a goal 
early in the wet I felt like the cup was 
heading to Joondalup.

As Claremont’s coach, how much of 
what you learned in your time at West 
Perth from the coaches and players you 
had around you, have influenced the 
way you coach?
Massively. I have learnt so much off 
so many good people in my life, all in 
different ways. From my under 9s coach 
who bought me my first pair of footy 
boots, my Dad is the reason I still love 
the game. My mates who backed me 
in and challenged me, Jeff Gieschen, 
John Dimmer, Geoff Valentine, Todd 
Curley, Stevie Trewhella, Craig Turley, 
Darren O’Brien, Craig Nelson, Kim Rigoll, 
Gavin Bell, Derek Hall, how do you 
discriminate? All these experiences and 
lessons make you who you are. John 
Dimmer probably had the biggest impact 
from a coaching point of view and all 
the others on the journey reinforce and 
mould your values which at the end of 
the day influence how you live your life. 
I will always be indebted to the West 
Perth Football Club for my sense of self-
esteem and identity. I still love the 
footy club.

Backs

Dean Brunton, Paul Mifka, Steve Trewhella

Half backs

Ashley Blurton, Brendan Barrows, Todd Curley

Centres

Geoff Valentine, Craig Turley, Neil Mildenhall

Half forwards

Ronnie Burns, Ian Downsborough, Rob Malone

Forwards

Brendon Fewster, Chris Groom, Brendon Logan

Ruck

Martin Whitelaw, Darren Harris, Darren O’Brien

Interchange

Ryan Smith, Ben Stewart, Gavin Bell

GRAND FINAL MATCH SUMMARY

1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Total

137

81

1995 GRAND FINAL TEAM LINE-UP
West Perth

Chris Groom (5), Darren Harris (4), 
Ryan Smith (4), Ian Downsborough (3), 
Neil Mildenhall (2), Todd Curley (1), 
Brendon Logan (1), Darren O’Brien (1) 

Subiaco

Paul Miller (2), Rod Willett (2), Dwayne 
Lamb (1), Andrew Donnelly (1), Jarrad 
Schofield (1), Andrew Macnish (1), 
Jason Heatley (1), Bill Monaghan (1), 
Todd Breman (1), Karl Langdon (1)

Best players

West Perth

Darren Harris, Rob Malone, Todd 
Curley, Brendon Logan, Ashley Blurton, 
Phil Smith

Subiaco

Nathan O’Connor, Dwayne Lamb, 
Jarrad Schofield, Sam McFarlane, Paul 
Miller, Jay Burton

Umpires

TYLER KEITEL
SALES CONSULTANT

0435 841 824
tyler@c21goldkey.com.au

For all your 
real estate needs

Century 21 Gold Key RealtyDarren Harris was awarded the Simpson Medal

Sam Kronja, Darren Starcevich,  
Trevor Garret

Free kicks

West Perth (31), Subiaco (20)

Attendance

30,712
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What the papers said ...
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Contact our very own  
Dylan Yem at  

West Perth Trees
0477 773 743

West Perth Trees 
 offers tree removal,  
stump grinding, tree 

pruning, hedging,  
garden maintenance, 

mulching and much more.

Dylan services the entire 
Perth metro area  
(and surrounds).  
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Team Photo 
1995 premiership team

Back row:

Neil Bryant (League team manager), Tony McConnon, Neil Mildenhall, Mark Kerns, Ryan Webb, Brendan Barrows,  
Rob Malone, Wade Starr, Darren Thomas, Eric Tieffenbacher, Mark Harris, Dean Brunton, Gary Patterson, Paul Keddie, 
Andrew Saunders, Terry Taylor (chairman of selectors), Glen Cox (coach’s assistant)

Third row:

Ross Humphries (strength and conditioning coach, and runner), Ross Prunster (assistant coach), Ryan Smith, Richard Higgins, 
Troy Wilson, Glen Antonio, Ben Sykes, Martin Whitelaw, Brendan Fewster, Trevor Crothers, Clayton Reuben, Adam Curley, 
Mark Sandwell, Brian Farrell, Ben Stewart, Mark Washfold (Reserves assistant coach)

Second row:

