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In this edition of HeartBeat, we focus
on premierships won by our Club in
the 1990s.

In the 14 seasons following 1975, the
Club frequently made finals however
failed to go deep into September. The
1990s offered fresh opportunities and
our Colts provided a taste of things to
come by winning the 1990 flag. In the
1990s, our League team appeared in
grand finals in 1993, 1995, 1998 and 1999
for winsin 1995 and 1999.

In Part Four of this edition of HeartBeat
we reflect on the 1990s and our Club’s
successes in that memorable decade.
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Celebrating 1990 Colts’ premiership success
Jim DiCarlo remembers...

Jim DiCarlo, former West Perth
player and coach of the 1990 Colts
premiership team, takes us back
to 1990 and his memories of that
successful season.

The West Perth Colts (or thirds as they
were once known) have only ever won
two premierships... the first in 1968
and second in 1990. My one “claim

to fame” is that | have an association
with both. | played in the 1968 winning
team and coached the 1990 team. It
has now been 30 years since that win
and plans are underway to have a
reunion of the players and those who
were a part of our support team.

| began coaching the West Perth Colts
in 1985, coinciding with the arrival

of John Wynne as senior coach, who
had returned to the Club after many
years playing football for Norwood

in South Australia. | replaced the late
Tom James as coach. Tom was a very
special and influential person within
my football life. | first met Tom in 1963
when | tried out for the Osborne Park
under 14s. He went out of his way to
convince my parents to allow me to
play football and was to be my only
coach during my six years at the club.
In 1968, my first year at West Perth,
Tom and | continued our relationship
when he was appointed coach of the
Fourths team. | was fortunate enough
to make the Thirds side and was a
member of the 1968 premiership ‘ . bt
winning team. | often refer to Tom as Coach Jim DiCarlo and team manager Noel Miller watching from the boundary line on
my football father figure because of Grand Final day
the influence and support he gave me

over many years.

gt

“Positive thoughts =
Positive actions =

During my six years as coach of the
West Perth Colts we had three senior
coaches, John Wynne, Bruce Monteath
and George Michalczyk. All three

had very different approaches to the
development and coaching of the
Club’s elite junior players. In 1989 the

Positive results =
Premiership!”
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West Perth Colts had a successful year,
playing in the preliminary final, losing
by just two goals. We then looked to
1990, a season full of promise with the
arrival of several talented country boys
and a strong group of players who had
played in 1989.

The 1990 season began with a 12 goal
win over East Fremantle followed

by a draw with strong opponents,
East Perth. The season was looking
promising, however the team would
lose the next four games and after
Round Six we were sitting on the
bottom of the ladder. We knew we
were better than a bottom-of-the-
ladder side and we managed to
scrape home in Round Seven against
Subiaco. This was the beginning of

a seven match winning streak that
would eventually return us to the top
four. That win also gave our players
the confidence and belief that we
could beat any team we had to play,
in particular Claremont and Swan
Districts. We were brought back to
earth in Round 14 with a four goal loss
to Subiaco. This proved to be a spur
and was to be our last loss for

the season.

It was around this time that the Club
made a key decision in respect to the
Colts team. Club President, Tom James
and senior coach George Michalczyk
met with me to discuss prospects

for the Colts team for 1990 and they
wanted to understand how the Club
could help us win a premiership. It
was decided to keep the Colts players
together for the remainder of the
season and to add Paul Dean, who
was playing Reserves, to the squad.
There had been some lack of success
for the Club for a number of years
and the Club saw the 1990 Colts team
as representing an opportunity to
win a premiership. At that stage we
were sitting in second position on the
ladder. The team went on to win their
final seven qualifying games to finish
on top of the ladder, which included
ten goal wins over Perth, South
Fremantle and Subiaco.

Westside Football
26th April 1990

MICHALCZYK
LOOKS ON THE
POSITIVE SIDE

TAKING the tag of WA’s Rookie in the first round and made the finals.

Know
vour
eclub

by Tania Armstrong

Coach-of-the-Year from last season
into this year’s competition was a
title that didn’t bother West Perth’s
George Michalczyk.

But going into this Saturday’s Round
5 without a 1990 success, the former
cool-headed veteran player could be

This year we've got a better run home
“to finish the round.”

Michalczyk describes himself as a
positive thinking coach who enjoys his
role and he says that enjoyment is the
most important part of his job.

I get a lot of enjoyment from coach-

Falcons
coach George
Michalczyk
is still in a
confident
Jframe of
" mind, despite
the tearn’s

ed his side into a strong combination

" that made a late run for the finals, PD‘::]?:‘R‘:")L]' m%? %?&“ﬁf&‘ﬂs‘ggv?:
evicting Swan Districts from fourth Homleit Wayog WDeyman: Diren
O’Brien and David Palm all

excused for pushing the panic button.

ing in 1986, took over as coach of the

Falcons at the start of 1989 and mould- match fit 15 hi

spot in the last qualifying game.

That first-up coaching performance
by Michalczyk was naturally going to
lead to hopes of further glory this year,
but success has eluded the camp.

Michalczyk is a calculating coach
who searches for answers, not excuses
and he calmly points out that West
Perth’s first round draw has not been in
favour of his Falcons.

HOME GAMES
In the first month of football action,

underdone.

pre-season maiches.

promise.

ASSISTANT’S ROLE

Perth, who have had played three out
of four at Perth Oval and every other
side has had at least two home games.

ranks.

the fifth game than we have,” Michalc- have been many
zyk said.

“Everyone’s already written us off,  league ranks.
but last year we won three out of seven

WOOL BUYERS

PROUD TO SPONSOR

WEST PERTH'S
COUNTRY ZONES

FREMANTLE (09) 335 7322
WOOL STORE AND OFFICE
CNR MARINE TERRACE AND
SOUTH STREET, FREMANTLE

Falcons under-19s coach Jim Di Carlo

ing, just as the guys haye to enjoy play"-
Michalczyk, who retired from play- lg:% Eelggsc{“ﬂi?l:ﬁ‘- ;g":éelﬁ-" ,2“;]1; 2;?‘;

Getting senior Falcons players
on Michalczyk’s list at

“They've all been p]aying,‘b,\n they
missed a lot of pre-scason training and

Derek Hall and Basil Zempilas have
been Michalczyk’s best finds so far this
season and Glen Bewick, Paul Hazell
and Richard Higgins have all shown

Peter Curley has been assistant coa-
the Falcons have only played one game o, o the Falgyuns throughout Michalc-
on_their hallowed Leederville Oval  ;upe reipn‘and sees his role as one of

turf, compared with arch rivals East oqucing young players for league

He had limited success with his re-
i serves side last year and is yet to coach

No-one’s had a tougher run up to winning team this season, but there
ung players develop
under his control and stake a claim for

“I enjoy coaching, though it can be
very frustrating at times,” Curley said.
It is hard to get a team spirit going
with guys coming in and out of the side.
But I enjoy seeing my players move up

poor start.

His assistant

into the league side and when they are
dropped back, it’s my job to build their
confidence up again.

“Developing league footballers is my
job even though we all like to win from
fime fo time.”

There are a lot of new faces in Cur-
ley's side, which lacks big men and
Burracoppin recruit Graham Kerse
had been the team’s outstanding player
before he had a baptism of fire when he

made his league debut against Clare-
mont last Saturday.

Mike Patterson has been performing For
well, as has 17-year-old Hale School
Tecruit Dale Warren. New or

STALWART

Falcons under-19s coach Jim Di
Carlo is a West Perth stalwart who has
become a regular contributor at Lee-
derville Oval. After five years experi-
ence at junior level, he is now into his
sixth season with the Falcons under-
19s side...and displaying his usual en-
thusiastic approach.

The enthusiastic school teacher's
love of the game is obvious and he is
the only coach at the club who has
recorded a win so far this season. His
1990 record could have been healthier
had his side not faltered against the
Royals in round two and salvaged a
draw. 445 Wanneroo Road,
Di Carlo took his under-19s side to Balcatta. Phone 3441122
the finals last season before they were '
ousted by runners-up East Perth in the
preliminary final.

Jdives{ BRT 651 oL 2161

(

Perpetual Finance

Major Sponsors of

West Perth Football Club

We lost key player Paul Dean for the
semi-final but managed a four goal win
over East Fremantle. Better players on
the day were Andrew Figliomeni with
five goals, Jamie Merillo, Justin Driffill,
David Marriot, Gavin Bailey, Nathan
Howat and Adam Fallows.

Claremont accounted for East
Fremantle in the preliminary final,
winning a tight battle by just five
points. The Claremont team was
strong and included Ashley Mcintosh,
Quentin Leach, Brad Wira, Matt
Connell, Brendan Hendry, Chris Gerryn

and Jeremy Crawley. We'd beaten
Claremont in two of our three games
in 1990, including a one point win in
Round 11 and we went into the Grand
Final with confidence.

On Grand Final day, the rooms

were full of senior players and Club
officials who had come to support
us. There were red and blue balloons
and streamers everywhere which
helped to create a terrific grand final
atmosphere. We followed the same
process as we had in all games that
season in respect to our warm-ups,
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Freak goal gives

Royals
late draw

A FREAK goal by East Perth’s Alec
Yarran tied the scores in the Pepsi
under-19s match at Leederville Oval
last Saturday to give East Perth and
West Perth the first drawn game of
the season.

As the siren sounded to end the
match, Yarran was 25. metres out and
running away from the goals. He
screwed a kick over his left shoulder
and watched it sail through the opening
to tie the scores at 8.11 each.

The draw is the first in the under-19s
competition since East Fremantle drew
with Claremont, with scores on 10.10
(70), in round seven on May 14, 1988.

DISAPPOINTED

West Perth were justified in being
disappointed with the result as they
should have won easily, having domi-
nated for most of the match.

Royals coach Greg Henderson was
quite relieved to salvage a draw.

“West Perth should have won by
four or five goals,” Henderson said.

“If you watched the game and didn’t
look at the scoreboard, you would have
thought that West Perth had won quite
easily. But I was happy to come out of
the match with some premiership
points.

“I don’t recall being involved in a
draw with East Perth’s under-19s be-
fore and I've been coaching them for
the past seven seasons.”

POTENTIAL

Best players for the Royals were Gra-
ham McKnight, who regularly sets up
attacking moves off the half-back line
and Alex Casella, who is showing enor-
mous potential on a wing .

Henderson said that his side had to
concentrate on consistency and put
their first win on the board after losing
to reigning premiers Subiaco in the
opening round.

“We've got a lot of players to chose
from, with a squad of around 50 guys
on the track, so there will be a few
changes in the sides as we juggle every-
one around.”

Westside Football,
12th April 1990

CLAREMONT earned the
chance to challenge for their
third under-19s premiership in
five seasons when they survived a
tight and tough preliminary final
last Sunday.

The Tigers ousted East Fremantie
from the fg
6.5 (41) victory at Subiaco Oval.

A slippery surface meant that most
of the first-half ball-contesting was de-
cided at ground level and players
showed great commitment.

Claremont’s first quarter effort set
up their victory — kicking four goals
to one, with the Sharks producing too
. many errors.

The Tigers dominance was such that
Sharks coach Richard Morphett was
forced to move forward Darren Collins
into defence; a move that slowed the

igers attacks down.

OPPORTUNITIES

- The two sides went goal-for-goal till
three-quarter-time, but the Sharks
could make up little ground as they
squandered too many opportunities in
the forward line.

The best football came in the decid-
ing term, especially from a rejuvenated

inals battle with a 7.4 (46) to

igers after third pennant

Pepsi Under-19s
round-up
with GAVIN EBBS

East Fremantle, who constantly at-
tacked and gradually cut down Clare-

mont's lead.

The Sharks got to within five points
of the Tigers and had chances to take
the lead for the first time when Darren
Collins marked from 45-metres out.

But it was a tough shot and regis-
tered only a point, enabling the Tigers
to rebound immediately and present
Jeremy Crawley with the chance toseal ~ form.

the game.

However, Crawley’s shot also
missed and the Sharks tried desperate-
ly to score a major,'but the siren sound-

ed to end their season.

SPECTACULAR

Match-winners for the Tigers includ-
ed Rohan Klemm, who produced a
spectacular mark and minutes later ram
down the speedy Jeff Morris to give his

side a morale-boosting goal.

West Coast Eagles draftee Ashley
up-forward,
kicking three goals and he had strong

McIntosh played well

= Top quality in Falcons victory

THE future looks more than
promising for West Perth and
-East Fremantle if last Sunday’s
Pepsi under-19s second semi-fi-
nal is anything to go by.

The prospect of playing in a grand
final fired-up the two sides and the

game begun at a furious pace. time break as lﬂ-ﬁlm leaders.

The first quarter was goal-for-goal
with neither side wanting to give the
other a lead to build on.

West Perth had the better of East
Fremantle in the second term — keep-
ing the ball in their forward-line for
most of the quarter to go into the half-

They maintained the pressure on the
Sharks throughout the third term to
lead by 25 points at three-guarter-
time, setting up the victory with some
exciting play.
West Perth’s Andrew Figliomeni
played outstanding football for four
quarters, snapping two brilliant goals
while under pressure from Sharks de-
fenders and finishing with five goals.
Jeremy Sheldrick played a signifi-
cant role, kicking three goals, two of
| which inspired his team-mates.

Sheldrick’s first effort was a skilful
snap and his second came from a
booming 50-metre kick.

The best piece of play came in the
third quarter. when East Fremantle re-
bounded strongly from defence, to
turn what looked to be a certain Fal-
cons goal into six points to their own
scoreline with an encouraging display
of team-work.

The Sharks threw everything they
had at the Falcons in the deciding
quarter, getting to within two. goals,
but the minor premiers pulled awaty)
with two quick goals to win, 15.1
(100) to 12.4 (76).

East Fremantle wingman Jon Stagg
was casily the best afield, constantly
finding fellow Sharks and working
hard for the ball.

support in wingman Anthony Hewett,
centreman Justin Pass, forward Jer-
emy Crawley and Medallists Medal
winner, Brendan Hendry.

Jon Stagg was again effective on a
wing for East Fremantle and centre-
man Glen Davies and rover Jeff Mor-
ris worked hard, while Nick Litis and
Damien Clark found form in the sec-
ond half.

FAVOURITES

Claremont now go into this Sunday’s
grand final against hot favourites West
Perth, but they are in with a strong
chance if they can reproduce the same

The Falcons have been the trend-
setters for most of the season and their
comfortable 24-point win over East
Fremantle in the second semi-final in-
dicated their strength.

Andrew Figliomeni was a focal point
in attack with four goals and he is a
man that must be watched, with Jer-
emy Sheldrick also a danger-man in
attack.

Ruckman Chad [nnes and mobile
men Justin Driffill and Jamie Merillo
are also in good form and provide the
Falcons with strong midfield
opportunities.

Westside Football,
20th September 1990

Pepsi Under-19s
round-up
with GAVIN EBBS

Stagg also kicked three impressive
goals and can consider himself unlucky
not 10 have finished with more — in
the first term he found open space near
the goals, but was ignored by team-
mates coming downfield. 5

Jeff Morris, Carl Cicanese and Glen
Davies were others who fought hard
for East Fremantle.

Match-winners for West Perth in-
cluded ruckman Shane Liddle, Gavin
Bailey, Chad Innes (ruck and forward)
and Todd Curley, who found form in_
the second half. <

East Fremantle were far from dis-
graced and go into this week’s do-or-
die preliminary final against Clare-
mont full of confidence.

Westside Football,
13th September 1990
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Jim’s final address focussed on
these game day strategies:

POSITIVE THOUGHTS >

POSITIVE ACTIONS -
POSITIVE RESULTS >
PREMIERSHIP!

OUR CHANCE TO
CREATE HISTORY .

T LET ANYONE
0 AKE T FROM 0U

one to one talks with every
player and a final address to the
team before the players ran out
onto Subiaco Oval.

In my final address, | asked the
players to foucs on:

Aggression

*  Towards the ball...
be first to the ball

«  Towards your opponent...
fairly

Bringing the ball to ground
+  Get numbers to the contest
*  Thisis our main strength

Teamwork
+  Beself-disciplined for the
team

«  Man up on your opponent
*  Share the ball

Persistence
+  One of our main strengths
+  Keep pressure on them

Open forward line

*  Kick to Jeremy
Sheldrick’s body

+  Forwards must pressure
opponents to stop run out
of defence

Other messages included:

Positive thoughts —
Positive actions  —
Positive results ~ —
Premierships!

This is our chance to create
history... don't let anyone take
it from you.
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The first half of the Grand Final was a
tight, low scoring affair with just five
points separating the two teams at
half time. We were struggling with the
Neesham style of play that Claremont
adopted, where they placed extra
players in defence to run and carry
the ball forward. Our defensive six
however, were outstanding and kept
us in the game.

During the half time break it was
important we remain calm and positive
and not allow negative thoughts

to creep into our minds. We also
identified changes needed to be made
to how we approached and played the
second half.

We changed the structure of our
forward zone and kept our players
forward of centre in traditional
positions, forcing Claremont into a one

to one situation with half forwards
and forward pockets playing wide and
close to the boundaries. This allowed
key forwards Chad Innes and Jeremy
Sheldrick plenty of space to move

and provided other forwards with
opportunities to play one on one.

The key message at half time was

to win our one on one contests,
especially in our forward zone. Our
defence had to continue with their
great work of the first half. | believed
in our players winning these contests
as we had a number of strong bodies,
particularly Anthony Boyatsis, Andrew
Figliomeni, lan Kerin and Nathan
Howat. We needed to play to our
strengths. The third quarter was most
certainly the premiership quarter

for us. We were able to control the
ball, defend it strongly and won

numerous one on one contests all
over the ground. Chad Innes at centre
half forward played an outstanding
quarter kicking five goals while our
defence kept Claremont goalless.

At three quarter time it was important
we not get carried away with the five
goal lead we had. We made a few
changes and throughout the final
quarter every player kept the pressure
on Claremont and restricted them to
just three points.

It was a fantastic effort by our back
line, Craig Rinder, Shane Liddle, Adam
Fallows, Justin Driffill, Jason Colbung,
Gavin Bailey and Dean Brunton.

| traditionally coached from the
boundary line and not from the
coach’s box. When the final siren

was blown | couldn’t help myself and
sprinted out to the centre of Subiaco
Oval to share in the joy and happiness
of the players and support team in our
magnificent premiership win. Sadly for
me, it was to be the last game of Colts
I was to coach due to pressure of a
young family and work promotion as a
leader in a Catholic school.

A special note of thanks to my support
team in 1990:

Assistant Coach  Adrian Scott

Team manager Noel Miller

Runners Ray Garcia and
Paul Sanzone

Property steward Joe Barron
Trainer John Magor

These men provided outstanding
assistance and counsel.
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West Perth

PEPSI UNDER 19°'s

Claremont

Ya time Y time Y time

Ya time

14 time

% time Final

Jim Di Carlo
(West Perth)

WEST Perth’s march into the 1990 Pepsi
under-19s grand final Is a fitting reward
for a Falcons plan to keep their young
talent together throughout the season In
order to bulld success at the bottom rung
of the club.

The Falcons started the year slowly and
at one stage were last on the ladder, after
six games, But then they started their
move upwards and by round 12 they were
on top of the ladder — a position they
held at the end of the season after a few
weeks of juggling with South Fremantie.

Falcons coach Jim Di Carlo has been at
the helm for six seasons, taking West
Perth to last year's preliminary final.

The team has knitted well together in
the last two seasons, providing six
members of this year's Teal Cup side in
Todd Curley, Dean Brunton, Craig Rinder,
Adam Fallows, Anthony Peou and Shane
Liddle.

They reached the grand final with 2
24-point win over East Fremantle, with
forward Andrew Figliomeni kicking five
goals and top games coming from Jamie
Merillo, captain Justin Driffill, ruckman
Shane Liddle and Chad Innes, both in the
ruck and the forward line.

Today’'s coaches

Coach: JIM DiCARLO Coach: LARRY KICKETT

PEPSI UNDER-19s
PREVIOUS PREMIERS
1958 Swan Districts 1974 Subiaco

1959 Perth 1975 East Perth
1960 Perth 1976 Claremont
1961 Perth 1977 Claremont

1962 East Fremantle 1978 Claremont

1963 Perth 1979 Claremont
1964 Perth 1980 East Perth
1965 Perth 1981 East Fremantle

1966 East Fremantle 1982 South Fremantle
1967 East Perth 1983 South Fremantle
1968 West Perth 1984 South Fremantie
1969 East Fremantle 1985 South Fremantle
1970 South Fremantle 1986 Claremont

1871 Swan Districts 1987 East Fremantle
1972 Perth 1988 Claremont

1973 East Fremantle 1989 Subiaco

Larry Kickett
(Claremont)

WHEN Claremont, one of the most
consistent under-19s side in recent years,
were sitting on the bottom of the table
after three matches without a win, the
end of an era was predicted. But four
games later they were in second position
on a very tight premiership table.

However, it was a yo-yo competition
and very little separated all sides, with the
Tigers even slipping back to seventh
position at one stage before climbing
back into third place.

They made the grand final with a
comfortable win over South Fremantie
and then a tight five-point margin over
East Fremantle.

For coach Larry Kickett, who guided the
team to their 1988 premiership, it has
been an exciting fourth season, having
seen a lot of his young stars from recent
years graduate to the seniors.

The Tigers star player has been Ashley
Mcintosh, a2 gangly ruckman who is
already tied to the West Coast Eagles, but
there is plenty of support for him,
particularly in defence where players like
Jason Keys, Cameron Mitter and Stuart
Ringholt are stalwarts. Rohan Klemm and
Christo Rowley have been in good form,
with rover Paul Leuba a driving force.
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UNDER 19 TEAMS — Grand Final

West Perth CIuremont

1 — BAILEY, Gavin :
18, 175¢m, ?Skg, Innaloo

D e | stremplpasionn 2‘?&‘1?";05“??&;&@&;&&@@ """"""""""""""""
3 ﬁ?‘ﬁ???m“?ﬁk"émmm R R PR 3 Ii?ﬁgscpr:ulmg Haleschool

4 ;lg'fi&ﬁ;n%%ol}gmm o e oy ol | SR A—ﬂglmme:m ..........................................
e e G R O [ L~ e T G

s—mjustlnm.......... sl — TSOKOS, Chris . et SR
18, 185cm, B3ka, Warwick 19, 170¢m, 2'5Il:g North Beach

7 5, 3T T e S A L 2 T T—LEACH I e s e e T v A b
16, 176cm, 74kg, West Coast 18, 182cm, 80kg, Marist

— ELURTON, John . .. T R i B—MMFY.JEW ............................................
18, 186cm 80kg, Cardinals 17, 183cm, 75kg, Swanleigh
— DEAN, Paul - e [ — RO O e e R
9 19, 18%m, sﬂkg Innalon 9 19, 180cm, 81kg, Jerramungup
= CURLEY. TodMd _...... ... .c.ooc... ey ] [ == PSS BTN, - i v s s v i i siatecmih ok T B et e s A SR
1 17, 185¢m, ?.ﬂltg Warwick 'o 19, 162cm, 81kg, North Albany

' 1 — MARRIOTT, David .

Voot e St S s 11—-’*'-'-5"”& -
19, 184cm) 79k, Subiaco 19, 184cm, 73kg, Hawks

12 WINNER, Rod . e [ e e e ] o ' L NN RO AN v L e e e e e e
17, 188cm, ?dkg Warwick 19 1mcm 68kg, North Beach

— O'NEILL, Brett . YO EE Y o e T L T R s A B b 4 bt o oo A Sk ke P E
13 17, 187cm. 30kg, Innaloo ' ! 19, 173cm, 70kg, Innaloo

— MOCALLUM. GleNn..............oooovonnn. — MCINTOSH, Ashley ... ... ...........
15 17, 190cm, 84kg, Baiga 14 17, 192cm, 8%kg, Scotch

— HOWAT, Nathan R T e AR e L s R I e B e
1 19, 185cm, 80ka, North Beach 1 5 18, 178¢m, 72ka, Karrinyup

— HARBY, Afam — INNES,CMad ... ... — KEYS, Jason
1 17, 176cm, 74xg, Warwick 25 18, 130cm, 76kg, Collie 1 19, 184cm, 75kg, Scotch

= RINGHOLT, Stuart ... .....ooooieiiniinns

1 9 — RINDER, Craig ... .
AT 1nscm Bdkg, Collle
zo—FIGIJDHEHI Andrew
18, 178cm, 89kg, Osborne

2' — LIDDLE, Shane ... ... P
17, 188cm, 83kg, Southern

— PEQU Anthony .. .
26 17, 180cm, 75kg, Balcatta 1 19, 182cm, 7eKg, Innaloo
— HYNAM, Troy — ADAMS, Michael
27 18, 1S&r.rn J‘HSKQ North Beach 1 B 18, 192cm, 85kg, Collie

28 MARTIN, Chrls 19—553*‘5""% ... gwwms — HEWITT, Anthony..........

18, 183cm), 79kg, Bayswater 19, 188cm, 87kg, Nollamara 23 19, 182cm, B2k, Scotch
22 KERIN, lan

: — SHELDRICK, Jeremy  /MOMIEY — MITTER, Cameron ... — ANGUS, Chris.
17, 174cm, 80kg, Darwin 29 19 18?crrr aaxg John 25rd 2 4

19, 188¢m, 86kg, South Perth 19, 10cm, B2kg, Marist
— MINCHIN, Aaron
23 19, 134-:m Teka, Karrama 26

e 21 — CREED, Tim . : ROGERS, Michael . .
30 18 ‘Imcrn szng Bayswater 18, 181cm, 83kg, Marist 1ﬁ 174¢m, ng Karrinyup

— COOLEY, ) e /Marley — ROWLEY, Christo .. . .. gengem — LAPKD JEFEmy ... ........
24 18, 1s&m; Christ Church B9 aB :";E%Tzl:g Aquinas 22 " o 15 g v 28 18, 18fem, ?ﬁka Carine

UMPIRES: 1—B. Hadji, 2— M. Ball, 3—D. Johnson, 4—A. Binks, 5—W. French, 6—6. Scroop, 7—P. Repper 8— =
10—F. O'Reilly. 11—S. Kronja. 12—C. Vernon. BOUNDARY: A, Nea!e B. Roberts. GOAL: F. Ce%l:inlcﬁ, G.pl??:tﬁrﬁe gMEgErEEIFIECYQT I-?éIE"L

&7~

M_AGNETIC MEDIA: Computer Tape, Diskettes, Data Cartridges,
Disk Packs, Cleaning Kits, Static Control Mats, Anti-glare Screens, etc.

FOR SERVICE, PRICE AND QUALITY CALL Us  DPATA STORAGE
PRODUCTS
JAYS BUSINESS EQUIPMENT

TELEPHONE 381 8700

220 NICHOLSON ROAD, SUBIACO 6008
Proud supporters of Western Australian Football

1990 WASFL GRAND FINAL BUDGET — Page 33
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1990 COLT’S GRAND FINAL TEAM LINE-UP

Paul Dean, Dean Brunton, Chris Martin

Interchange
-

Glen McCallum, Les Egerton, Anthony Peou, Troy Hynam, John Blurton

GRAND FINAL MATCH SUMMARY

GOALS
West Perth

Chad Innes (6)
Nathan Howat (3)
Jeremy Sheldrick (1)
Andrew Figliomeni (1)

Claremont

Jeremy Crawley (2)
Brad Wira (1)
Justin Pass (1)

BEST PLAYERS
West Perth

Chad Innes, Todd Curley,

Jamie Merillo, Shane Liddle, Craig
Rinder, Nathan Howat,

Dean Brunton, Paul Dean

Claremont

Cameron Mitter, Stuart Ringholt,
Brad Wira

HEARTBEAT | PART IV OF IV
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Falcons

pays off

WEST Perth’s bold gamble to
keep their under-19s side togeth-
er for a whole season paid hand-
some dividends when the Falcons
won the grand final on Sunday.

West Perth clinched their first pre-
miership in the colts grade in 22 years
when their future stars accounted for
Claremont, 11.9 (75) to 4.11 (35) at
Subiaco Oval.

Claremont looked to be the superior
side when the game opened up, break-
ing away by two goals.

But the Falcons replied with two
from accurate kicks from forward
athan Howat.

Scrappy football dominated the sec-
ond quarter, with the Tigers being the
only side to register a goal — leaving
them five-point leaders at half-time.

Whatever West Perth coach Jim Di
Carlo said to his young charges at the
interval obviously fired them up as
they came out aggressively in the third
term.

The Falcons seemingly scored at will
in that quarter, with gangliy forward
Chad Innes pmvm? to be a focal point
in attack, posting five match-winning
goals in 20-minutes.

SUPERIOR

Innes had superior judgement —
plus a height advantage — on his
Claremont opponent Michael Adams
and though the Tiger tried desperately
he was out-classed on a number of
occasions.

The Falcons inspirinF third quarter
knocked the spirit out of the Tigers and

What “Westside Football” said...

gamble

Pepsi Under-19s

round-up
with GAVIN EBBS

the final term saw West Perth players
running free all over the ground.

Jeremy Crawley’s unsuccessful at-
tempt from 25-metres out was indica-
tive of Claremont’s lack of confidence.

The Tigers, however, were not with-
out their share of good performers such -
as centreman Brad Wira, who ran hard
all day; Quentin Leach, with a four-
quarter effort; Justin Pass, who had the
unenviable task of minding explosive
Falcon Andrew Figliomeni; half-back
Stuart Ringholt and burly ruckman
Michael Rogers, who worked hard
around the ground.

West Perth’s other top players in-
cluded Jamie Merillo, the elusive Ga-
vin Bailey, Paul Dean, Justin Driffill
and the promising Todd Curley.

JUBILANT

Falcons captain Driffill accepted the
under-19s flag and it was a jubilant Jim

‘Di Carlo who led his players on a vic-

tory lap of League Headquarters as
they belted out their version of the
West Perth anthem.

Ironically, Di Carlo was a member
of the last victorious West Perth un-
der-19s side that won the colts pre-
miership 22-years ago — and he now
steps down from the coaching job.

After the match, the elated Falcons
coach said he was proud of his players
for their efforts all season.

“It's been a long time between
drinks,” said Di Carlo.

“Next year I won’t be coaching, as 1
plan to spend some time with my fam-
1ly, but I'm hoping to do some develop-
ment work for the club in Wanneroo.”

Westside Football, 27th September 1990
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Team Photo
1990 Colts" premiership team

Back Row
Noel Miller, ] Braithwaite, Nathan Howat, Shane Liddle, Miguel Hulm, Aaron Minchin, Craig Rinder, Jeremy Sheldrick, Paul
Dean, Glenn McCallum, Todd Curley, Brett O’'Neil, Jason Cooley, Jason Colbung, Adrian Scott

Middle Row
Joe Barron, David Marriott, Rod Winner, Anthony Boyatsis, Jim DiCarlo, Justin Driffill, Adam Harby, Paul Peou, Jamie Merillo,
John Magor, Ray Garcia

Front Row
Chris Martin, Gavin Bailey, lan Kerin, Andrew Figliomeni, Les Egerton, Brendan DeGois, Dean Brunton, Troy Hynam,
Adam Fallows
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Remember when ...
Jim DiCarlo returned to coaching?

Jim DiCarlo was adamant his coaching
days had come to an end after his
successful tilt at the 1990 Colts flag.
Roll forward to August 1992, and the
Mariah Carey ballad “I'll Be There” sits
in the upper echelon of the music
charts and the Western Australian

From the vault... Joe Barron’s memories of Leederville

Joe Barron is the property man pictured in the Colts premiership team photo. Joe maintained a razor sharp eye on
jumpers, shorts and socks... a covert operation was required by any player wanting to retain a souvenir of their

playing days at West Perth. In this Sunday Times article from August 1993, Joe reflects on his time at our Club. well-known names in football. Ben

Cousins and Jeff Farmer were two
members of that squad, and they
were joined by two West Perth stars
of the future, Brett Cousins and Adam
Curley. Here's how Westside Football
previewed the carnival.

e

state schoolboys football team are
looking for a coach. “I'll be there” Jim
says when the call comes.

Farewell to Leederville

The team Jim took to Sydney for the
national carnival boasted several
teenagers who would go on to become

Falcon legend goe

FROM snake-charming to
premiership celebrations and now
the historic move to Joondalup . . .
Joe Barron has seen it all in the
West Perth Football Club at Lee-
derville Oval.

The 69-year-old propertyman ad-
mits, however, there are a few miss-
ing jumpers he hasn't seen for a
while

But he harbors high hopes of get-
ting a few of the famous red and blue
guernseys back today when many of
the past West Perth greats engage in
one of the biggest reunions staged in
local football.

Former premiership rover and
three-times fairest-and-best winner
Bill Valli will be one of the first Joe
will “quiz” over a missing guernsey.

Joe has managed, however, to keep
a close check on 31 of the 1946 jum-
pers fans can see on show in today’s
“past players” game before the his-
toric league clash between West
Perth and Subiaco, the last game to
be played at Leederville.

Joe, made a life-member of the
club in West Perth's centenary year
in 1985, is one of West Perth's longest
serving behind-the-scenes men that
every club needs.

He has survived 20 league coaches,
six presidents, seen six premierships
and handed jumpers to some of the
State’s all-time greats.

He’s been doorman, propertyman,
junior ranks committeeman, past
players and officials committeeman,

he O

charmed the fake snakes from this

over some old grou

team, have never got to the bottom

[ Joe Barron reflects on the passing of an era as West Perth bid farewell to Leederville Oval today. Picture by IAN CUGLEY.

eaten after traditional Sunday morn-

Balance the key tc
A si

A WELL-balanced side with an
even spread of talent is the best way
to sum-up this year’s KFC State
Schoolboys Squad — that’s the
opinion of the man who should
know, coach Jim Di Carlo.

At the helm for the second year, Di
Carlo is confident that his side will be
very competitive in Sydney.

“With no disrespect to last year's
team, the squad we have assembled for

“this campaign is a better balanced,
more even team and they should ac-
quit themselves very well.” Di Carlo
saigd.

“We play each State once, so if we
win four games, we should finish in the
top three — that’s our aim.”

DOMINATED

The Commonwealth Bank school-
boy championships feature a round-
robin competition with no finals — the
team that finishes on top with the best
percentage is declared the winner.

Last year NSW dominated the carni-
val, winning every game to record an
historic championship victory.

“With some of the non-footballing

UNDER SCRUTINY ..

. the
State schoolboys come un-
der close scrutiny from Gra-
ham Hadley, Ian Temby and
Jim di Carlo as they go
through their paces

tne captain and his deputies - were
d

States heing given age cc LTS
important that our boys keep their wits
about them and try not to worry about
the opposition sides too much.” Di
Carlo said.

The carnival begins this Saturday
with WA playing the Northern Territo-
ry; on Sunday they play the ACT and
then on Monday they tackle Victoria.

At the official send-ofT for the squad
on Tuesday night, at Claremont Oval,

Ivan Jurisich will lead the side, Scott
Paterson is the vice-captain and the
deputy vice-captain is Stephen

hompson.

The squad is:

Swan Districts: Dwayne Griffin (Ma-
zenod College).

Subiaco: Jason Musca (Prendiville
Catholic College), Peter Hicks (John
Paul College).

East Fremantle: Ben Cousins (Wesley
College), Rherr Clarke (Rossmayne
SHS), Ben McDanald (St Patricks Col-
fege), Ivan Jurisich (Geraldron SHS).

Claremont: Mark Dimmock, Scort
Parterson, Darren Dimasi (Newman
College), Trent Browne, Steve Foster
(Katanning SHS), Craig Nelson (John
Forrest SHS), Sam Quinn (Aquinas
Casfgfz), Ashley Baldwin (Jerremungup

s

Perth: Miles Metcalf (Wesley
College).
- West Perth: Brett Cousins, Adam
Curley, Wade Spilcker (Warwick SHS),
Andrew Degruchy (Narrogin SHS),
Chris Bibby, Chris Carron (Greendwood
SHS), Lieyd Ugle (Coliie SHS).

South F le: Stephen Th.
(Kwinana SHS), Jeff Farmer (Coo-
danup SHS).

Practice series

n responsible for general mainte-  bo: inted up like a big cane bas-  of a lost contact lens. ing training sessions.
moe around Leedergflle Oval for al- ket'g:le recallgd. “Laurie lost his lens on the ground ~ Dempsey was someone extra spe- -
most 30 years and a part-time “Everything went fine. Recorded  during a game,” Barron remembered. cial on Sundays. : w’ o u a o s s
plumber. snake charmers music and my arm “Trainers, propertymen and every- “1 used to cook Demo a special

Now, after living in Leederville just
a short stab-pass from the ground,
he’s moving to Joondalup.
close to the club,” he
type of stalwart every club
 seldom surface when the

twirling around with these socks on.
“That is until Elizabeth took her

turn.