Corey Johnson, Steve Trewhella, Todd Burgess, Matthew Fong, Louis Cheeseman, Brendon Logan, Darren Harris (Captain), 
John Dimmer (Coach), Darren O’Brien (Vice-Captain), Paul Mifka, Geoff Valentine, Dudley Ahchee, Ronnie Burns,  
Michael Rotumah, Todd Curley

Front row:

Dennis Bautista (assistant coach), Lucas Ramshaw, Rod Winner, Brendon De Gois, Gavin Bell, John Langlands, Bryce Steele, 
Brett Cousins

Absent: 

Lloyd Haskett, Nathan Brookes, Ashley Blurton, Ian Downsborough, Craig Turley, Paul Symmons, Stephen Gobby,  
Kane Morphett, Trevor Green, Fred Murphy, Chris Groom
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From the Vault
1995 Grand Final Gallery
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Remember when ...
WA won the Australian State Schools’ national championships?
Jeff Gieschen can rightly claim some 
credit for West Perth’s premiership win 
in 1995. HeartBeat has discovered Jeff 
had established a link to our Club that 
dates back to the early 1970s. It was 
August 1971, Daddy Cool were atop 
the charts with Eagle Rock and some 
young men from Western Australia and 
Victoria were starting to make names 
for themselves in the football world.

The national State Schools’ 
championships were held in 
Launceston in 1971 and featured 
Western Australia, Victoria, Tasmania 
and Queensland. Western Australia 
claimed its title with an eight-point 
win over Victoria, 8.4 (52) to 6.8 (44). 
The best players in that win included 
Les Fong and future opponent (at 
Perth) and later teammate, Neil 
Fotheringham. Other players to 
represent WA in that championship 
were Mario Turco and Alan Reid 
(East Fremantle), Geoff Gillies (South 

Fremantle), Allan Walker (Claremont) 
and Stephen Skulley (Swan Districts). 
The team was coached by the highly 
respected Jack Ensor, who had been 
associated with Perth’s consecutive 
premiership wins in the mid-1960s, 
later to coach Swan Districts and 
Subiaco.

Best players for Victoria in that 
game were Jeff Gieschen (24 games 
for Footscray between 1974 and 
1978), Phil Manassa (122 games for 
Collingwood between 1973 and 1979, 
remembered most for his incredible 
run and goal in the 1977 VFL grand 
final replay), Kelvin Templeton (143 
games for Footscray and 34 for 
Melbourne between 1974 and 1985, 
and winner of the 1980 Brownlow 
Medal), Don Whitford (42 games 
for Fitzroy and ten for Melbourne 
between 1974 and 1981), and Geoff 
Burdett (37 games for Essendon 
between 1976 and 1981). 

Our attention has also been drawn 
to another game, played earlier 
that season, a curtain-raiser to the 
Western Australia - Victoria game 
played at Subiaco Oval on 17th July. 
Two teams comprised of high school 
lads represented the North and South 
zones of the Perth metropolitan 
area. Those who turned up early 
for the state game saw some future 
champions take to the big game  
stage for the first time. The North 
Zone team included Les Fong 
(Balcatta), Kevin Bryant (Mount 
Lawley), West Perth 1995 and 1999 
premiership coach John Dimmer 
(Scarborough) and future Australian 
cricket captain, Kim Hughes (City 
Beach). The South Zone side included 
players of the ilk of Bruce Monteath 
(Hamilton Hill), Ken Inman (Bentley) 
and Ray Bauskis (Cannington).

Les Fong takes possession in the school boys’ game against Tasmania.
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From the Vault
100 years ago at 
Leederville

The 1990s marked the departure of 
West Perth from Leederville, the last 
home game being played in the final 
qualifying fixture of the 1993 season. 
West Perth played the first of its 
home games at Leederville on 24th 
July 1915. HeartBeat hasn’t seen any 
photos of the earliest of our seasons at 
Leederville but recently stumbled upon 
a copy of The Western Mail from 12th 
August 1920. The sport pages feature a 
full page of photographs of the Round 
13 (7th August) game between West 
Perth and South Fremantle played at 
Leederville.