“She (the snake) was five foot long
and reared up out the box completely
unannounced to Paki.

“He caressed her once, as he had
done with the fake snakes, before
)tgl:.m in the audience yelled out

body we could get on the ground
searched for the lens at a break in
play.

*Amazingly we found it.

“We decided to put it in a glass of
water to clean it.

“When we turned around, the glass
was empty.

“To this day, we don’t know if the

curry lunch every Sunday as well,”
he recalled.

“Demo was a sensational guy and
still is.

“He had a special sense of humour
and always had a smile on his face.”

Joe recalls the time Dempsey, who
finished with 343 league games to his

credit, played several weeks with a -

THE KFC State Schoolboys side
completed their undefeated build-up
for the national championships in
Sydney with an effortless win over a
combined Associated Catholic Col-
leges side on Saturday.

beaten some of the best |7-year-old
teams in Perth.

Their campaign began with a win
over a Swan Districts combined side,
followed by victory against the strong
Fremantle Districts side.

S 5 - On Saturday they again demonstrat-
“His hasf parture from the w.u‘f-:d out. R Mo b{?;gnmgdmfgrm 1aﬂ;few weeks and b The “h‘]"’lhﬂés an A S?’”'g)’ 5“”]"’ ed that they are a very even team, with
of lgf::te Lhemovedmhlg pq'l grabbedmywol box and quickly then after two games in a row Y ”; g?‘u El-a", Cdm"hs‘],'é“ A ralro a convincing performance against the
special pride stage was t S| 5 e 7 now looks forward to Sydney with 2 carholic Colleges side.
are sung al  career. e gﬂ:’&egn L"?twin A sink nearest the glass, o Ohnc Mclntosh Oluemanm) o fair amount of confidence after an en-
4 But that's not all. the lens. and Jack Clark (East Freman

: of premiership victories
, 60, 69, 71 and 75 stand the

Joe reveals a host of tales from al-
most half a century behind the sce-
nes at Leederville.

Back pocket specialist Tony
Dragon brought the trainers room to

In his time at West Perth, Barron
has seen many greats through the
club.

Graham (Polly) Farmer, club
games record holder Mel Whinnen,

docto!
down his leg pointing to the problem
spot and when Demo arrived back at
Leederville Oval that night the draw-

tears night in the  Bill Dempsey, Les Fong, Peter Stew-  ing was still quite visible.
early lglqol;ughwr . e ard and John Duckworth to name a “Demo reckoned it was a spear
“Tony arrived for training brag-  few. from his childhood days in Darwin.”

about the new pair of boots he
mgbought from Betts and Betts on
the way to training,” Joe said.

“He put them on, pranced around
the rooms a few times saying they
felt great and ran off to run some
laps to break in the boots.

“Ten minutes later, he's back.
Complaining of how uncomfortable
the boots are all of a sudden.

“Roy Ennis, our head trainer, told
him ‘they’ll feel a lot better if you put
them on the right feet’.”

Barron and present-day Sunday
Times football writer Laurie Heal, a
member of the 1975 premiership

Joe, however, dubs former cham-
pion all-rounder Fred Buttsworth as
the best he has seen.

“They're all great players and
great blokes,” he added.

“But Freddie was the best. He
could play anywhere and his foot
passing from anywhere on the
ground was classic.”

Past players and present, suppor-
ters or committee personnel. You
name it, Joe Barron has a special
place in his heart for everybody con-
nected with West Perth.

For more than three decades he
used to cook breakfast for players

The recollections could roll on.

The best coaches, the players, the
grand finals.

The moves coaches and players
made. Like Farmer’s shock choice of
Bryan Pleitner, a 186cm (6'3") fol-
lower to play on a wing against East
Perth in the 1969 second semi-final.

Pleitner is said to have turned to
Joe Barron and muttered “I'm going
home” on hearing the tactic.

Joe hasn’t missed much and like all
WA footy fans, looks to the future
for the legends that have made West
Perth continue into the developing
northern suburbs.

PAGE 14

RIGHT WAY . .. State schoolboys ceach Jim di Carlo shows his ymr;g team the right

way to play

e

ON THE RUN . . . off to Sydney this weekend are the WA schoelboys to do battle in the
national Commonweaith Bank championships

couraging series of practice matches.

The side, comprised of boys in year
10 (15 and under), have played and

Best players for the schoolboys were
rover Ben Cousins, full-forward Sam
Quinn with six goals, half-forward Jeff
Farmer and centreman Trent Browne.

Westside Football
13th August 1992
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From the vault...

FOOTBALL BUDGET

SPECIAL FEATUI
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Todd Curley

Nickname: Curls Date of Birth: 14.1.78 Flace of Birth: Pe
Height: 186cem Weight: 74kg f E
Age started plaving: Aged Tyrs u

Previous club:Warwick Junior club: Warwick. -

Marital status: Single Girlfriend’s name: Kylie

Occupation: Storeman

Other sparting interests: Cricket, basketball

Favourite position: Centre First position: Wing

Current position; Wing

League debut: 1991 Versus: East Perth

Nickname: Helmet Why: B of my haircut

A .m
Date of birth: 27.11.72 Piace of birth: Perth
Height: 183cm Weight: 90kg
Previous club: Applecross Junior club: Aquinas College
Age started playing: Aged Syrs
Marital status: Simgle Girlfriend’s name: Michelle
Occupation: Storeman Place of work: Industrial Protective
Products
Other sporting interests: Swimming, water polo, surfing
Favourite position: Centre First position: Back-pocket
Current position: Back-pocket
League debui: 1991 Versus: South Fremantle
Games played: 9 Goals kicked: Z 5

FAVOURITES Games played: 9 Goals kicked: 7
Actor; Kim Basinger TV show: Col'n Carpenter - FAVOURITES :
Music: Ratcat, Dead Drink: Ch FM Actor: Eddie Murphy Movie: Silence of the Lambs

Food: Pasta Book: Stephen King's It

Holiday resort: Margaret River Ground: Leederville Oval

Your car: Valiant Fovourite car: BMW Sports

Worst moment in football: Getting taken from the ground

Hard things in football: Training

Football idols: Tim Watson, Stephen Silvagni

Toughest opponent: Adrian Barich Most respected opponent: All
Most respected umpire: Sam Kronja

Most memorable game: League debut, 1990 colts grand final with
West Perth Ambitions: To play AFL

What do vou like about football: Competitiveness

Hew do vou mentally prepare for a gome: Listen to music, imagine
playing the game >

Who influenced your career: My father - Joe, John Wynne, Peter
Spencer Guernsey number: 44 ﬁ’hy: Closest ] could get to my dad’s
‘old number 4 Superstitions: None Worst injury: Ankle

ﬂ:fus!c: Cold Chisel, Midnight Oil Drink;: Diet Pepsi

Food: Italian, especially lasagna Book:

Haliday resort: Gold Coast Ground: Leederville Oval

Your car: Toyota Corolla Your favourite car: Porsche

Career highlights: Playing in the 1988 State Schoolboys, 1990

Teal Cup, 1990 colts premiership with West Perth, -

Warst moment in football: Back injury

Football idols: Malcolm Blight, Dermott Brereton

Toughest opponent: All

Most respected spponent: All

Most memorable game: 1990 Teal Cup versus Victoria

Ambitions: To win a premiership with West Perth, play AFL

What do vou like about foothall: Comradeship 1

How :3‘0 vou mentally prepare for a game: Relax, watch television

Who influenced your cureer: My mother and father, all coaches

Luckiest break: Getting the chance to play league football Guernsey number: 11 Any reason: NoWorst injury: Slipped discs in
my back Luckiest breok: The opportunity to play league

Picture: GREG WOOQD football
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Celebrating 1995 premiership success

West Perth finished the 1980s on

a promising note, unlucky to not
advance to a preliminary final in 1989.
The early 1990s was a challenging
time at the Club, the loss of a group
of experienced players of the ilk of
Peter Menaglio, Ray Holden and Sean
King ultimately impacting on-field
performance. The team needed time
to rebuild, initially under senior coach
George Michalczyk and from 1992,
under the direction of Jeff Gieschen.
West Perth finished the 1990, 1991
and 1992 seasons at the bottom of the
competition ladder. In 1992, the Club
won seven games, up from five wins

PAGE 18

in 1991. The maturing player group
then went from bottom to top of the
ladder in 1993 with 13 wins, playing
in the premiership decider. In 1994,
the Falcons advanced as far as the
preliminary final.

At the end of the 1994 season, Jeff
Gieschen accepted an assistant
coaching role at Geelong and

John Dimmer was appointed as

his replacement... an inspired
appointment. The 1995 season began
with West Perth victory in the Emu
Escort Cup pre-season competition
and by close of the qualifying rounds

of the season proper, the Club found
itself in second position, having won 13
of 21 games. Subiaco finished top with
19 wins. West Perth met Subiaco in the
second semi-final and advanced to the
grand final following a one point win.

We'll let Darren Harris and the photos
and articles of 1995 complete
the story.

HEARTBEAT | PART IV OF IV

Issue 8, June 2020

The Falcons celebrate their Emu Export
Cup victory.

West Perth captain, Darren Harris, proudly holds
the Emu Export Cup accompanied by WAFC
Commissioner, former West Perth football Club
president and Club historian, Brian Atkinson.
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WEST Perth’'s achieve-
ment in beating
claremont by 18 points in
last week's final of the
Emu Export Cup series
must be considered
somewhat of an upset.

The Falcons were deserving
winners of the pre-season
competition, scoring wins
over Swan Districts, East
perth and Perth, losing just
one game, to Subiaco.

Their new coach John
Dimmer seems to have them
working well in their lead up
to the Pepsi Cup and they will
be a strong contender for
this year’'s crown.

Among their better players
throughout the series were
Craig Turley, Paul Symmons,
Ryan Smith, lan
Downsborough and Bryce
Steele.

Two of their more
experienced players in
captain Darren Harris and
vice captain Darren O'Brien
spent some time on the
bench and will be fresh and
eager for their first game this
week.

The Tigers had gone
undefeated through
qualifying games on the way
to the final, with impressive
wins over East Fremantle,
Subiaco, South Fremantle and
Swan Districts.

They will be very tough to
beat again this season and
will go into the Pepsi Cup
series as favourites.

They have been fortunate
to have the services of
several of their Dockers

The Football Budget,
8th April 1995

1U EXPORT !

Falcons taste early glory

b i

By

BRAD ELBOROUGH

members each week, but
have also unveiled some
talented new players such as
Ben Howard, James Ferguson,
Greg Harding and Dean
Trovarello, plus the
emergence of the John
Worsfold Medal winner Rhys
Croxford.

Their experienced players
have also done well, including
Darren Klemm, Joe Smith,
Gary Edwards, Chris Gerreyn
and Andrew McGovern.

Perth impressed by
finishing third in the Emu
Export Cup, scoring wins over
East Perth, East Fremantle
and South Fremantle in the
third place play-off.

The Bulldogs had
previously beaten the
Demons in their qualifying
round game by just one
point.

Among their best in these
games have been Nathan
Mourish, Jeremy Smith, Lee
Cannon and Wayne Allard.

As well as the close victory
against  Perth, South
Fremantle also enjoyed wins
over Subiaco and East Perth
under new coach John Todd.

Todd has the Bulldogs
working well together and
they should figure
prominently this season.
Among their better players at
this early stage have been
Darryn Rennick, Peter
Worsfold, Owen Woods, Dean

Ercegovich and Vance
Davison.

Last year's Pepsi Cup
premiers East Fremantle are
taking a little time to settle
into this football season,
winning just two games In
the Cup qualifiers, beating
Swan Districts and Subiaco.

They will be keen to get a
good start to the season
proper this week when they
tackle Claremont, at East
Fremantle Oval.

Some of their better
players leading up to their
title defence have been
Stephen Bilcich, Chris Smith,
Denis Repacholi, Simon
McCormack and Leigh
Willison.

Both Subiaco and Swan
Districts struggled a bit
during the series, recording
just the one win each.

The Lions beat premiers
West Perth and should
improve on their Cup
performances early in the
season proper.

New captain Dwayne Lamb
has been in great form for
Subiaco, as have Jarrad
Schofield, Jason Heatley and
Daniel Metropolis.

The Swans won their game
against East Perth and have
also had good players in
Grant Bradbrook, Damian
Dimer, Craig Callaghan, Peter
Kelly and Joel Cornelius.

The Rovyals failed to win a

HEARTBEAT | PART IV OF IV
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TOP DEFENDER ... Todd
Curley one of the Falcons
best in the Emu Export

Series grand final.

game during the pre-season
competition — though they
did beat Swans in their final
practice match.

They had good players in
Scott Loving, David Swan,
Shlaun Colbung and Brayde
Lyle.
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"AH ....... FIT PERFECTLY? ”

LUREY

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - MAINTENANCE

9 Your local electrician.

No job too small.

Residential, Commercial
& Maintenance.

Quality workmanship.

5% discount for Seniors
Card Holders.

24hr call outs.

I ERON:: IR S

Michael Lourey
M: 0448 354 506 | E: michael@loureyelectrical.com.au

A grand final appearance in 1993 and

top two finish in 1994 had given Falcon’s
supporters great confidence in the
direction in which the Club was heading
under the tutelage of Jeff Gieschen. His
return to Victoria to take up an assistant
coaching position at Geelong caused some
consternation however as this cartoon
conveys, fears were short-lived following
the Club’s performance in winning the Emu
Export Cup.

The Football Budget,
8th April 1995
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From the Vault...Steve Trewhella in profile

Steve Trewhella debuted as a 20 year old in 1994, playing ten seasons for his 174 games prior to retiring after
captaining our Club to the 2003 premiership. Steve also captained West Perth in the 2001 and 2002 seasons, and
won three Breckler Medals, in 1996, 1997 and 2000. He has also served as a board member and now runs the
Club’s football operations. In this 1995 interview, Steve reflects on the coaching transition from Jeff Gieschen to
John Dimmer.

Trewhella’'s new approcach

By SCOTT COGHLAN

IT'S one of football's
oldest cliches.

Every player has heard it
from coaches a thousand
times and commentators
constantly espouse its
importance - playing in front.

Yet when West Perth coach
John Dimmer was addressing
much improved defender
Stephen Trewhella before
their crucial game with South
Fremantle, he threw that
theory out the window.

Trewhella was preparing to
line up on dangerous
Bulldogs goalsneak Phil
Matera when Dimmer gave
him some unusual advice,

“JD said to play Matera
from behind, because he
always runs towards goals’
Trewhella said.

“| tried to keep him in front
of me and it worked,

"He's pretty quick, so you
have to keep your eye on him
all the time”

Trewhella did an excellent
job on the highly-rated
Matera, keeping him to a
handful of possessions and
Jjust one goal to be his side’s
best player,

Although the Falcons lost,
curbing the talented Matera
was another triumph for the
unheralded Trewhella, who
has been one of the Falcons
steadiest players.

After graduating from the
Warwick Jjuniors, Trewhella
made his league debut in
1993, playing just the one
game.

He then played 20 games
last season and has missed
only the one outing this year.

The change of coaches at
Joondalup unsettled him for
a while but he regrouped and
is now playing the best
football of his short career.

"At the start of the year it
was hard to adjust because
the coaching styles of
Dimmer and Jeff Cieschen
are totally different” he
explained.

_However, we 2doptag
John's style of play and it's
starting to work for us”

The Falcons have emerged
from a mid-season slump in
the last month, something
Trewhella puts down to
over-confidence.

“I think we were a bit cocky
after winning four out of five
at the start,” he said.

“It was a mental thing, we
weren't going in as hard as we
should have been.

“John got everyone
together and said we had to
get back to basics and it has
worked for us”

The business end of the
season beckons and Trewhella
Is looking forward to a big
finish.

"We've set ourselves to win
five out of the last six," he
said.

“In the last three weeks
we've got Claremont, East
Fremantle and Subiaco, which
is good lead up to the finals’

First though, they have to
conquer East Perth, who will
be keen to keep their own

finals hopes alive at Perth
Qval.

“They always seem to lift
against us and theyre a
pretty tough team.

“We certainly won't be

taking them lightly”

Trewhella could get the job
on yet another State player,
with the Royals Shawn
Colbung a likely opponent for
the tenacious defender,

West Perth's Stephen Trewhella is one of the Pepsi Cup’s

big improvers.

Football Budget, 29th July 1995
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Lions had the right target

SUBIACO were always
destined to play in the
Pepsi Cup grand final,

From the time the s2ason
kicked off. the Lions were
consistently the best side

With new coach Gary
Buckenara findirig the right
mix of players, scmething
that eluded Tony Solin in
1884, the Lions won 19
gualifying games =and
entered the finals as the
team to beat,

\West Perth had otherideas
however ang upset the
applecart with a thrilling win
in the second semi, forcing
the Lions to face reigning
premiers East Fremantie in
the preliminary final,

They would have been
devastated had they not got
over the top of the Sharks,
after finishing six games clear
at the top of the ladder:

By SCOTT COGHLAN

Pressure mounted on them
during the week, but they
remained focussed to down
East Fremantle by 13-points
i an impressive display,

The Lions have endured
two ‘hard finals but
Buckenara had them well
pregared fer such an
eventuality and they are the
fittest side in  the
competition.

On paper, the Lions have
one of the strongest sides
seen in the WAFL for several
years, with names like
Donnelly,. Heatley. Breman,
Macnish, Burton, Godden,
Lamb and Schiafield forming
an imprassive list.

Several of their key players
were a little down in the
second semi loss and
Buckenara will be confident
that they are capabie of
beating the Falcons if they
play up to their best form.

Wwest Perth's Neil Mildenhall tries to evade the tackle of
Subiaco’'s Hamish Stuart

Folcons out to end drought

WEST Perth will go into
the 1995 Pepsi Cup grand
final full of confidence ...
and hope. 3

The Falcons haven't wona
flag since 1975 and feelings
are high at Joondalup that
this could be the year

It has been a remarkable
turn-around for a club that
was in the depths of despair
and finished last in 1992,

Former <coach  Jeff
Gleschen got the club back
an track after some tough
times and now first-yvear
coach John Dimmmer s taking
them even higher.

They have airsady tasted
success this vear, winning the
EmMU Export Cup pre-season
series, beating favourites
Claremont.

Despite their thrilling win
over Subiaco in the second
semifinal, the Falcons will go
INto this game as outsiders.

Few people thought they
would upset the Lions two

weeks aggo, but they led for
most of the game, eventually
winning: a classic contgst by
just Gne point.

That win also gave them
the beriefit of 3 week's rest

They have the right ta be
confident, as they are one of
anly ‘two sides 1o beat the
Lions this year and have done
It twice

While the game is held at
Subiaco’s home ground, that
certainly doesn't hold any
fears for the Falcons, as they
have won bBoth the
encounters at |eague
headguarters.

They had no shortage of
heroes in the secord semi
and those players will be
required to step up again.

Brendan Barrows, Darren
Harrig, Chris Groom, Todd
Curley and Paul Mifka were
superh in their upset win and
will again.be key players

Despite the fact that
Dimmer has tried to keep a
lid on it, the Falcons will

They will be welcomed by

Subiaco's Rod Willet comes over the top of Falcons
veteran Paul Mifka

charge onto Subiaco Cval full

an aﬂDrECiatll\-’E crowd who
will, im the majority, be urging
them to victory.

WAFL Grand Final Budget — 7
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FALCONS

WEST PERTH FOOTBALL CLUB

John Dimmer
(West Perth)

THERE were six new coaching
appointments at the start of
this season and new West
Perth man John Dimmer had
one of the hardest jobs of
them all,

He has some big shoss to fill,
with Jeff Cieschen leaving for
Geelong, having turned the
Falcons into 3 force in the Pepsi
Cup competition.

Dimmer had the challenge
ahead of him, with the Falcons
losing the 1993 grand final and
missing out by one game last
year.

Success is something Dimmer
is used to, having taken A-grade
amateur side West Coast t0 a
premiership in 1994 and
Claremont's reserves to four
grand final appearances, for two
premierships, in seven years.

Dimmer is a former State
schoolboys coach, with deep-
thinking characteristics that won
him the JJ Leonard Award for
gexcellence in coaching last
season.

34 — WAFL Grand Final Budget

WEST PERTH 1995

Premlerships: 1897, 1899, 1907, 1905, 1932, 1934, 1955, 1941, 1842, 1951, 1980, 1969, 1971, 1875
sandover Medallists: Harold Boyd 1922; Jim Gesnell 1924; Jim Craig 1927. Ted Flemming 1930; E Checker O'Keefe 1940
Laurie Bowen 1942 John Lougnridge 1946, Fred Buttsworth 1959 Brian Foley 195%; Robbie West 1992; Neil Mildenhall

1985

Games record holder: Mel Whinnen — 371

1. Rob Malone

Comes from: Claremont-Marist

2. Neil Mildenhall

Born: 8.9.68

Height: 175cms

Weight: 70kas

Comes from: Traralgon, Vic

3. Todd Curiey

Born: 141.73

Height: 188cms
Weight: 81kas

Comes from: Warwick

4. Tony McConnon

Born: 16.5.69

Height: 184cms

Weight: 80kas

Comes from: Clarence, Tas

Born: 18.7.68

Height: 174cms

Weight: 70kgs

Comes from: Wodaonga, Vic

7. Darren O'Brien

Born: 22.369
Height: 1178cms
Weight: 81kas
Comes from; Collie

8. Craig Turley
Born: 24865
Height: 185¢cms
Weight: 80kgs
Comes from: Nollamara

9. Bryce Steele

Born: 24373

Height: 175cms
Weight:70kas

Comes from; Bairnsdale Vic

13. Brendun Burrows

Born: 1710.70

Height: 185cms

Weight: 80kgs

Comes from: Claremont-Hale

14. Brendon Logun

Born: 17.275

Height: 180cms

Weight: 70kgs

Comes from: Lynwood-Ferndale

15. Stephen Trewhelln

Born: 285.73

Height: 175¢cms
Weight: 75kas
Comes from; Subiaco

20. lan Downsborough

Born: 19172

Height: 195¢ms

Weight: 82kas

Comes from: Burracoppin

21. Gavin Bell

Born: 20873

Height: 180cms
Welght: 79kas
Comes from; Warwick

Born: 21272

Height: 190cms
Weight: 88kgs

Comes from: Wanneroo

Born: 28873

Height: 194cms

Weight: 85kas

Comes from: Adelaide-Sth
Adelaide

24. Dudley Ahchee

25. Martin Whitelaw

Born: 225.76

Helght: 200cms

Weight: 8%kas

Comes from: Ocean Ridge

27. Geoff Valentine

Born: 61.70

Height: 180cms

Weight: 78kas

Comes from: North Beach

1994 Fairest and Best: Darren O'Brien

29. Brendun Fewster

Born: 41.74

Height: 184cms
Weight: 93kas
Comes from: Gingin

30. Ben Sykes

Born: 810.74

Height: 195cms

Weight: 90kas

Comes from: Benalla, Vic

34. Ashiey Blurton

321. Dean Brunton

Born: 22.7.73
Height: 182cms
Weight: 85kgs
Comes from: Carine

37. Paul Mifka

Born: 8665

Height: 186cms
Weight: 81kgs

Comes from: Balcatta

38. Darren Thomas

Born: 211272

Height: 185¢cms

Weight: 95kas

Comes from: Burracoppin

46. Ronnie Burns

Born: 15.3.73

Height: 120cms

Weight: 70kas

Comes from: St Mary's Darwin

47. Ben Stewart

Born: 2010.71

Height: 178cms
Weight: 86kgs

Comes from: Mt Lawley
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PROFILE OF A COACH

L

John Dimmer ... a rookie
with immediate success

A coach taking part in
his first finals campaign
could be forgiven for
being a little up-tight.

Yet when West Perth
football manager Scott
Ballem had an important
message to relay to Falcons
coach John Dimmer in the
dying minutes of the second
semi-final, he was surprised
by the first year coach's
placid nature at a crucial time
in the game. °

Dimmer certainly knows
how to keep his cool and his
ability to remain calm in all
circumstances is one of his
most defining qualities.

He said he couldn’t see any
advantage in getting worked
up as the Falcons tried to

By SCOTT COGHLAN

hold the Lions at bay.

“There is no point getting
excited.” Dimmer said.

“You don't think about it
being exciting or close or
whatever, you just do your
job!”

In fact, there were times
when Dimmer found himself
acting more like a spectator
than a coach.

“There were times in the
game when | just sat back
and thought, hey this is one
very good game of football
people are getting to watc
here” he said. 4

“The skills were top class,
the pressure was good and
the general use of the footy
was good.

“It had everything you
could ever want, with two
sides going at it for four
quarters right down to the
last few seconds.”

Althcugh' this is his first
year coaching at senior level,
Dimmer has already had an
impressive coaching career.

He coached the Claremont
reserves for seven seasons,
for four agrand final
appearances and two flags
and then coached West Coast
to the A-grade amateurs
premiership last season.

In between those
commitments he has also
found time to coach at junior
level.

He was rewarded for his
efforts by being named the
Australian Football Coaches

Association coach-of-the-year
in 1994, picking up the JJ
Lleonard Medal, an award
given for general coaching
excellence and helping to
develop the game.

Dimmer was quietly
confident at the start of this
Pepsi Cup season, but
believes the Falcons efforts
have exceeded even his
expectations.

“l| knew we had a chance of
playing in the finals based on
what I'd seen,” he said.

“But there had been quite
a player drain.

“ \We lost Derek Hall, who
had been a prominent
forward and there were quite
a few playvers who the club
had imported in the last few
years who went back to
Victoria.

“There was a bit of doubt
about other players who
hadn't been given
opportunities in recent years
— whether they could come
up to the required standard.

“I'm pleased that they have,
the fact that we are in a
grand final shows they have,

"It's a good reflection of
their attitude. From a
coaching point of view you
couldn't ask for anything
more’

One l|look around the
Falcons rooms after their win
over the Lions showed the toll
the game had taken.

Most of the players were
too tired to celebrate,

choosing to rest their weary
legs and the week’s rest they
earned will certainly help
their cause. But Dimmer is
trying to guard against
over-confidence

“It's always a bonus
physically, but you have to
guard against it mentally,” he
says.

“Hopefully, because it was
such a good game and so
close the players will think
we've still got a fair bit of
work to do

“If you win the second semi
by quite a bit, there’s always
2 chance mentally you might
slip, but | don't think that will
happen.”’

It has been 20 years since
West Perth won a league flag
and the club now carries an
enormous burden of
expectation into the grand
final, something Dimmer is
trying to keep a lid on,

“We just keep saying to the
players that it's another
game of football,” he said.

“It is a little more
important than other games
have been, but you can't go
reading things like that into
it

“We've just got to go out
there and play as well as we
can, if it comes our way it
comes our way”

Dimmer says that he
personally isn't feeling the
pressure.

“It's the biggest game of
the year,” he said.

WAFL Grand Final Budget,
24th September, 1995
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Heading West... with Darren Harris

Darren Harris played the first of his 99 games for West Perth in 1992. He quickly established
himself as an on-field leader, assuming captaincy of the Club for the 1995 and 1996

seasons prior to returning to Victoria. Darren played his best football for West Perth in

1995, captaining the Club to its first premiership since 1975, and winning the Breckler and

Simpson medals. Darren was to later return to the Club as coach between 2002 and 2005,

coaching the Club to the 2003 premiership. We asked Darren about his memories of playing

at West Perth and more particularly, about the 1995 flag win.

Can you tell us the background to your
arrival at the Club in 1992?

In 1991 | was playing for the Wodonga
Football Club in the Ovens and Murray
Football League under Jeff Gieschen.
At the time there were no teaching
jobs in Victoria, and | had recently
graduated. Jeff was appointed as head
coach of West Perth and it was my
father, Herb who rang Jeff and asked
if | could come to the West and have

a crack at the WAFL. My Dad knew |
needed to get out of Wodonga and get
some purpose. Teaching opportunities
and a higher level of football were the
opportunities and it would prove to be
a turning point in my life. My girlfriend
at the time Gael, who is now my wife,
was also a teacher and she was a big
encourager of us coming to the west.

Your first game for the Club was a
tight win over East Perth in round
one of the 1992 season. What can
you recall of your first game and
what appears would have been a
challenging first season?

To be honest | can't actually remember
that first game. | know we won it and
then lost the next five or six games.

| think at the time everything was
pretty intense for me trying to fit in, a
bit homesick, wanting to play well etc.
Glen Bewick and Paul Sanzone took
me under their wings for which | will
always be grateful. There were a few
Wodonga boys in Andrew Nicholls
and Rob West running around, too.

| also really appreciated the way big
Craig Nelson looked after me. As the
year progressed, we started to build
some belief and won three games

in a row late in the year against top
sides. This was the catalyst to build

Darren Harris

on for the next season. Ironically,

we played off for the wooden spoon
against Claremont who we would
face the next year in the grand final.
Unfortunately, we lost both of these
games. Personally | didn't realise how
fit you needed to be for WAFL footy
and once | got really fit | started to
contribute more.

Jeff Gieschen seemingly quickly
developed a young crop of players,

in fact quickly enough to qualify for
the 1993 grand final. What are the
attributes that made Jeff the coach
he was?

Jeff turned up at the Wodonga
Football Club in 1986. We had just
come off a wooden spoon. He
transformed the Club and took it to

a whole new level professionally. He
was very demanding and challenged
us to be better and it was just what
we needed. We lost a preliminary final
in 1986 and won the grand final by a
record margin in 1987. He knew every

person’s name, made them feel valued
and ensure they understood how
important they were to our success.

At West Perth he was no different.

He turned up, got great buy-in of the
people and you were either in or out.
Thirty-odd players were turned over

in 1992 and the ones who were left
were up for the challenge and the hard
work. Jeff really created a strong US v
THEM mentality. He hated losing and
so did we. He was also quite innovative
at the time with regard to set plays,
which would soon become the norm.
He would do anything to help the team
win. There were a few times | found
myself at the Gieschens’ home for a
meal, also receiving a massage when

I was sore from the coach himself. He
left no stone unturned and that was
the foundation of the culture that still
exists today. His legacy was big.

West Perth finished second on

the ladder in 1994 but fell out of

the premiership race losing the
preliminary final. Can you share with
us the disappointment of that 1994
season and the extent to which that
drove the team in 1995?

I think it was a culmination of the hard
times and wooden spoons in the early
1990s, followed by understanding what
success felt like in the lead up to the
1993 grand final. We then had a very
good season in 1994 with inaccuracy
costing us that preliminary final. We
would have gone onto win the flag that
season. That was close to the toughest
loss in my career. It did drive us to not
want to feel that again. Giesch came to
us at training, well after our pre-season
for 1995 had started, and said he was
going to be an assistant at Geelong.
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WEST Perth’s gripping first semi-final
win over Subiaco may have cost them a erack
at this year’s WAFL Pepsi Cup, according to
coach Jefl Gieschen.

The Falcons mentor said as much in the wake of
last Saturday’s meek second-half capitulation to East
Fremantle at Subiaco Oval.

The Falcons led by 36-points at the long-interval, but
were overrun by a rampant East Fremantle in the sec-
ond-half to ultimately suffer a 23-point loss.

“It indicared thar our performance last week rook
a lor our of us both mentally and physically,” Gies-
chen said.

‘'Subiaco are a fantastic side. The preparation put
inte last week was just extraordinary (o get a resuls.

“We got that and maybe it roek its toll in the
secand half.”

Gieschen conceded that the Faleons inaccurate tally of
4.10 in the opening term was costly.

“Today was a result of missed opportunities,” he said.

“Our preparation was superb. The way we played the
first half in terms of getting numbers to the ball and
dominating play showed that we were very well prepared.
but unfortunately we just couldn’t put them away.

“Inadequacies come back to haunt you.”

He was taking nothing away from the Sharks
persistence.

*East Fremantle were wonderful,” Gieschen said.

“They just kept boxing on. They did in the second hall
what we have done in the past.

“Full credit to them for that."

Apart from Darren Harris, who had 31 possessions,
1\1&’1]:?: Perth's key playmakers had no impact in the second

alf.

Craig Treleven worked his way on top of Darren
O’ Brien, Clayton Anderson out-tagged Craig Turley and
winger Shaun McManus beat Paul Symmons,

“We went the whole second half with eur so called

jets contvibuting very, very fittle,” Gieschen said.

“It is a loss that will haunt us for some time.”

Gieschen, a school teacher, is one of the most astute
and affable coaches in the WAFL, but could be tempted
to return to his native Victoria.

“¥You give as much as you can give and when you are
not getting results you have to question how far do you
want to go in this caper,” he said, despite lifting the
Falcons from last to second and third.

“We have given all we can give.

“It just depends where I'm at now and where the club’s
at.

The Falcons will not win a WAFL premiership until
they recruit goalkicking talent, a fact Giecshen acknowl-
edged after the loss.

“We definitely need some finishers up front. We need
men who know how to play in the forward line,” he said

“You can have blokes who can take big marks and
blokes who are quick.

“But if they don't know how to play forward play
and they not goal scorers or goal apportunists they
may as well nor be there.

“We don’t have too many blokes in a forward line
with a history of kicking a lot of goals.”

WEST Perth coach Jeff Gieschen has lifted the
Falcons from the doldrums to be competitive Pepsi
Cup campaigners. But, in the light of their depar-
ture from this yea nals series, he sces need for
change. GLEN QUARTERMAIN reports

A knee injury to lan Downsborough and the retire-
ment of Basil Zempilas due to work commitments
robbed the Falcons of goalkicking depth this season.

“We haven’t gol anyone who can consistently kick
goals” he said.

“We have got be on the lookout for one or two who
can catch the ball and turn around and kick a goal.

NO LOOKING BACK ... Jeff Gieschen has given West
Perth the impetus to plan confidently for the future

~—-=BATITONA$

There’s never been a better time to hit the beaches, shop for batik and just
enjoy Bali. Because right now Qantas Jetabout Holidays and Qantas give vou

Wﬂs every reason to go to Bali, From just 5700 you

MO L T DB A Y S pervour return economy airfare, 6 nighes at

Gcen
guides the
Falcons

to brighter
pastures

Gieschen said West Perth improved on last year's
grand final effort, despite a mass exodus of players over
the summer.

“Apart from 60 minutes or two quarters on the week-
end and a blowout against Subiaco near the end of the
year, the rest of the scason was quite magnificent,”
Gieschen said.

“We won more games than last year and we lost 27 of
our 52 players over the summer and to regroup and be
within an ace of going to another grand final, we are
pretty proud of it.”

The Falcons lost Robbie West (Footscray), Mark
Merenda (Richmond), Todd Curley (Collingwood),
Troy West (Williamstown), Wayne Dayman, Paul
Hasler and Zempilas (all retired).

Gieschen said losing players was a problem all WAFL
coaches faced.

“The continuity factor is the hardest that coaches have
to come to grips with in the WAFL,” he said.

“The clubs and the coaches that are able 10 group
together and make them strive together for the one goal
are the ones who have success at the end of the year.

“When you look art clubs like Claremont and even
East Fremantle they have done that very well,

“We were fortunate this year that we regronped
very quickiy.”

Gieschen said his job was made easier through the
groundwork laid down by his predecessor George
Michalczyk.

“I owe a lot to George . . . he was at the club at a time
when we were really struggling for personnel and he
moulded a few young players,” Gieschen said. .

“Obviously Derck Hall, Darren O'Brien and Paul
Mifka developed under George.

“After that what we endeavoured to do was develop a
code of ethics that would help us become a consistent
club.

““Then we set about improving our skill level, discipline
and pattern of play and we have achieved that to the
point where ple would regard us as one of the most
powerful clubs at this point m time.

“I'm not saying we are the most powerful club, but we
are right there among them.”

the Kuta Palace Hotel and transfers. You also get a free Qantas Jetabout travel

bag, travel wallet and the Berlitz Guide to Indonesia. For more information

call Qantas or see your nearest licensed)
AFTA Travel Agent or Qantas Travel Centre, h
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Craig Nelson and Wayne Dayman
retired, Derek Hall and Robbie West
were drafted. These were substantial
changes, but we had become a more
mature and very close knit unit. We
really wanted to win, and we trained
and prepared like it. John Dimmer was
a massive breath of fresh air but it did
take us a while to realise this and to
then value his style and plans.