George Tyson was captain-coach of 
West Perth and South Fremantle were 
led by Wally Gunnyon. This was a 
contest between the fifth and six-
placed sides in a six team competition, 
perhaps explaining the few spectators 
on Leederville’s unmistakeable eastern 
bank. The forerunner of The Football 
Budget, The WA Footballer, came 
into print from 1921 and so we’re 
unfortunately unable to correctly 
identify players in these photos. 
Importantly, West Perth won this 
game by 30 points, 8.14 (62) to South 
Fremantle’s 4.8 (32).

The 1920 season wasn’t especially 
successful for our Club, West Perth 
missing the top four by considerable 
percentage. The foundation had 
been built however. Harold Boyd had 
debuted in 1919, joining Jim Gosnell 
and Jim Craig, who had both played 
their first games in 1918, all players 
who would ultimately play significant 
roles in West Perth’s success in the 
decade ahead.
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Remember when ...
Paul Mifka hauled in a ten goal bag?

It was 5th August 1995 
and West Perth were at 
home to seventh-placed 
Perth. The Falcons were in 
fourth place and in heavy 
traffic competing with 
East Fremantle and South 
Fremantle for the finals’ 
double chance. 

The home team were in 
trouble early, trailing Perth 
5.3 (33) to 0.6 (6) at the 
first change. John Dimmer 
then swung fan favourite 
Paul Mifka from defence to 
centre half forward and the 
game changed. 

Paul went on to boot ten 
goals, and the Falcons ran 
out winners by a 93 point 
margin, 25.19 (169) to Perth’s 
11.10 (76).

The Football Budget, 12th August 1995
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Celebrating 1999 premiership success
John Dimmer and Luke Rayner remember...

John Dimmer at home with his West Perth memorabilia. 

Source: Perthnow.com 

After the glory of the Club’s success in 
1995, the 1996 season was somewhat 
disappointing, culminating in a 70 
point loss to East Fremantle in the 
first semi-final. That fourth placed 
finish was followed in 1997 by the Club 
missing the finals altogether, ending 
the home and away season in sixth 
position. 

New recruits underpinned 
expectations for a successful 1998, 
the Club ultimately falling to East 
Fremantle in the grand final by 43 
points. Hopes remained high for 1999 
and the team delivered, finishing 
second on the ladder and booking an 
appointment with South Fremantle in 
the second semi-final. A meritorious 
15 point defeat at the hands of a 
South Fremantle outfit ladened with 

Fremantle AFL listed players provided 
optimism that the Falcons remained 
a legitimate premiership threat. This 
optimism grew in the wake of a 65 
point demolition of Subiaco in the 
preliminary final.

John Dimmer and Luke Rayner share 
memories of their time at our Club 
and the 1999 premiership season.

Before we get to your time at West 
Perth, we’d like to explore your career 
as a league footballer. You debuted 
for Subiaco in Round 16 in 1973, the 
Lions recording a six point win against 
a wayward kicking Perth at Lathlain. 
That Perth team included some 
champions of the game including 
Barry Cable, Greg Brehaut, Murray 
Couper, Colin Lofts, Ian Miller, Bob 
Shields and Chubby Stiles. What do 
you remember of your debut?
That was an interesting first game. The 
coach, Ross Smith, told me I would 
be on the ground once Subiaco had 
gained control of the game. As the 
game went on the team never gained 
control and fell over the line on the 
siren. So, I didn’t actually make it onto 
the ground (in those days the bench 
was a substitution bench and not an 
interchange). Coincidently, I actually 
made my way onto the ground a few 
weeks later against West Perth.

You played six games in 1973, the last 
of these six being the grand final. It’s 
not a game we’re keen to dwell on in 
this publication but... how is it that 
Subiaco overcame West Perth in that 
grand final?
Subiaco had been beaten in the three 
home and away games as well as the 
second semi-final. I think those four 
losses, especially the second semi 
loss, spurred the players on and the 
team was able to break a 49 year 
premiership drought.

Ross Smith, 1967 Brownlow Medallist 
and St. Kilda premiership star, 
coached Subiaco for the first of two 
seasons in 1973. Was there any aspect 
of Ross Smith’s coaching philosophies 

John Dimmer’s football career began as a player with Subiaco in 1973. Moving to East Perth for the 1980 season, John 
finished his playing days at the Royals in 1983 having played 171 games (90 for Subiaco and 81 for East Perth) plus 
four games for Western Australia. 