John Dimmer was appointed coach for
the 1995 season. Was there anything
from a game plan perspective that
John tweaked as coach?

John Dimmer not only brought with
him a whole new methodology around
how we would play but a whole new
coaching style. Giesch had hardened
us up and John gave us a plan and let
us own it. We did the same dfrills over
and over and they all linked to the way
we wanted to play both offensively
and defensively. We became super

fit and connected. All the repetition
helped our decision making under
pressure. John had us take training,
help pick the team, give feedback. |
was voted captain that year and this
style of coaching meant | had bought
in stronger than ever before and felt
ultimately responsible for our success.
It helped set me up and the team

up for success. Our confidence grew
enormously under John.

The Club finished second on the
League ladder at the end of the home
and away series, six games shy of
Subiaco. In those qualifying fixtures,
West Perth had suffered a 71 point
defeat in round six, won by 25 points
in round 14 and then lost to Subiaco
in a three point nail-biter in round 20.
The early season defeat would have
been disappointing but the win and
narrow loss must have given the team
confidence going into the final series?

A turning point for me was the Swan
Districts game. We were about five
or six goals down at half time and |
remember getting really emotional
on the ground just before the third
quarter got under way. The way we
played in the second half was a real

Gavin Bell in a contest for the football at East Fremantle in the Round 19 contest.
West Perth ran out winners by 54 points.

sign of things to come. Ronnie Burns
kicked five or six goals in that second
half. Then that game against Subiaco
in round 20 was a real turning point
again with regard to our self-belief.
Being ten goals down and losing by
just three points showed our best

was more than good enough. From
memory lan Downsborough and
Brendan Fewster kicked 4 goals each
in that last quarter, so adding the form
of Chris Groom, who kicked 72 goals in
14 games, we knew if we got it in there
quick and went at the game we could
beat anyone. That last quarter was
extremely significant in the big picture.

What do you recall of the one point
win over Subiaco in the second semi-
final?

| just remember it being elite. The ball
hardly touched the ground. It was up

and back all day. We went really hard
at each other. It was a hot dry day with
two quality teams at their best going
head to head. | remember thinking we
could have taken our opportunities
better. | believed we should have won
by more than the rushed point we

got from the efforts of Robbie Malone
and Ryan Smith in the last couple of
seconds. This again gave me a lot of
confidence that we could get it done

in the grand final. Subiaco having won
so many games in the home and away
season so comfortably definitely took a
hit in losing that game. Paul Mifka went
to play on the dangerous Jason Heatley
in the second half, who had kicked ten
goals from memory and that would
help set up a key match-up come
grand final day. That one point win
was another significant moment for
season 1995.
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Height  Welght Games Goals State
Player D.0.B. {em) ! kg) Came from Debut played kicked games  Occupation Position
AHCHEE, Dudley 21,1073 188 Sturt,SA = = = = Clerk Rowver
ANTONIO, Glen 39.70 193 91 Burracoppin = I = 2 Truck drivoer Kery position
ASTBURY, Sam 28.1.76 183 B84 Wickepin = = Y = Gardner Hall-back
BAILEY, Glen 20.2.73 189 80 Wannenoo = i = = = Utility
BARROWS, Brendan 171070 185 BO ClaremontHale 1994 West Parth 18 WP 4 WP = Salesman Utitity
1989 Claremont 30 Cl 58C
BELL, Gavin 20873 180 79 Warwick 1994 1 1 - Teacher Rovor
BLURTON, Ashiey 5375 175 80 Balga 1994 16 7 = £ Raver
BROOKS, Nathan 13269 186 a East Parth 1887 East Perth aTEP G EP 2 Salesman Utility
1890 Claromont 6ci 101
BRUECHLE, John 24874 175 73 Claromont ck i e i Plumber Raver
BRUNTON ,Dean 22.7.73 182 as Caring 1993 24 14 = Public Senvant Half-back
BURNS, Ronnie 13373 170 70 St Mary's, Darwin 1993 5 4 4 . Halt-foraard
CHEESEMAN, Louis 17.1.75 182 82 East Porth = = ) = Shop assistant Hal-back
CHEFERS, Darian 19.1.72 185 83 Mt Lawlay = : 3l = Gardaner Half-back
COUSINS, Brent 63.77 187 a3 Warwick . & Student Dafendor
CRUTHERS, Trevor 19.3.69 180 89 Mafira, Vic 1994 1 i & Labs. Manager Contro-half-lorward
CURLEY, Adam 5977 189 79 Warwick = i Student Forward
CURLEY, Todd 14373 188 81 ¥¥est PerthCollingwood 1991 West Panh 59 WP 52 WP
1994 Collingwood 3 Coll 1 Coll
DEGQIS, Brendon 14374 170 7 YWest Coast 1954 2 2 2 Student Cantre
DOBSON, Daniel 18.7.72 173 76 Wanneroo x = . Gardener Rawer
DOWNSBORQUGH, lan 19.0.72 195 82 Burracoppin 1993 k3 21 3 Landscape gardener Ruck
FARRELL, Brian 26.8.75 186 83 Sorrento - = E = Student Utility
FEWSTER, Brendan 41,74 194 93 Gingin 1994 7 1 i Beokeeper Hall-torward
FONG, Matthow 16.5.75 179 a Waosloy College - -2 e B Insurance Officer Utitity
GOBBY, Stophen 21.1.76 183 72 Kingsley = _ = = Student Raver
GREEN, Trevor 7.12.70 189 B84 Osbome Park 1981 14 10 Cabinet maker Forward
{1GROCM, Chris 28.8.73 194 95 i Adelaide 1992 South Adelaidn 40 SA 72 SA i i Forward
1993 Adolaide 2 Adal 8 Adol
HARRIS, Darren 18788 174 70 Waodonga, Vie 1992 66 49 1 Toacher Horver
HARRIS, Mark 1.7.71 183 B4 East Perth/Bunbury 1993 West Porth awp - WP iz Toachor Ruck-rover
1890 East Porth 6 EP 1 EP X Toachor Ruck-rover
HASKETT, Lloyd 16.10.68 185 84 East P erthviorioy 1988 East Perth 68 EP 55 EP ! Toachor Wingman
HIGGINS, Richard 12871 184 88 Morth Innakeo 1990 » 3 - Student Centre-hall-back
IVULICH, John 21173 180 B85 Osbome Park 1982 b4 28 = Studont Half-forward
JEFRIES, Darren 33.74 182 88 South Bunbury = = 4 Clork Hall-back
KEDDIE, Paul 3574 189 88 Kalgoorie = = = L Machanic Delender
KERNS, Mark 23.3.76 178 81 Warwick i == = Student Miciliefder
LANGLANDS, John 17473 183 80 Wanneroo £ = u i Horticutturist Wingman
LOGAN, Brendon 17275 180 70 Lynwood-Ferndala 7 i = 1% Studlent Wing
MALONE, Roben 4570 185 87 ClaramontMarist L = 7 3 Valuor Centro
1950 Claremont 68 Ci 25C
MoCONMON, Anthony 16.5.69 184 BO Clarence, Tas. 1904 3 1 4 = Full-back
MEAD, Steven 16.5.69 166 66 Claremont/South Mt Barker Jf g A i Rowver
1990 Clarmaoni nda 120
MIFKA, Paul B.665 186 81 Balcatta 1984 Wast Parth 199 WP 66 WP 3 Policoman Hall-back
1987 WCE 1 WCE _ WCE
MILDENHALL, Neil 8968 175 70 Traralgon, Vie 1993 45 30 1 Cabinet-maker Centro
MORPHETT, Kane 173.72 184 78 Christ Church/East Fram 1894 Wast Porth BWP - = Physiotharapist Ruek-rover
1990 East Fremantle 44 EF 8 EF
MURDOCH, Brodie 29276 195 87 Edith Cowan = = g ¢ Student Forward
O'BRIEN, Darren 22369 178 B1 Caollig 1988 121 55 e Salasman Centra
PAICE, Michase! 2172 185 85 Wannaroo = - = Bobcat operator Half-forwird
PICKETT, Allistair 4.8.72 172 67 Nollamara = 2 = £ & Rover
QUINN-SCHOFIELD, 4
Justin 19.1.72 188 97 Wanneroo - & - 0 Piumber Full-forward
RAMSHAW, Lucas 29.10.73 175 T4 Collig =, x = = App Mechanic MicHieldar
REUBEN, Clayton 20,4.74 194 4 90 Collia = = = = Student Ruck
ROTUMAH, Michael 11.8.74 188 85 Darwin = 2 12 - Racreation Officar Hall-back
SANDWELL, Mark 23376 185 T Warwick 1694 1 = v Sales rep, Wing
SAUNDERS, Andrew 29.12.73 177 74 Margaret River 5 z = = Ceiling fixer Midfiolder
SMITH, Mark 51178 181 79 Kingsiery L = < & Student Ruck-rower
SMITH, Ryan 21272 19 83 Wannaroo 1994 20 5 = Bulcher Utility
SPILKER, Wade 12.6.77 178 L] Warwick = i 2 5 Studlant Wing
STARR. Wade 17.7.68 180 75 Pingeliy/East Parth 1988 44 17 = Teacher RAuck-rower
STEELE, Bryce 24373 175 70 Baimsdale,Vic f = o Electrician Centre
STEWART, Ben 201071 178 B6 Mt Lawloy 1994 5 1 Z Accountant Centre
SYKES, Ben B.10.74 195 90 Benalla, Vic 1934 4 B E Veterinarian Ruck
* SYMMONS, Paul 2973 185 75 Warwick 1992 50 15 1 Insurance clork Wing
1994 WCE 4 WCE
THOMAS, Darren 211272 185 o5 Burmecoppin 1993 14 22 & Clerk Halt-forward
TIEFENBACHER, Erle 1875 186 52 Kalgooilie & = s Electrician Key positior
TOOVEY, Rick J1.3.68 184 78 West Coast/Sublaco 1990 78 21 - Accountant Ruck-rower
TREWHELLA, Steve 28573 178 75 Subiaco 1004 20 1 = 2 Rover
* TURLEY, Craig 24885 185 E0 MNollamara 1985 Wast Porth B4 WP 34 WP 2 Promations officer Ruck-rowver
1089 WCE 08 WCE 72 WCE
VALENTINE, Gooll 6.1.70 180 78 North Beach 1662 40 12 = Student Half-back
WEBB, Ryan 7576 188 B4 Warwick = = = Shop nssistant Hall-forward
WHITELAW, Martin 22576 200 B9 Ocean Ridge i = = & Usher Ruck
WILSON, Troy 19.1.72 188 g9 Nollamara 1 % - Postman Forward
WINNER, Rod 126,73 195 B85 Warwick 1992 2 = = Studant Lility

* Waost Coast Eagles smadmoﬂpeﬂ 1 Fremantie Dockers squad member, All games and goals as at the start of tha 1995 ssason.
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Westside Football, 20th April 1995

1995 WAFL WHO'S WHO —
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Todd Curley spoils and Steve Trewhella arrives on the scene to ensure Andrew Macnish doesn't get his hand
on the fooZy in the Round 14 clash at Subiaco. West Perth won by 25 pomts

In the grand final, after a tight first
quarter West Perth ran away with
the game in the second and third
quarters. Can you tell us about the
team’s build-up for that game and
your memories of that day?

There is not enough space to write
my memories of this day. Sincerely,
in sport for me as a player this was
as good as it could ever get, and |
remember nearly everything about
it. In the build-up | remember we
trained on the Saturday morning of the
preliminary final at Churchlands High
School.

We trained terribly. It was a shocker
but I think that was important to let us
know we still had a lot of work to do.
Put us back on edge. We then went

and watched the game Subiaco versus
East Fremantle. It was a good physical
game. Subiaco didn't have it all their
own way and that's when it was game
on for us. | remember during the week
being really nervous at work and home
but every time | got around the boys |
felt supremely confident and relaxed.

| didn’t go to any of the functions, the
Sandover, parade, media, etc. My job
was to play well and the other stuff
was just going to distract me because |
can get quite nervous.

Watching our boys on television in the
week made me smile. They were loving
the whole thing. Pre-game | remember
again being really focussed. | picked
Geoff Valentine up in Hamersley and
he played me some heavy metal song

that was not for me but | said “you
beauty”. We drove to the game
and ran into Neil (Billy) Mildenhall
who found $20 on the ground.
Then there was this loud roar
from outside the ground from the
reserves game and that was the
thing that got me right in the zone.

We were relaxed, confident

and focussed. | believed in my
teammates and our plans. Before
we ran out Geoff Valentine grabbed
me and said if it's on out there at
the start get out of there. You can't
fight and we don't need you getting
belted. “No worries Joffa”, | said.
Sure enough, we're on the ground
before play gets under way, there's a
loud roar, and Todd Curley
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MEANWHILE..

AT 'BUCKY'S' PLACE.......

‘‘‘‘‘

The Football Budget, 24th September 1995

is shaking his head as Paul Mifka belts TER) E T raX FOIEERS AND CONJTRUC!

Heatley. Meanwhile, I'm on the outer
wing looking at the crowd taking it all
in. | think Denis Bautista even belted
one of their trainers. Then the first
bounce was a beauty, Todd Curley
charged in and hit Sam McFarlane
straight down the middle, Darren
O'Brien jumped over the pack and tried
to smash Karl Langdon, Geoff (Roey)
Valentine came off the square and
picked off Dwayne Lamb and it was
game on. All | did was receive the first
of many handball receives for the day
from Rob (Molly) Malone.

The game had everything. When Craig
Turley hit a pack, the ball spilled,

he found his feet and the ball really
quickly, handballed underground to
Todd who kicked a great goal. It was
like | was watching something at a
completely different level, and | was.

| ran back to the centre square and
asked Karl Langdon who was playing
on Todd Curley, and where he was
when Todd kicked that goal to which
he replied, “l will break your f.... jaw".
He nearly did, too. | remember Chris
Groom absolutely dominating Billy
Monaghan. He kicked five goals in the

Moments before the final siren, coach’s assistant Glen Cox, team manager Neil Bryant,
John Dimmer and football manager Scott Ballem take a moment to savour the Club’s win.
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first half. If he hadn’t been king hit he
would have kicked ten. Everyone had
their moment from Brendon Logan
kicking a late goal to Todd's mark on
Langdon’s head late, even the streaker
had a moment. Paul Mifka held Heatley
to one late goal, Molly Malone racking
them up, amazing backline of Curley,
Blurton, Barrows, Trewhella, Mifka,
Ryan Smith kicking four, the list goes
on. When that siren went and the
crowd ran on the ground, including our
great teammates who had missed out,
well that was as good as it gets.

What were the attributes of that 1995
premiership side that made the team
successful?

Everyone played their role, we bought
into WE not ME. Our mateship was
awesome. We spent a lot of quality
social time together, knew each
others’ partners and families. We

also believed in our ability. We had
done the work. Examples of this are
Ben Stewart coming off the bench on
grand final day and then racking up
the possessions, and Gavin Bell coming
off the bench and then competing as
hard as anyone. Everyone was ‘IN'.
Then you look at the talent... Ronnie
Burns, Darren O'Brien, Ash Blurton,
Todd Curley, Brendon Fewster, Craig
Turley, Chris Groom, Ryan Smith,

Neil Mildenhall, lan Downsborough,
Brendon Logan all went to AFL Clubs
and had AFL careers. We could
genuinely play the game. Others went
on to coach at AFL or WAFL level. It was
the start of one of the great eras of the
West Perth Football Club.

You played the 1996 season and then
left to continue your football journey.
Can you fill us in on your years away
from the Club until your appointment
to the position of West Perth coach in
2002?

I'd always wanted to coach and

John Dimmer had whet my appetite
even more for this. When | had an
opportunity to go home with my wife
Gael and coach a club that had never
won a flag (the club for which my

Dad was a foundation member) | just
had to have a crack at it. | coached
Wodonga Raiders for three years, and
we had a great West Perth connection.
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Geoff Valentine, Ben Stewart, Rod
Winner, Andrew Nicholls and Vin Glass
all played in the 1998 premiership

we won, the first in the club’s history.
Then | felt like | needed to be a better
teacher of the game so | took a job
based in Wagga working for the AFL
running talent and development
programs. This was also a great
learning opportunity. | unsuccessfully
applied for the coaching role at West
Perth after my three years at Wodonga
Raiders but was told | was not ready
by Neil Bryant and Andrew Lockyer
was appointed to the role. Then Molly
Malone rang and asked me to apply
and | moved the family back to Perth.
That was five years and two children
later.

A grand final loss in your first year
as coach was followed by a top two

&

finish in 2003, an eight point loss to
Subiaco in the second semi-final and
a commanding win over East Perth in
the preliminary final. What changed
between 2002 and 2003?

There were a few things. | think

we grew belief in one another. We
recruited some quality in Brad Murray
and Kim Rigoll returned. The planets
aligned and we had Quentin Lynch,
Steven Koops, Troy Longmuir, Brendan
Fewster, Mark Seaby and Callum
Chambers all available from AFL duties.

We had worked bloody hard, were
great mates and wanted to win really
badly. That was a very good football
team. A reflection of how good it was
is the players who missed out that

day, Corey Johnson, Adam Curley, Phil
Smith, Christian Kelly, Ron Skender and
Dustin Burns to name a few.

§ ’ ,

The red cap is the giveaway... this exuberant Falcons’ supporter is unable
to hide his joy (or much else) as it becomes clear his team is about to win
its first flag since 1975. What better than to join your heroes out on the ground?

LAY ey~

BRENDON LOGA

WEST PERTH

POSTES M9.21 1) THE 1996 SERIES"
.
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What are your recollections of that 2003
grand final?

In the lead-up to the finals we lost our
last three games and the first final so

| was pretty angry about the fact we
weren't playing to our ability. So after
sharing that | thought the group’s
response in the preliminary final win
over East Perth was enormous. We
belted them in the third quarter and the
belief we could do it grew from there.
My memories are of being really calm
and focused. My best mates in Geoff
Valentine, Gavin Bell and mentor John
Dimmer were in the box with me. Todd
Curley taking out Brad Smith early with
a tackle and Brad Murray knocking

out their captain Mark Webb had big
impacts on the result. Our back line was
amazing. Brent LeCras, Steven Koops,
Todd Curley and Simon Duckworth were
all outstanding. Troy Longmuir kicked a
bag, everyone played well and did their
job. When Buzzy Fewster kicked a goal
early in the wet | felt like the cup was
heading to Joondalup.