Stints as coach within school and junior football, reserves at Claremont and then at West Coast Amateur Football 
Club in 1994 were followed by his appointment as senior coach at West Perth for the 1995 season. John was to coach 
West Perth to two premierships and followed these with a further two flags, as coach at South Fremantle. He also 
coached Western Australia in 1996 and 2010. 

We asked John for his recollections of those premiership years at Joondalup, but began by asking him about his early 
days in League football.

John Dimmer in his first season at East Perth
Football Budget, 20th September 1980 
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that were to ultimately help you 
prepare for coaching?
I always found Ross to be a calm 
and considered coach who also had 
some tactical ploys to use against 
specific opponents and to take into 
account the weather conditions. These 
attributes were something that I saw 
as being important and they fitted my 
own thoughts and personality.

In 1980, and after 90 games with 
Subiaco, you joined East Perth. What 
was behind your change in clubs?
At that stage Subiaco were struggling 
financially and also in playing strength. 
I also had a range of injuries that 
limited the number of games I played 
and I felt it was time for a change. The 
chance to play finals football was also a 
motivation.

You seemed to play your career 
best football while at East Perth, 
representing the state four times, 
including a state-of-origin match 
against Victoria in 1981. What drove 
you to play your best football?
That fact that I was injury free for most 

of the time certainly helped, plus I was 
in my mid-twenties which is usually a 
key time in a footballer’s life. 

And what are your memories of that 
state-of-origin game at Subiaco, won 
by Western Australia?
State of Origin was certainly a big game 
in those days, played on a Tuesday 
afternoon in front of a big crowd. The 
Victorian team had to fly to WA in a 
number of small chartered planes with 
several stops on the way due to one 
of the major airlines having a strike (I 
think). I always felt we were in control 
of the game and ended up with a 
relatively comfortable win.

You played the last of your 171 WAFL 
games in 1983. What did you do 
between finishing up your playing 
career and arriving at West Perth in 
1995?
After retiring from playing I moved 
into coaching. My first appointment 
was with the Karrinyup U18s team that 
played in the Claremont District as 
well as taking on the State Schoolboys 
team. I coached both groups for 

two years.  After having a year off I 
resumed coaching in 1987 with the 
Claremont reserves with Gerard 
Neesham in charge of the league 
team. I was there for seven years 
and served what I felt was a strong 
apprenticeship. My next team was 
the West Coast amateurs who played 
in the A Grade competition and we 
went on to win the 1994 Premiership. 
I also coached my son’s Whitfords 
U13s team. The Amateurs played on 
Saturday and the juniors on Sundays 
so the weekend was pretty full!

You assumed coaching duties 
following the departure of Jeff 
Gieschen. To what extent did the 
team’s playing list and game plan 
evolve through that 1995 season?
When I arrived at West Perth I felt the 
squad was talented and were keen 
for success. They had been close 
the year before and the motivation 
to win a premiership was high, 
especially from the senior players led 
by Darren Harris. I brought a couple 
of youngsters into the team, most 
noticeably, Brendan Logan. Ronnie 

Burns also returned to the club and 
we recruited Robert Malone from 
Claremont. Chris Groom came to us 
via the Fremantle Dockers and was 
a key target for the players up the 
ground. The actual game plan was 
not particularly different to what I had 
used at the Claremont reserves and 
also at the amateur level.

What were the main factors behind 
West Perth’s grand final win?
We had played well for most of the 
year, however, ironically (think back to 
1973!), we struggled against Subiaco. 
The pleasing aspect of the playing 
group was that they saw the games 
against Subiaco as a real challenge and 
every time we played them the losing 
margin was reduced. Going into the 
second semi-final against them was 
always going to be a difficult game, 
however, the players had gained a 
great deal of confidence from the last 
home and away game against them 
when the team powered home only 
to fall agonisingly close to victory. 
The one point win in the second semi 
(kicked by Robert Malone) gave the 
players an immense amount of belief 
and they all played extremely well to 
come away with a great win in the 
Grand Final.

The club finished fourth in 1996 and 
sixth in 1997 before making another 
grand final in 1998, this time a 43 
point loss to East Fremantle. What 
learnings did you take from that game 
and season that informed preparation 
and planning for 1999?
The playing group stayed very similar 
to the team that lost the Grand Final in 
1998 and with the addition of a couple 
of recruits we always felt we could 
challenge again in 1999.