As Claremont’s coach, how much of
what you learned in your time at West
Perth from the coaches and players you
had around you, have influenced the
way you coach?

Massively. | have learnt so much off

so many good people in my life, all in
different ways. From my under 9s coach
who bought me my first pair of footy
boots, my Dad is the reason I still love
the game. My mates who backed me

in and challenged me, Jeff Gieschen,
John Dimmer, Geoff Valentine, Todd
Curley, Stevie Trewhella, Craig Turley,
Darren O'Brien, Craig Nelson, Kim Rigoll,
Gavin Bell, Derek Hall, how do you
discriminate? All these experiences and
lessons make you who you are. John
Dimmer probably had the biggest impact
from a coaching point of view and all
the others on the journey reinforce and
mould your values which at the end of
the day influence how you live your life.
I will always be indebted to the West
Perth Football Club for my sense of self-
esteem and identity. | still love the

footy club.

1995 GRAND FINAL TEAM LINE-UP

Ruck

Martin Whitelaw, Darren Harris, Darren O'Brien

Interchange
-

Ryan Smith, Ben Stewart, Gavin Bell

GRAND FINAL MATCH SUMMARY

Subiaco
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West Perth

Chris Groom (5), Darren Harris (4),
Ryan Smith (4), lan Downsborough (3),
Neil Mildenhall (2), Todd Curley (1),
Brendon Logan (1), Darren O’'Brien (1)

Subiaco

Paul Miller (2), Rod Willett (2), Dwayne
Lamb (1), Andrew Donnelly (1), Jarrad
Schofield (1), Andrew Macnish (1),
Jason Heatley (1), Bill Monaghan (1),
Todd Breman (1), Karl Langdon (1)

Best players
West Perth

Darren Harris, Rob Malone, Todd
Curley, Brendon Logan, Ashley Blurton,
Phil Smith

Subiaco

Nathan O'Connor, Dwayne Lamb,
Jarrad Schofield, Sam McFarlane, Paul
Miller, Jay Burton

Umpires

Sam Kronja, Darren Starcevich,
Trevor Garret

Free kicks

West Perth (31), Subiaco (20)

Attendance

30,712

Darren Harris was awarded the Simpson Medal

For all your
real estate needs

TYLER KEITEL
SALES CONSULTANT

0435 841 824
tyler@c21goldkey.com.au
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What the papers said
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It was the end of a 20-year drought as West Perth s
emotional Pepsi Cup grand final at Sublaco Oval
In front of a crowd of 30,712 fans; mainly Wei
supporiers, the Faicons set the scene early in thi
contest. E,
it was a grand final battle worthy of any past prem
play-offs and the long journey to Joondalup on &

 evening was well worth the effort.

Westside’s award-winning photographer Gaee Woeo has
captured all the action, all the fights, alf the emotion. and
even the presence of a male streaker, who was obvl?ely a
fanatical Falcons fans >

1. Craig Turley uses his- body superbly to hold ol Sam

chFarlaneg t for the: Papsn Cup leather. ¥

2.There were plenty of heated momen_ts_ and here rival
David- Snow and Rob Malone have some pleasant
each other

b O 3 : “i.

HEARTBEAT | PART IV OF IV

3. Paul Mifka and Darren Hartls (centre) lead the Fa!&ms i

song, wuth coach John Dimmer adding voice.

4. Todd Curley has the roar of a Falcon as big teate
Brendan Fewster applies a bear hug : >

5. Hail the Falcons heroes... that_’gjgotball’s streakerfir ’85.

Issue 8, June 2020
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Football '95 7Y

Dyna o
break the droug

BY STEVE LAGUE

WEST Perth broke a 20-year
premiership drought yesterday with
an emphatic 56-point win over
Subiaco in one of the toughest
grand finals in the WAFL for many
years.

The game, played in front of
30,712 people, started with an
all-in-brawl before the first bounce
and was marred by several ugly
off-the-ball incidents.

But while frustrated Subiaco
Khycrs were more intent in trying to
urt their opponents, the Falcons
remained focused on the ball and
were é::tly rewarded with several
easy kicks.

The Falcons, who lost the 1993
grand final and were eliminated in
the preliminary final last year, finally
achieved the goal that had eluded
them since 1975 with a 21.11 (137) to
12.9 (81) win.

In probably the most ficrce start to
a grand final since 1981 whe. South
Fremantle’s Basil Campbell cleaned
up glaremopt ruckman B;_)l:hBeecroﬁ
in the opening minutes of the game,
fights broke out all over the ground
as players were moving into their
positions. >

It took umpires Sam Kronja,
Darren Starcevich and Trevor

Garrett several minutes to in
order, but ﬁer:'h Subgco lf;nwand o 1
Langdon was the o er to have
his number taken. dyeed

Langdon was reported by umpire
Starcevich and emergency umpire
Cameron Dawe for striking Falcons

Todd Curley.
. When the game did get under way,
it was Subiaco which appeared to
settle first but it missed too many
easy scoring opportunities.

By the 15-minute mark of the first
quarter, West Perth started to take

control with its midfield players

leading the way.

. Captain Darren Harris was

inspirational in the middle and was

ﬁ"’"‘ tremendous support from
O’Brien, Rob Malone and

The Falcons defence 1

o o B e g

i BRI
And ve done all season,

MAME ml'ﬁ ‘ plenty of
West Perth turned at quarter time
a five-point lead.

It extended that to 25 in the
next 30 minutes with desperate

The
g 1l
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mic Falcon:

It’s ours: West Perth captain Darren Harris and coach John Dimmer
mr«wsmummmmsmn&m

forcing them into uncharacteristic
€ITors.

from that point wit

Chris Groom i
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Dylan services the entire .

Perth metro area
(and surrounds).

West Perth Trees
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antastic Falcons

Darren Harris: 1 might always
be a Victorian, but I love West
Perth, especially right now. The
boys were just great. I came for
one year and it’s four now, so I'll
find it hard to go back.

Darren 0'Brien: sritiiant,
absolutely brilliant. I've been
playing eight years for it. This is
sensational. This medal is the best.
Fantastic, absolutely fantastic.

Rob Malone: yust terrific, it's an
unbelievable feeling.

Neil Mildenhall: It's great to be

part of something like this, even
though I haven’t played a lot of
games with the club this season.
It’s a great relief after a long sea-
son.

Todd Curley: rabulous. Fhat
last mark was a great way to cap it
off, but everyone just played so
well. Sensational, the boys worked
hard for a long time for this and
we’ll make the most of it, I can tell
you.

Craig Tllrley: I'm rapt in the
West Perth Football Club and it’s

P

Jubilant Falcons (from left), Neil Mildenhall and Paul Mifka with the

Pepsi Cup trophy; Rob Malone and Stephen Trewhella and the premiership

cup; Ian Downsborough and his medallion; .

a great way to finish a hard season.
The pressure was on from the
start. This is fantastic. A lot of the
boys have been working at this for
10 years and it’s a fantastic way to
finish the year.

Brendan Barrows: sensational.
There is nothing better than work-
ing all year with all the lads and
coming out and playing as a team
and winning the grand final.

Brendon I.Ugﬂn: It hasn’t really
sunk in yet, but if I had to find one
word — unreal. It’s especially good
for- me because my father (Ian)
played in the 1975 grand final, so
I've followed in his footsteps.

Stephen Trewhella: unbeiicy-
able, a great feeling, the boys put
in. It hasn’t sunk in yet, but it’s
going to be a great party. The pres-
sure was on us, but now the mon-
key's off our back.

lan Downsborough: Tnis is
what I've played football for. I did-
n't think it would blow out like
that, but it’s great that it did. I was
still worried at the 20-minute mark
of the final term.

Gavin Bell: 1¢ was hard sitting on
the bench; but once I got out there
it was okay, I was a bit nervous; it
was hard to watch. It was a matter
of keeping up the pressure. It's the
best thing that has ever happened
to me and 'm over the moon. I
played at Subiaco for four years,
so it’s even more special.

Ryan Smith: The atmosphere

was loud that I couldn’t hear
myself think. It was sensational. 1
can’t explain it. I'm afraid I'm
going to wake up in the morning
and find out someone has taken it
off us. It’s unbelievable.

Chris Groom: 1vs very exciting.

You play all your life for premier-,

ships; this is what you work all
year for and this is what you are
going to remember all your life.

Martin Whitelaw: 1s 2 vig

opportunity to play in a grand
final and I've achieved it in my
first year. It's great; the best feeling
I've ever had. I've got the medal
and I'm going to cherish it for the
rest of my life.

GQOﬁ valelltllle: It was a terrif->
ic feeling out there; I can’t beleive
it now. The boys were great.

Brendan Fewster: An unbe-
lievable feeling, you can’t describe
it. Just brilliant. I'm over-awed
with everything. You name it, it
could happen tonight.

Ashley Blurton: vou cant
describe it; it’s beautiful. I don’t
remember much after I came off,
but the boys did very well.

"Dean Brunton: Very relieved.

We kept our cool even though it
was a bit physical; certainly worth
the effort.

Palll leka: It’s just unbeliev-
able. The boys were fantastic. It
will hit me later and I'll break
down, I know I will.

Ronnie Burns: 1c feeis good, r'm
still on cloud nine, I don’t know
what to say.

Ben Stewart: unbelicvable,
fantastic, I couldn’t ask for any
more.
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Team Photo
1995 premiership team
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Back row:

Neil Bryant (League team manager), Tony McConnon, Neil Mildenhall, Mark Kerns, Ryan Webb, Brendan Barrows,
Rob Malone, Wade Starr, Darren Thomas, Eric Tieffenbacher, Mark Harris, Dean Brunton, Gary Patterson, Paul Keddie,
Andrew Saunders, Terry Taylor (chairman of selectors), Glen Cox (coach'’s assistant)

Third row:

Ross Humphries (strength and conditioning coach, and runner), Ross Prunster (assistant coach), Ryan Smith, Richard Higgins,
Troy Wilson, Glen Antonio, Ben Sykes, Martin Whitelaw, Brendan Fewster, Trevor Crothers, Clayton Reuben, Adam Curley,
Mark Sandwell, Brian Farrell, Ben Stewart, Mark Washfold (Reserves assistant coach)
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Second row:

Corey Johnson, Steve Trewhella, Todd Burgess, Matthew Fong, Louis Cheeseman, Brendon Logan, Darren Harris (Captain),
John Dimmer (Coach), Darren O'Brien (Vice-Captain), Paul Mifka, Geoff Valentine, Dudley Ahchee, Ronnie Burns,
Michael Rotumah, Todd Curley

Front row:

Dennis Bautista (assistant coach), Lucas Ramshaw, Rod Winner, Brendon De Gois, Gavin Bell, John Langlands, Bryce Steele,
Brett Cousins

Absent:

Lloyd Haskett, Nathan Brookes, Ashley Blurton, lan Downsborough, Craig Turley, Paul Symmons, Stephen Gobby,
Kane Morphett, Trevor Green, Fred Murphy, Chris Groom
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Remember when ...

Jeff Gieschen can rightly claim some

credit for West Perth’s premiership win

in 1995. HeartBeat has discovered Jeff
had established a link to our Club that
dates back to the early 1970s. It was
August 1971, Daddy Cool were atop
the charts with Eagle Rock and some

young men from Western Australia and

Victoria were starting to make names
for themselves in the football world.

The national State Schools’
championships were held in
Launceston in 1971 and featured
Western Australia, Victoria, Tasmania

i ; i and Gold Glks. Kekd,  (Red and Gold) Gls. Kekd.
and Queensland. Western Australia run and goal in the 1977 VFL grand (?lgsfnm n}fls, %'t h{.em s;f') ey N A E L i S
i its ti i [ [ : ; 2 SIMPSON, R. (J. Curtin) . 2 HALLIDAY, T. (Scarb.)
claimed fts title with an elght point final replay), Kelvin Templeton (143 3 POPE, S. (Cyril Jackson) . 3 GUPANIS, W. (Mt Law.)
i [ [ e 3 A ‘h'lands
win over Victoria, 8.4 (52) to 6.8 (44). games for Footscray and 34 for g Eg;mﬁ;‘_&\%}tﬁtf”k.} ; ‘é fgs:ﬁg, %} {f;i%‘i’l{:;ttz;
i ini 6 ATKINSON, P. (A'dale) ... , W. (Modern
The best players in that win included Melbourne between 1974 and 1985, S ALNNETT P, (Wmoume) g 3%':.\’;.'#‘?' g' ((I\-?;“Eton;
i 8 TAYLOR, A. (Mel.) (Cpt.) .. , B. (Mt. Law.
Les Fong and future opponent (at and winner of the 1980 Brownlow 9 WORTHINGTON, G. (Can.) 9 WATROBA, R. (J. Forr.)
Perth) and later teammate, Neil Medal), Don Whitford (42 games 10 BURTON, G. (Belmont) ... 10 HUGHES, K. (City Bch.)
i . 11 MORGAN, R. (Melville) ... 11 VARIAN, B. (Tuart Hill)
Fotheringham. Other players to for Fitzroy and ten for Melbourne 12 FITZGERALD, R. (J.C.) .. 12 BRYANT, K. (J. Forrest)
i i i 13 KNEALE, B. (Bentley) 13 BARCHAM, R. (F'wood)
represent WA n that championship between 1974 and 1981), and Geoff 14 ORWIN, C- (Kwinana) 14 DIMMER, J. (Scarb.)
[ [ 15 INMAN, K. (Bentley) 15 THOMPSON, A. (C. Bch.)
were Mario Turco and Alan Reid Burdett (37 games for Essendon RILEY,. K.i (lCwinana), . ?]5 \E;‘?SYSEEPAS' J. (g,{olﬂerl;))
illi v v ’ v l Ap'eross : e Chi 5
(East Fremantle), Geoff Gillies (South Les Fong takes possession in the school boys’ game against Tasmania. between 1976 and 1981). EIE:I-L‘%_‘}\II\%IY,L‘I‘.(‘{\{PIS;12,{1:)) : 1; VISSER AN é ;Ss}ll;lt:ne)

Fremantle), Allan Walker (Claremont)
and Stephen Skulley (Swan Districts).
The team was coached by the highly
respected Jack Ensor, who had been
associated with Perth's consecutive
premiership wins in the mid-1960s,
later to coach Swan Districts and
Subiaco.

Best players for Victoria in that

game were Jeff Gieschen (24 games
for Footscray between 1974 and
1978), Phil Manassa (122 games for
Collingwood between 1973 and 1979,
remembered most for his incredible

Our attention has also been drawn
to another game, played earlier

RENT BETTER FROM

MAJOR RENTACAR system

105 STIRLING STREET, PERTH.

PHONE 28 5064

South Zone v North Zone High Schools

AT SUBIACO OVAL — 12.20 p.m.
Fleld Umpire: R. CAPES. ;
Goals: J. Bruce, L. Morris.

Boundary: R. Dawbarn, G. Tipping.

SOUTH ZONE H.S.

COFFEY, J. (Belmont)
LUCAS, S. (Applecross) .
TWYCROSS, M. (G. St.) |
COFFEY, G. (Armadale) .

NORTH ZONE H.S.

WARNER, R. (M'booka)
FROST. D. (Hampton)
MERRITT, P. (H'wood)

BERIMAGE, G. (S'bourne) .

: CHO 1971 AL ' o 23 BAUSKIS, R. (Can'ton) 5 B
3 W.A. STATE SCHOOLS’ 1971 AUSTRALIAN CARNIVAL WINNER that season, a curtain-raiser to the 24 MONTEATH, B. (Hamil. Ist Qtr..... . Goals......Behinds
> : . S 25 MURRAY, G. (Gov. St.) : .. ... Goalk.....Behinds
@ : : : y 2nd QLr. G
3 i S e s i e e Western Australia - Victoria game 26 FISHER, K. (R'moyne) = ; oo
- played at Subiaco Oval on 17th July. 1s6 oy TG (2 Ao e S ?:‘ e GIOBIS =ot
i i ] inal
3 r
& lads represented the North and South ==
) zones of the Perth metropolitan | ]3 l I
A area. Those who turned up early ' 5
for the state game saw some future (qudm&m
champions take to the big game ‘N? HIS K Y
stage for the first time. The North = v
. en
Zone team included Les Fong THEZEOOTBALLABERSET il
(Balcatta), Kevin Bryant (Mount
Lawley), West Perth 1995 and 1999
& premiership coach John Dimmer
I (Scarborough) and future Australian
) it cricket captain, Kim Hughes (City
Ys H H
g Beach). The South Zone side included
3 players of the ilk of Bruce Monteath
g (Hamilton Hill), Ken Inman (Bentley)
r': and Ray Bauskis (Cannington). ©e0000000000000000000
o 1 : B. Andrews, D. Heise, G. Gillies, G. Satori, G. Parnell, G. Taylor, J. Bailey, G. Jarvis
= (Bfig:m!\?; (ilkg.f't')rurco. anigl‘gl’ﬁa row: J. . Ensor (coach), M. Franklin, D. Parry, S. Franklyn, A, 3019,
9 H. Van-d:ar-Wiele, K. Cardy, D. Smith, C. Dowson (Reserve), T. Moeorgan, F Colyel;, Mr. L H’ay\:\,.ayd
e (Manager). Front row: N. Fotheringhame, N. Bienvenu, G. Symons ((Zap_tam), L. Fong (vice-captain),
T{ ! D. Andrijich, A. Walker, S. Skulley. (Absent. D. Salisbuty).
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“Western Mail,” August 12, 1920.

From the Vault
100 years ago at
Leederville

The 1990s marked the departure of & § 4.8 1 et - e 2 Gt e : Se o 4l coa o Tl /&pggg%gﬂ;j

! ryson
Captain. W Ferth |
= =

West Perth from Leederville, the last
home game being played in the final
qualifying fixture of the 1993 season.
West Perth played the first of its
home games at Leederville on 24th
July 1915. HeartBeat hasn't seen any
photos of the earliest of our seasons at
Leederville but recently stumbled upon
a copy of The Western Mail from 12th ; ) = ek
August 1920. The sport pages feature a B AL : = %/%Ji(////. ]
g port pag 2 TYS S 7 ’ i
full page of photographs of the Round .’- o GUINTTYONG
13 (7th August) game between West C'apzfaznzs, mantle |
Perth and South Fremantle played at i ‘ N
Leederville.