West Perth and South Fremantle were 
clearly the two dominant teams in 
1999. South Fremantle had beaten 
West Perth in three outings prior to 
the grand final, including by a 15 point 
margin in the second semi-final. That 
all changed on grand final day. Can 
you take us through your preparation 
for that game... what did consider you 
needed to do to win the flag?

The Football Budget, 17th July 1999
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I thought we played well in the 
second semi-final, but made too 
many mistakes with our ball use and 
we worked at improving that aspect 
of our game which included viewing 
video footage from the second semi. 
The players displayed an incredible 
motivation to take on South Fremantle 
in the Grand Final and after disposing 
of Subiaco in the Preliminary Final they 
did everything that was asked of them 
and came away with one of the big 
upsets in Grand Final history, defeating 
a Dockers loaded South Fremantle 
team.

Did your plans come to fruition on 
game day? It seems an early jump 
(six goals to three) on the Bulldogs 
was key to that win. What are your 
memories of that game?
As indicated above everything came 
together extremely well. If Brendan 
Fewster could have kicked straight we 
would have won by even more.

The 1999 grand final was to be your 
last as senior coach at West Perth. 
Had you decided prior to the grand 
final that you would be finishing up?
No, the only reason I left was to take 
up a position as an assistant coach at 
Fremantle.

What are your best memories of your 
five years at Joondalup?
The two premierships were obviously 
great with 1999 being a real highlight. 
But it wasn’t just that. I met a great 
number of people who I still consider 
friends as well as seeing players from 
my time go on to become coaches in 
their own right.

You stepped back into senior coaching 
at WAFL level in 2004, taking the 
helm at South Fremantle until 2011 
and in that time won another two 
premierships (in 2005 and 2009). What 
was behind your decision to coach 
again?
When I left Fremantle at the end of 
2000 I started a new job at Christ 
Church Grammar School and wished 
to focus on that for a while. However 
at the end of 2001 I helped Darren 
Harris secure the coaching job at 
West Perth and was appointed as the 
Director of Coaching for two years. It 
was a great feeling to see Darren win 
the Grand Final in 2003. Being involved 
with West Perth and Darren gave me 
the motivation to coach again and 
when the South Fremantle job became 
available I applied and was appointed.

What involvement do you have with 
the game these days?
These days I am on the Football Affairs 
Committee of the West Perth Football 
Club and also serve as a sounding 
board for the coach Geoff Valentine 
and the Football Manager, Steve 
Trewhella.

I also have the occasional chat with 
Darren Harris and keep an eye on Todd 
Curley’s efforts at South Fremantle. I 
watch my grandsons play on Sunday 
morning (once they resume after the 
lockdown) and also attend premiership 
reunions.  

Ha ha!

Call Mark Hamilton

0400 257 504

• Log book servicing
• Brake repairs
• Suspension repairs
• Mechanical repairs
• Fault diagnosis
• Free quotes
• Vehicle inspections
• Mobile Mechanic MRB 7597

Christian Kelly

From the Vault...Ron Skender in profile

Ron Skender played 101 games for 
the Club between 1997 and 2003. 
In 1999, he finished third in the 
Sandover Medal, just two votes 
behind winner Gus Seebeck. In this 
1999 profile, Ron talks about his 
early days in League football and 
the team’s prospects for 1999.

The Football Budget, 
12th June 1999
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Digby Morrell Troy Wilson
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I was recruited to the Falcons in 1998 
by then Football Manager Cameron 
Knapton from my local club Grovedale 
in the Geelong Football League. I had 
strong approaches from both West 
Perth and East Perth at the time and 
am I glad I went the way of the Falcons.

Having been listed with both Carlton 
and North Melbourne and then 
spending two seasons with my local 
club I was extremely motivated to get 
back to a high standard of football and 
with my brother living in the West, my 
then girlfriend Andrea and I decided to 
pack the bags and head over.

I must say in my time in football the 
two years spent with the West Perth 
Football Club, working at Joondalup 
Country Club and forming many 
lifelong friendships would without 
doubt be my most enjoyable time in 
the game. 