George Tyson was captain-coach of
West Perth and South Fremantle were
led by Wally Gunnyon. This was a
contest between the fifth and six-
placed sides in a six team competition,
perhaps explaining the few spectators
on Leederville’s unmistakeable eastern
bank. The forerunner of The Football
Budget, The WA Footballer, came

into print from 1921 and so we're
unfortunately unable to correctly
identify players in these photos.
Importantly, West Perth won this
game by 30 points, 8.14 (62) to South
Fremantle's 4.8 (32).

The 1920 season wasn't especially
successful for our Club, West Perth
missing the top four by considerable
percentage. The foundation had
been built however. Harold Boyd had
debuted in 1919, joining Jim Gosnell
and Jim Craig, who had both played
their first games in 1918, all players
who would ultimately play significant
roles in West Perth’s success in the
decade ahead.
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Remember when ...
Paul Mitka hauled in a ten goal bag?

It was 5th August 1995
and West Perth were at
home to seventh-placed
Perth. The Falcons were in
fourth place and in heavy
traffic competing with
East Fremantle and South
Fremantle for the finals’
double chance.

The home team were in
trouble early, trailing Perth
5.3(33)to 0.6 (6) at the
first change. John Dimmer
then swung fan favourite
Paul Mifka from defence to
centre half forward and the
game changed.

Paul went on to boot ten
goals, and the Falcons ran
out winners by a 93 point
margin, 25.19 (169) to Perth’s
11.10(76).

MAN OF THE MOMENT
PAUL MIFKA

West Perth's Paul Mifka carved a niche into football's record books when he joined
those players to kick double-figures in a WAFL match. The one-time defender relished
a move into attack at quarter-time against Perth and set about hauling in the goals,
posting 10.4 in the three remaining terms. It was Mifka's biggest haul in 213 games
and took his goals tally to 89.

The Football Budget, 12th August 1995
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Celebrating 1999 premiership success
John Dimmer and Luke Rayner remember...

After the glory of the Club’s success in
1995, the 1996 season was somewhat
disappointing, culminating in a 70
point loss to East Fremantle in the

first semi-final. That fourth placed
finish was followed in 1997 by the Club
missing the finals altogether, ending
the home and away season in sixth
position.

New recruits underpinned
expectations for a successful 1998,
the Club ultimately falling to East
Fremantle in the grand final by 43
points. Hopes remained high for 1999
and the team delivered, finishing
second on the ladder and booking an
appointment with South Fremantle in
the second semi-final. A meritorious
15 point defeat at the hands of a
South Fremantle outfit ladened with

John Dimmer at home with his West Perth memorabilia.

Source: Perthnow.com

Fremantle AFL listed players provided
optimism that the Falcons remained
a legitimate premiership threat. This
optimism grew in the wake of a 65
point demolition of Subiaco in the
preliminary final.

John Dimmer and Luke Rayner share
memories of their time at our Club
and the 1999 premiership season.
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John Dimmer’s football career began as a player with Subiaco in 1973. Moving to East Perth for the 1980 season, John
finished his playing days at the Royals in 1983 having played 171 games (90 for Subiaco and 81 for East Perth) plus
four games for Western Australia.

Stints as coach within school and junior football, reserves at Claremont and then at West Coast Amateur Football
Club in 1994 were followed by his appointment as senior coach at West Perth for the 1995 season. John was to coach
West Perth to two premierships and followed these with a further two flags, as coach at South Fremantle. He also
coached Western Australia in 1996 and 2010.

We asked John for his recollections of those premiership years at Joondalup, but began by asking him about his early

RECRUIT Y,

days in League football.

Before we get to your time at West
Perth, we’d like to explore your career
as a league footballer. You debuted
for Subiaco in Round 16 in 1973, the
Lions recording a six point win against
a wayward kicking Perth at Lathlain.
That Perth team included some
champions of the game including
Barry Cable, Greg Brehaut, Murray
Couper, Colin Lofts, lan Miller, Bob
Shields and Chubby Stiles. What do
you remember of your debut?

That was an interesting first game. The
coach, Ross Smith, told me | would

be on the ground once Subiaco had
gained control of the game. As the
game went on the team never gained
control and fell over the line on the
siren. So, | didn't actually make it onto
the ground (in those days the bench
was a substitution bench and not an
interchange). Coincidently, | actually
made my way onto the ground a few
weeks later against West Perth.

You played six games in 1973, the last
of these six being the grand final. It's
not a game we're keen to dwell on in
this publication but... how is it that
Subiaco overcame West Perth in that
grand final?

Subiaco had been beaten in the three
home and away games as well as the
second semi-final. | think those four
losses, especially the second semi
loss, spurred the players on and the
team was able to break a 49 year
premiership drought.

John Dimmer in his first season at East Perth
Football Budget, 20th September 1980

Ross Smith, 1967 Brownlow Medallist
and St. Kilda premiership star,
coached Subiaco for the first of two
seasons in 1973. Was there any aspect
of Ross Smith’s coaching philosophies
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that were to ultimately help you
prepare for coaching?

I always found Ross to be a calm

and considered coach who also had
some tactical ploys to use against
specific opponents and to take into
account the weather conditions. These
attributes were something that | saw
as being important and they fitted my
own thoughts and personality.

In 1980, and after 90 games with
Subiaco, you joined East Perth. What
was behind your change in clubs?

At that stage Subiaco were struggling
financially and also in playing strength.
| also had a range of injuries that
limited the number of games | played
and | felt it was time for a change. The
chance to play finals football was also a
motivation.

You seemed to play your career

best football while at East Perth,
representing the state four times,
including a state-of-origin match
against Victoria in 1981. What drove
you to play your best football?

That fact that | was injury free for most

of the time certainly helped, plus | was
in my mid-twenties which is usually a
key time in a footballer’s life.

And what are your memories of that
state-of-origin game at Subiaco, won
by Western Australia?

State of Origin was certainly a big game
in those days, played on a Tuesday
afternoon in front of a big crowd. The
Victorian team had to fly to WA in a
number of small chartered planes with
several stops on the way due to one
of the major airlines having a strike (I
think). | always felt we were in control
of the game and ended up with a
relatively comfortable win.

You played the last of your 171 WAFL
games in 1983. What did you do
between finishing up your playing
career and arriving at West Perth in
1995?

After retiring from playing | moved
into coaching. My first appointment
was with the Karrinyup U18s team that
played in the Claremont District as
well as taking on the State Schoolboys
team. | coached both groups for

two years. After having a year off |
resumed coaching in 1987 with the
Claremont reserves with Gerard
Neesham in charge of the league
team. | was there for seven years
and served what | felt was a strong
apprenticeship. My next team was
the West Coast amateurs who played
in the A Grade competition and we
went on to win the 1994 Premiership.
| also coached my son’s Whitfords
U13s team. The Amateurs played on
Saturday and the juniors on Sundays
so the weekend was pretty full!

You assumed coaching duties
following the departure of Jeff
Gieschen. To what extent did the
team’s playing list and game plan
evolve through that 1995 season?
When | arrived at West Perth | felt the
squad was talented and were keen
for success. They had been close

the year before and the motivation
to win a premiership was high,
especially from the senior players led
by Darren Harris. | brought a couple
of youngsters into the team, most
noticeably, Brendan Logan. Ronnie
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Burns also returned to the club and
we recruited Robert Malone from
Claremont. Chris Groom came to us
via the Fremantle Dockers and was

a key target for the players up the
ground. The actual game plan was
not particularly different to what | had
used at the Claremont reserves and
also at the amateur level.

What were the main factors behind
West Perth’s grand final win?

We had played well for most of the
year, however, ironically (think back to
1973!), we struggled against Subiaco.
The pleasing aspect of the playing
group was that they saw the games
against Subiaco as a real challenge and
every time we played them the losing
margin was reduced. Going into the
second semi-final against them was
always going to be a difficult game,
however, the players had gained a
great deal of confidence from the last
home and away game against them
when the team powered home only
to fall agonisingly close to victory.
The one point win in the second semi
(kicked by Robert Malone) gave the
players an immense amount of belief
and they all played extremely well to
come away with a great win in the
Grand Final.

The club finished fourth in 1996 and
sixth in 1997 before making another
grand final in 1998, this time a 43
point loss to East Fremantle. What
learnings did you take from that game
and season that informed preparation
and planning for 1999?

The playing group stayed very similar
to the team that lost the Grand Final in
1998 and with the addition of a couple
of recruits we always felt we could
challenge again in 1999.

West Perth and South Fremantle were
clearly the two dominant teams in
1999. South Fremantle had beaten
West Perth in three outings prior to
the grand final, including by a 15 point
margin in the second semi-final. That
all changed on grand final day. Can
you take us through your preparation
for that game... what did consider you
needed to do to win the flag?

- =%
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Get on the Dogs and Falcons

IF you were a betting man, the odds
of a West Perth-South Fremantle
Grand Final later this year wouldn't
be too enticing.

But, as they say, it's better to back a short-
priced winner than a long-priced loser.

On Seturday, the two teoms most likely fo be
ot Subiaco Oval on the first Saturday in October
will stand toe-fo-toe ot Areno Joondalup in @ match
that should not only attract o big crowd, but help shape the respective
sides home-and-away seasons.

If West Perth, which fell five points short of the Bulldogs at Fremantle
Oval in round 5, are victorious on the weekend, it will move to the top of
the ladder because of a superior percentage.

However, if South Fremantle becomes only the second team to win at
Arena Joondalup, it will move eight points clear, almost certainly enough
to secure the minor premiership, and ensure West Perth continues its dog-
fight with Subicco for o toptwo berth and with it, a cherished Second
Semi-Final berth.

While other anticipated finalists in Subiaco and East Fremantle have
their weaknesses, the same criticism cannot be levelled ot South Fremantle
and West Perth.

Blessed with high class and disciplined talent ol over the ground, both
are renowned fighters - teams which rarely give an inch and if they happen
to do so, make up metres.

A fortnight ago, West Perth had been towelled up by Subiaco in the
first half, only to stun the Lions with a second-half that had premiership
football written all over it.

Then last Saturday, the Bulldogs, hindered by lote withdrawals, were
in real trouble during the first two terms courtesy of inspired football from
Cloremont, before turning the screws in the zncd half to prevail by o
remarkable 35 points.

JN-GNNOY UVISIM

The return from injury in recent weeks of Paul Maher hos been @ bonus
for the Bulldogs, with his strong marking and long kicking causing opposition
backlines trouble.

Maher's presence has released the pressure on Daniel Schell, who
has rediscovered some of his early season form.

State full-back Troy Wilson is o candidate for Schell, while the under-
rated Adom Curley could stand Maher should the Fremantle Dockers’ squad
member start at centre-half-forword.

At the other end of the ground, the Falcons hove a viable forward
option in Jeff Bruce.

Daniel Schell R
{South Fremantle).

The Eastern States recruit is quick on the lead, possesses clean hands
and with 32 goals so far this year, is the only recl threat to Rod Tregenza
for the mantle as the competition's leading goalkicker.

Bruce's input will rely again on the disposal of his midfielders, although
the calibre of James Ferguson, not immune himself to kicking goals, Paul
Symmons, Christian Kelly, Kim Rigoll, Anthony Alvaro and Corey Johnson
is invariably crisp.

John Porter is likely fo get first crack ot Bruce, although Bulldogs’ coach
Tony Micale will have options should he struggle, with o healthy and in-
form Peter Mann another possibility.

The Football Budget, 17th July 1999
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| thought we played well in the

second semi-final, but made too

many mistakes with our ball use and
we worked at improving that aspect

of our game which included viewing
video footage from the second semi.
The players displayed an incredible
motivation to take on South Fremantle
in the Grand Final and after disposing
of Subiaco in the Preliminary Final they
did everything that was asked of them
and came away with one of the big
upsets in Grand Final history, defeating
a Dockers loaded South Fremantle
team.

Did your plans come to fruition on
game day? It seems an early jump
(six goals to three) on the Bulldogs
was key to that win. What are your
memories of that game?

As indicated above everything came
together extremely well. If Brendan
Fewster could have kicked straight we
would have won by even more.

The 1999 grand final was to be your
last as senior coach at West Perth.
Had you decided prior to the grand
final that you would be finishing up?
No, the only reason | left was to take
up a position as an assistant coach at
Fremantle.

What are your best memories of your
five years at Joondalup?

The two premierships were obviously
great with 1999 being a real highlight.
But it wasn't just that. | met a great
number of people who I still consider

You stepped back into senior coaching
at WAFL level in 2004, taking the

helm at South Fremantle until 2011
and in that time won another two
premierships (in 2005 and 2009). What
was behind your decision to coach
again?

When | left Fremantle at the end of
2000 | started a new job at Christ
Church Grammar School and wished
to focus on that for a while. However
at the end of 2001 | helped Darren
Harris secure the coaching job at

West Perth and was appointed as the
Director of Coaching for two years. It
was a great feeling to see Darren win
the Grand Final in 2003. Being involved
with West Perth and Darren gave me
the motivation to coach again and
when the South Fremantle job became
available | applied and was appointed.

What involvement do you have with
the game these days?

These days | am on the Football Affairs
Committee of the West Perth Football
Club and also serve as a sounding
board for the coach Geoff Valentine
and the Football Manager, Steve
Trewhella.

I also have the occasional chat with
Darren Harris and keep an eye on Todd
Curley's efforts at South Fremantle. |
watch my grandsons play on Sunday
morning (once they resume after the
lockdown) and also attend premiership
reunions.

Ha ha!
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From the Vault...Ron Skender in profile

THE LAWNMOWER MAN'--

MONDAY to Friday, Ron Skender is a lawnmower man.

At the weekends, he cuts opponents down to size when he slips into his No.26 guernsey with
West Perth and leads the ruck department.

Glen Quartermain spoke with one of the Falcons' trumps in their quest to reverse last

year's grand final resuit.

RON Skender discovered just how fickle football fate
can be in seven amazing days last September.

The West Perth ruckmon led a stunning revival in the Preliminary Final
as the Folcons ran over the top of a stumbling Subiaco

Just seven days later he experienced the ultimate low when Eost
Fremantle took the flag by 43 points over West Perth.

While Skender topped off a memorable finals campaign with another
sterling display in the Grand Final, it wasn't enough to mask the agony.

"The Preliminary Final was omazing. We just lifted a couple of notches, "
Skender soid.

"It was like the Grand Final the year before when South Fremantle ran
over Eost Fremantle

"The ('98 Grand Final) loss was pretty tough after that.

"In hindsight, winning the Preliminary Final might have been like
winning a grand final for some of the guys.

"We stuck with East Fremantle up till holktime, but they ran oway with
it after that. Now that | look back, the win the week before might have
token o bit out of the guys."

Skender's efforts iroughcuf the September campoaign - his first finals
series - convinced him he could mix it with the best at Westar level and the
results are evident so far this season as he has emerged as one of the early
Sandover Medal candidates. =

He is in strong contention for the Football WA-Qantas Player of the
Year award.

"It's the best start I've had in my eight seasons at WAFL or Westar," he said.

"I's mainly just confidence gained with the years ond the finals last
year - they gove me confidence."

Despite being named in the Falcons' best on Grand Final day, the big
fellow was far from hoppy with his performance.

"l wos a little bit disoppointed in it," Skender said. "Obviously because
we didn't win and our big goal this year is to rectify that, {)uv | was
disoppointed in some areas where | could have given the team g little bit
more.

Skender's impressive start to '99 is even more so given he had a calf
injury throughout most of the pre-season.

He is enjoying his most consistent form under John Dimmer, who is his

third league coach
behind ~ Groeme
Melrose and John
Todd.

"JD hos shown i
me some new woys G
about my gome,”
Skender said.

"He lets me know what | am
doing right and what | om doing
wrong."

The mobile ruckmon was
recruited from Swan Districts after
the '96 season. o

While he played his junior footy
from age 10 ot Bassendeon Junior
Football Club and progressed to the
Swans' colts, he was a Falcons'
follower as a kid.

"My fother was a West Perth
supporter and | grew up barracking for them," he said.

"l used to foﬁow Craig Nelson, Les Fong and Peter Menaglio."

A member of the WA Under 18s side in 91, he had been considered
AFL potential, but the nibbles never came.

"That's been very disappointing. Just not getting the opporutnity. The
AFL oll comes down o just getting the opportunity,” Skender soid.

He has no regrets about leaving Bassendean Oval.

"| appreciated my time at Swans. They gave me my first chance ot
league level and I've still got some good friends who played with Swans,
although there's not many left because they get turned over pretty quickly
these gays,“ he said.

"It was purely for the challenge. | got a little bit stale ot Swans.

"l wasn't going anywhere ang .. | really wanted to play finals football
ond the squad they had ot West Perth gave me ¢ big chance of playing
finals football." -

ast season.

Continued from Page 7
Skender had to wait 12 months as the Falcons didn't
' I:)crficipofe in September '97, but he got his big chance

The Falcons wasted their first chance at revenge when
they were outclassed by the Sharks in round 4 by 33
points ot The Arena, Joondalup.
Their next confrontation, in round 14 ot East
Fremantle Oval, couldn't come quickly enough.
"They've just got the wood over us at the
moment," Skender said.
"We haven't beaten them since the pre-
 season Grand Final last yeor.

Ron Skender played 101 games for
the Club between 1997 and 2003.
In 1999, he finished third in the
Sandover Medal, just two votes
behind winner Gus Seebeck. In this
1999 profile, Ron talks about his
early days in League football and
the team’s prospects for 1999.

"They beat us twice last year in the
qualifying rounds, then in the second-semi and
the granny. They%eor us in the pre-season by o point
and then at joondalup.
"We'ra going fo have fo work-at nulifying their
running players. The win against them has to come."
Skender said the Falcons had held their status from
last season, o good effort given the calibre of players
who deparfed the club post September=-Brendan Barrows,
® Dean Brunton, Darren O'Brien, Heoth-Younie; Andrew
Williams, Callum Chombers; Simon Duckworth,: Mark
Pearson, Justin longmuir, Spiro Mallis and Wade Spilcker.
"We've lost some quality players, but others are starfing fo stand
up like Adem Curley and Brett Cousins. They have filled a couple of
holes left by blokes like 'Bunny' (Barrows). Jeff Bruce has helped in that area too," he soid.
The arrival of James Ferguson and Darren Payne (Claremont} and Glenn Wallace
(South Barwon, Geelong] and the return of Phil Smith from Hawthorn has also helped.
Skender, who has just turned 25, has lofty aims for the remainder of the season.
"We'd like to finish in the top two," he said. "That's going fo be tough because of the
quality of the teams up there, but that's where we'd like to finish.
"If we can finish in the top two we can aim for a Grand Final berth and look at
avenging last year."
For the moment, he is hoppy trimming lawns and cutting opponents down to size.

friends as well as seeing players from
my time go on to become coaches in
their own right.