Over the two seasons I played we 
were able to enjoy many victories 
and be fortunate enough to play in 
grand finals both seasons. Our group 
in general was quite young with just 
a sprinkling of the older boys to help 
shape the group into what became a 
very driven and hungry team.

John Dimmer on reflection is without 
doubt the best coach I played under. 
JD had this knack of being able to get 
each and every individual to play their 
part, their role and fulfil the needs of 
the team. He was relaxed and calming, 
but extremely smart and he was able 
to get the best out of the group. This 
was clearly demonstrated by the 
results of the team which in many 
ways lacked the big name stars of 
other clubs but who were able to gel to 
produce winning outcomes.

Heading West ...Luke Rayner remembers

The group itself over this two year 
period became a very tight knit team 
that played hard. By that I mean we 
worked very hard on the training track, 
worked really hard for each other in 
games and also played fairly hard off 
the field which in my view is where a 
lot of the love and care for each other 
was generated and allowed us to 
achieve the ultimate success.

Both years saw us go into the grand 
finals as underdogs. In 1998 East 
Fremantle were a great team, clear 
favourites and deservedly went on 
to comfortably win the premiership. 
Personally I had a solid game and I 
remember us playing the contest, the 
game right out to the very end and in 
many of the wake discussions after 
that grand final loss, we as a team 
talked about getting back on that stage 
and having another shot at the title.

Kim Rigoll was an amazing leader of 
our group in 1999. Given we were 

relatively young there was a level of 
confidence and arrogance about our 
group and Kim never shied away from 
pulling us into line if were getting away 
from what the team needed. In 1999, 
South Fremantle were littered with 
Dockers players whilst we had three 
AFL listed players. The rest of us were 
a group formed from many different 
paths and who had formed an amazing 
bond. The build up again saw us enter 
grand final day as underdogs but a 
steely determination, confidence in 
our ability and many learnings from 
the previous year had us ready for the 
challenge.

There is no doubt we were a team, 
ready to play for each other and ready 
to win at all costs. To the boys’ credit 
we delivered on this - Critter Kelly’s 
game for obvious reasons stands 
out however I remember all players 
at different times having an impact 
and executing on inspirational plays. 
Personally it was a dirty day really - I 
had dislocated my shoulder in the 
preliminary final and will be forever 
grateful to JD and the selectors for 
giving me the opportunity to play and 
be a part of the Club’s history. I will 
never forget the 25,000-odd people in 
the stands, most of whom were on our 
side, creating an amazing atmosphere 
and experience for us all to remember. 

What a great two years these were. 
Strong bonds between players were 
formed, as were friendships that exist 
to this day, and provide memories we 
now all share. I look forward to our 
reunions every 10 years… they’re like 
we’ve never been apart. I love the Club 
for my experiences and I love my team 
mates for being who they were at the 
time and giving me an opportunity to 
be part of something truly memorable.

Luke Rayner played 43 games for West Perth in seasons 1998 and 1999. Initially drafted by Carlton at pick 61 in the 
1992 national draft, Luke returned to Victoria in 2000 where he coached Myrtleford in the Ovens  
and Murray League for three seasons. Since then, Luke has become a widely respected and highly sought after 
senior coach in community football in Victoria.  HeartBeat asked Luke to recall his time at West Perth.

Luke Rayner
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Goals

West Perth

Christian Kelly (4), Paul Symmons (2), 
Brendon Fewster (2), Glenn Britten (2), 
Brendon Logan (1), Jeff Bruce (1),  
Ron Skender (1), Digby Morrell (1)

South Fremantle

Garth Taylor (3), Michael Clark (2), 
Brad Bootsma (1), Daniel Schell (1), 
Paul Maher (1), Peter Worsfold (1), 
Antoni Grover (1), Zane Parsons (1)

Best players

West Perth

Christian Kelly, Kim Rigoll, Brendon 
Fewster, Todd Curley, Clayton 
Lasscock, Paul Mifka

South Fremantle

Toby McGrath, Cory McGrath, Peter 
Mann, Garth Taylor, John Porter, 
Matthew Clucas

Umpires

Brett Rosebury, Mitch Fussell,  
Wayne French 

Attendance

25,473

Christian Kelly was awarded the 
Simpson Medal

Backs

Steve Trewhella, Adam Curley, Paul Mifka

Half backs

Brett Cousins, Phil Smith, Clayton Lasscock

Centres

Paul Symmons, Troy Wilson, James Ferguson

Half forwards

Kim Rigoll, Digby Morrell, Jeff Bruce

Forwards

Brendon Logan, Brendon Fewster, Steven Koops

Ruck

Ron Skender, Christian Kelly, Peter Julian

Interchange

Glenn Britten, Ryan Webb, Luke Rayner

GRAND FINAL MATCH SUMMARY

1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Total

97

72

1999 GRAND FINAL TEAM LINE-UP
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Brendon Fewster contests a 
boundary throw-in  during 
the 1999 Grand Final.

Below: Teammates congregate to accept 
their premiership medals. From left to 
right are Ron Skender, Paul Hasler (slightly 
obscured), Luke Rayner, Peter Julian, Glenn 
Britten, Brendon Logan, Christian Kelly, 
Steven Koops (slightly obscured) Phil Smith 
and Ryan Webb (slightly obscured).

Captain Kim Rigoll  
in the 1999 grand final  

at Subiaco Oval. 

From the Vault...
1999 Grand Final Gallery
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What 
the 
papers 
said ...
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From the vault...
Paul Mifka retires
Paul Mifka played the last of his 283 
games for West Perth in the 1999 
Grand Final. Debuting in Round One 
1984, Paul made an immediate impact 
on the WAFL competition, winning 
several WAFL media awards for best 
first year player and finishing behind 
only Peter Menaglio and Les Fong in 
the Breckler Medal. 

One of our Club’s finest servants, Paul 
was instrumental in the premiership 
wins of 1995 and 1999, and he was 
appropriately chaired off after his final 
game. Earlier in 1999, Basil Zempilas 
writing for the Football Budget spoke 
of his memories of Paul Mifka.

Paul Mifka is chaired from the ground 
after the 1999 premiership win

The Football Budget, 7th August 1999

The Prendergast Medal was awarded 
for the first time in 1947 in recognition 
of the best and fairest player in the 
WAFL’s Reserve grade competition. In 
that time, just eight West Perth players 
have won the medal. 

Rob Hunt was awarded the 
Prendergast Medal in 1999 and he 
won again in 2000. Rob went on to 
play 78 senior games for the Falcons 
and was a member of the Club’s 2003 
premiership side. 

The other West Perth players to have 
won the Prendergast Medal are:

Keith London (1951)

Don Cox (1956)

David Price (1958)

Gary Cripps (1973)

David Vogel (1981)

Frank Stockley (2013)

Aiden Lynch (2014)

Remember when... 

Rob Hunt won the 
Prendergast Medal - twice!

The Football Budget
2nd October 1999



  Issue 8, June 2020

PAGE 76 PAGE 77

HEARTBEAT  |  PART IV OF IV



PAGE 78

Upcoming Events

Round 1 2020 WAFL Season
Saturday 1st August, 2020

 Dominish Medal and Awards Dinner
Friday 2nd October, 2020

Breckler Medal and Awards Dinner
Saturday 3rd October, 2020

Please refer to the club’s website for  
updates as dates are subject to change.
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to this edition of HeartBeat [Part IV]:

Jim DiCarlo Darren Harris
John Dimmer Luke Rayner
Steve Trewhella Bill Spittles

Print quality and previous 
editions of HeartBeat
Print quality files of this emailed 
version of HeartBeat can be found on 
the Club’s website:

westperthfc.com.au/the-club/past-
players-officials-association

You’ll also find back copies of all 
previous HeartBeat editions here too.

In the absence of live footy, we hope 
you have enjoyed reflecting on our 
Club’s premiership wins from the 
1960s and 1990s.

As this COVID-19 disrupted WAFL 
season is scheduled to commence on 
Saturday, 1st August, we’ll be packing 
away our footy archives for a short 
while to focus on the future of our 
great Club.

Signing off
Our next edition of HeartBeat will be 
sent out later in 2020.

This period of COVID-19 has done 
nothing to dim the enthusiasm and 
motivation of our playing and coaching 
group, who have continued to work 
hard though this period of uncertainty. 
Your support - vocal or financial - is 
welcomed and we look forward to 
seeing you at our games.

The HeartBeat team.