Christian Kelly

Log book servicing
Brake repairs
Suspension repairs
Mechanical repairs
Fault diagnosis
Free quotes
Vehicle inspections
Mobile Mechanic

“‘Iujl'ln,
S

Call Mark Hamilton

0400 257 504

MRB 7597

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICING & REPAIRS

The Football Budget,
12th June 1999
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Heading West ...Luke Rayner remembers

Luke Rayner played 43 games for West Perth in seasons 1998 and 1999. Initially drafted by Carlton at pick 61 in the
1992 national draft, Luke returned to Victoria in 2000 where he coached Myrtleford in the Ovens

and Murray League for three seasons. Since then, Luke has become a widely respected and highly sought after
senior coach in community football in Victoria. HeartBeat asked Luke to recall his time at West Perth.

I was recruited to the Falcons in 1998
by then Football Manager Cameron
Knapton from my local club Grovedale
in the Geelong Football League. | had
strong approaches from both West
Perth and East Perth at the time and
am | glad | went the way of the Falcons.

Having been listed with both Carlton
and North Melbourne and then
spending two seasons with my local
club | was extremely motivated to get
back to a high standard of football and
with my brother living in the West, my
then girlfriend Andrea and | decided to
pack the bags and head over.

| must say in my time in football the
two years spent with the West Perth
Football Club, working at Joondalup
Country Club and forming many
lifelong friendships would without
doubt be my most enjoyable time in
the game.

Over the two seasons | played we
were able to enjoy many victories
and be fortunate enough to play in
grand finals both seasons. Our group
in general was quite young with just
a sprinkling of the older boys to help
shape the group into what became a
very driven and hungry team.

John Dimmer on reflection is without
doubt the best coach | played under.
JD had this knack of being able to get
each and every individual to play their
part, their role and fulfil the needs of
the team. He was relaxed and calming,
but extremely smart and he was able
to get the best out of the group. This
was clearly demonstrated by the
results of the team which in many
ways lacked the big name stars of
other clubs but who were able to gel to
produce winning outcomes.

Luke Rayner

The group itself over this two year
period became a very tight knit team
that played hard. By that | mean we
worked very hard on the training track,
worked really hard for each other in
games and also played fairly hard off
the field which in my view is where a
lot of the love and care for each other
was generated and allowed us to
achieve the ultimate success.

Both years saw us go into the grand
finals as underdogs. In 1998 East
Fremantle were a great team, clear
favourites and deservedly went on

to comfortably win the premiership.
Personally | had a solid game and |
remember us playing the contest, the
game right out to the very end and in
many of the wake discussions after
that grand final loss, we as a team
talked about getting back on that stage
and having another shot at the title.

Kim Rigoll was an amazing leader of
our group in 1999. Given we were

relatively young there was a level of
confidence and arrogance about our
group and Kim never shied away from
pulling us into line if were getting away
from what the team needed. In 1999,
South Fremantle were littered with
Dockers players whilst we had three
AFL listed players. The rest of us were
a group formed from many different
paths and who had formed an amazing
bond. The build up again saw us enter
grand final day as underdogs but a
steely determination, confidence in
our ability and many learnings from
the previous year had us ready for the
challenge.

There is no doubt we were a team,
ready to play for each other and ready
to win at all costs. To the boys' credit
we delivered on this - Critter Kelly's
game for obvious reasons stands

out however | remember all players

at different times having an impact
and executing on inspirational plays.
Personally it was a dirty day really - |
had dislocated my shoulder in the
preliminary final and will be forever
grateful to JD and the selectors for
giving me the opportunity to play and
be a part of the Club’s history. | will
never forget the 25,000-odd people in
the stands, most of whom were on our
side, creating an amazing atmosphere
and experience for us all to remember.

What a great two years these were.
Strong bonds between players were
formed, as were friendships that exist
to this day, and provide memories we
now all share. | look forward to our
reunions every 10 years... they're like
we've never been apart. | love the Club
for my experiences and | love my team
mates for being who they were at the
time and giving me an opportunity to
be part of something truly memorable.
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John Dimmer
(West Perth)

THE West Perth mentor is the
most underrated coach in the
State, having guided the Fal-
cons into three grand finals in
five seasons.

He tasted victory in '95 when the
Falcons beat Subiace, but experienced
defeat lost season af the hands of East
Fremantle.

Dimmer ployed 171 games with
Subiaco [91) uncrEmsI Perth [80) before
embarking on an illustrious cooching ca-
reer.

He made his debuf with the Ma-
reons in 1973 and played in their pre-
miership sidz the same season.

Awinger/halFback, he also played
three Stale games in 1980, "81 and '82.

An employee with the Depariment
of Sport and Recreation, Dimmer began
his coaching career with the WA State
Schoolboys in 1984 and 85

He was an assistant to Gerard
Neesham from 1987 o ‘9?3 when the
Tigers won four flags.

He also coached Claremont to two
reserves premierships in the same pe-
ried.

After coaching West Coast ame-
feurs fo a flag in 1994, his only season
al the helm, Dimmer rep|uced Jeff
Gieschen at The Arena, Joordalup, and
steered the Falcons to o droughtbreck-
ing flag.

They were eliminated in the First
SemiFinal in '94, finished sixth in ‘97
and second last seasan.

He is alse o winner of the Austral-
ian Football Coaches’ Asscciation

Coach of the Year Awerd.

WEST PERTH 1999

Premierships: 1897, 1899, 1901, 1905, 1932, 1934, 1935, 1941, 1942, 1949, 1951, 1960, 1949,
1871, 1975, 1995. Sandover medallists: Harold Boyd 1922, Jim Gosnell 1924, Jim Craig 1927, Ted
Flemming 1930, E. “Checker” O'Keefe 1940, Laurie Bowen 1942, John Loughridge 1946, Fred Buttsworth
1951, Brian “Blue” Foley 1959, Robbie West 1992, Neil Mildenhall 1993.
Games record helder: Mal Whinnen 371 games. Captain: Kim Rigoll.

14. Brendon logon 26, Ron Skender

Born: December 30, 1971, Born: Dacember 17, 1975, Barn: March 26, 1974.
Height: 175¢ms. Height: 179cms. Height: 195cms.
Weight: 77kgs. Weight: 74kgs, Weight: 92kgs.

2. Neil Mildenhall 15. Jeff Bruce 29. Ryan Lasscock
Born: Septamber 8, 1968. Born: November 9, 1973. Bornt February 2, 1977
Height: 178cms. Height: 188cms. Height: 190cms.
Weight: 75kgs. Weight: 87kgs. Weight: 92kgs.

3. Corey Johnson 16. Paul Symmens J2. Digby Morrell
Born: OJEE =R S V7= ~ Born: Ociober 10, 1975.
Height: 178cms. 188cms. Height: 190cms.

Weight: e kgs. Weight: 85kgs. Weight: 95kgs. i
4. Steve Trewhella 17. Glenn Wallace 34. Anthony Alvaro

Born: Mdy 28, 1973. Born: February 23, 1976. Born: May 28, 1976,
Height: 176cms. Hei'ghh 187cms. Height: 178cms.
Weight: %91:95. Weight: 77kgs. Weight: 84kgs.

18. Peter Julien 35. Bill Parker

“Born: March 31, 1976, Born: January 2, 1980,
Height: 179cms. Height: 186cms. &
Weight: 80kgs. - Weight: 90kgs. .

: ||
19. Paul Stockden 36. Glenn Britten
Barn: June 2, 1978 Born: February 28,;397&.
Height: 190cms. Height: 178cms, |

Weight: 94kgs. Weight: 72kgs.

&
37. Paul Mifka

Born: May 16, 1945
Height: 188cms. ©

20. Paul Whitelaw

Born: February 15, 1978.
Height: 202cms;

Weight: 98kgs. ﬂqgﬂ 85kgs. &
9. Bryce Steele 22. Brett Cousins %! 38. Kim Rigoll

at April 1, 1973
“Height: 183cnis’
Weight: 87kgs.

r-4

39. Damien Casson

Bormit November 23, 1978.

Born: March 24, 1973. Born: March 6, 1977.
Heighh 179cms. Height: 185cms.

Weight: 76kgs. Weight: 87kgs.
L N

10. Christian Kelly 23. Brendon Fewster

Born: July 31, 1974. " Born: April 1, 1974.

Height: 180cms. - Heighh 193cms:

Height: 179cms.
Weight: 84kgs. ~SWeight: 98kgs. =" Weight: 76kgs.

o= ﬁ
12. Steven Koops 24. Troy Wilson 45. Robert Hunt

A meticulous planner end man of  Barn: July 24, 1978. Born:anuoryﬁ, 1972. Born: Juna 13, 1980.
carefully spoken words, Dimmer guided  Height: 186cms. Height: 121cms. Height: 177cms.
the Faleons to this year's Grand Final  Weight: 80kgs. Weight: 98kgs. Weight: 80kgs.
viaa 10-goal rout o Subiaco in fhe Pre-
Many good judges balisve Diter 25. Martin Whitelaw 47. Clayton Lasscock
has the ability to coach at AFL[avel, just ~ Borms August 7, 1978 Born: May 22, 1976. Born; April 26, 1979.
like Gieschen, his predecessor of West Henghﬂ 183cms. Het_ghf: 201cms. Height: 185¢cms.
Perth. Weight: 82kgs. Weight: $3kgs. Weight: 82kgs.
46 FOOTBALL & BELT UP, SEATBELTS SAVE LIVES
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1999 GRAND FINAL TEAM LINE-UP

Ruck

Ron Skender, Christian Kelly, Peter Julian

Interchange

Glenn Britten, Ryan Webb, Luke Rayner

GRAND FINAL MATCH SUMMARY

4th Qtr

South Fremantle 3.1

PAGE 68

Goals
West Perth

Christian Kelly (4), Paul Symmons (2),
Brendon Fewster (2), Glenn Britten (2),
Brendon Logan (1), Jeff Bruce (1),

Ron Skender (1), Digby Morrell (1)

South Fremantle

Garth Taylor (3), Michael Clark (2),

Brad Bootsma (1), Daniel Schell (1),
Paul Maher (1), Peter Worsfold (1),
Antoni Grover (1), Zane Parsons (1)

Best players
West Perth

Christian Kelly, Kim Rigoll, Brendon
Fewster, Todd Curley, Clayton
Lasscock, Paul Mifka

South Fremantle

Toby McGrath, Cory McGrath, Peter
Mann, Garth Taylor, John Porter,
Matthew Clucas

Umpires

Brett Rosebury, Mitch Fussell,
Wayne French

Attendance

25,473

Christian

Christian Kelly was awarded the
Simpson Medal
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8 Brendon Fewster contests a
boundary throw-in during
the 1999 Grand Final.

From the Vault...
1999 Grand Final Gallery

Below: Teammates congregate to accept
their premiership medals. From left to
right are Ron Skender, Paul Hasler (slightly
obscured), Luke Rayner, Peter Julian, Glenn
Britten, Brendon Logan, Christian Kelly,
Steven Koops (slightly obscured) Phil Smith
and Ryan Webb (slightly obscured).

Captain Kim Rigoll
in the 1999 grand final
at Subiaco Oval.
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What
the
papers
said ...

TI‘Tt’ Falcons'Shed their
Téathers after yesterday's
25-poihl ¥ictory over
5_’9,”'“ Fremantie in the
Westar fifles grand final
at Subliat® Oval

Match report: Pages 82-82

PAGE 72

" Now it’s Kelly country

Simpson joy
for Falcon

By PUTER SWRENEY

CHEF Christian Kelly
yesterday dished up his
best recipe — and it won
him a Stmpson medal.
Kelly, 25, was best on
ground in West Perth's
25-point win over the

odds-on premiership
favourite, South Fre-
mantle.

ironteally, Kelly was
born in the year these
last two traditional
clubs plaved In a grand
final

This week Kelly will
cook up another storm
— though not as public
as yesterday's midfleld
effort.

Kelly, who has played
in a losing and now
winning grand final
team with West Perth
since crossing from
Swan Districts, is about
to buy Gourmet Profes-
sionals.

“The head chef and I
are set to buy it. We
might get some catering
work out of this” a

. beaming Kelly said.

Kelly, whose favourite
meal is steak, salad and
chips, has a penchant
for making desserts.

Yesterday he pro-
duced a real sweet dish
for Falcon followers.

Kelly was part of West
Perth's midfeld, which
Bulldogs coach Tony
Micale said beat his side

“They gave their for-
wards so many oppor-
tunities,” Micale sald.

Kissing his Simpson
Medal — which swung
from his neck with a
premiership medailion
— the boy from Balla-
Jura sald: “This is Just it.

“T've been told win-
ning the Stmpson medal
is something special
Now I know it is,

“l would love to be
picked up by an AFL
club but I'm getting on.

“We had 21 great
mates out there today
working together.

“And when you do
that you will win.”

“My ex-Swan Districts
teammate David Snow
told me winning a Simp-
son would be the ulti-
mate,” Kelly said.

“Now ] know it's true.”

Kelly said his work-
load, both at training
and at work, was very
heavy leading into the
second semi-final.

But it was much light-
er heading into the
grand final.

DAMNCE: Ron Skender and Christian Kelly celebrate the Falcons’ win.
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From the vault...
Paul Mifka retires

Paul Mifka played the last of his 283
games for West Perth in the 1999
Grand Final. Debuting in Round One
1984, Paul made an immediate impact
on the WAFL competition, winning
several WAFL media awards for best
first year player and finishing behind
only Peter Menaglio and Les Fong in
the Breckler Medal.

One of our Club’s finest servants, Paul
was instrumental in the premiership
wins of 1995 and 1999, and he was
appropriately chaired off after his final
game. Earlier in 1999, Basil Zempilas
writing for the Football Budget spoke
of his memories of Paul Mifka.

. B T —

A TRUE GRASS
ROOTS FALCON

IF you've ever been to a West Perth game,
ou would have heard the famous chant:
"Mifka, Mifka, Mifka!",
Paul Mitka is as much a part of the Falcons as the
famous red and blue.
That's why the club is holding a special tribute evening
in honour of one of ifs favourite sons tonight.
He is certainly the most-famous of Westar's post-
Eagles' era.
like some mythical children's character, Paul seems
ageless.
Since his debut season way back in 1984 under then coach Dennis Cometti, the
famous No.37 guernsey has thrilled almost three generations of Falcons' fans.
I was in first year high school when "Mif" burst onto the scene.
h| remember sitting on the bank at Leederville Oval watching his debut game against
Perth.

Five years later as part of West Perth's Under 195 team, it hit home that | was
actually playing at a league club when | crossed Paul in the car park.

And a season later, even though it sfill hadn't really sunk in, | was proud to be able
fo call him a teammate.

Now | commentate and write about Westar as part of my job and yes, he is sl
running around for West Perth.

. Atthis rate, "Mif" may well play footy with my kids ... and they are not even thought
about yet!

It's o tremendous credit to this remarkable athlete that his body has kept going for
15 seasons, but even more credence must be paid fo his attitude.

Despite playing WAFL footy in its golden era and representing the West Coast
Eagles in their debut season, he never allowed his ego to get in the way of West Perth.
Most others would have given it away, but Paul just kept on going.

Many people have asked me about the secret to his longevity.

The answer is simple - he loves playing football and he loves West Perth.

like Eari Spalding at East Fremantle and Steve Malaxos before him, Paul plays
Westar Rules because he truly enjoys the comaraderie of his teammates, even though
most of them are 10 years his junior.

I hope Paul Mifka continues on long enough to play 300 games and | hope the
legend lives on long after he kicks his last fooy in the blue an red colours.

‘When | think of West Perth, | conjure names like O'Keefe, Schofield, Farmer,
hinnen, Dempsey and Fong. Add to that list the name Mifka - a true champion, and a
frue Faleon,

" WITH BASIL ZEMPIAS

1vig s.Tisva

The Football Budget, 7th August 1999

_ ,l- : )
Paul M/'fka'cha/'red frog'a:.'me ground

after the 1999 prer-r'v/'ership win

&

HEARTBEAT | PART IV OF IV

Issue 8, June 2020

Remember when...
Rob Hunt won the
Prendergast Medal - twice!

The Prendergast Medal was awarded
for the first time in 1947 in recognition
of the best and fairest player in the
WAFL's Reserve grade competition. In
that time, just eight West Perth players
have won the medal.

Rob Hunt was awarded the
Prendergast Medal in 1999 and he
won again in 2000. Rob went on to
play 78 senior games for the Falcons
and was a member of the Club’s 2003
premiership side.

The other West Perth players to have
won the Prendergast Medal are:

Keith London (1951)
Don Cox (1956)
David Price (1958)
Gary Cripps (1973)
David Vogel (1981)
Frank Stockley (2013)
Aiden Lynch (2014)

The Football Budget
2nd October 1999

@Z@%&exgmt
cWedal 1999

CLUB TALLIES:

CLAREMONT: James
McRae 14; Andrew Taylor
14; Ben Edwards 13; Nick
Dunn 11; Mark Pearson 9;
David MclLean 8; Paul Drury
8; Scott Mollard 7; Jamie
Christopher 6; Simon
Duckworth 5; Scott Gibson 5;
Frank Delaney 5; Myles
Harvey 5; Damian Crimmins
5; Joson Oxenham 4,
Michael Pell 4; Ben
Cunningham 4; Brandon Hill
4: Sam Quinn 4; Peter
Duzevich 4; Troy Carlow 4;
Richard Harvey 4; Nick
Stone 3; David McRae 3;
Simon Nimmo 2; Jye Glaskin
1; Scott Smith 1.

EAST FREMANTLE: Glen
Waters 24; Andrew Cutten
18; Mark Winnett 15; Robert Hunt -

Michael Saunders 13; Ryan West Perth with
Phelps 8; Nathan Hebbard ' = 265 v:f’('gs,

8; Karl Pirrottina 8; Aaron
Glass 7; Jeff Johnston 7;
Chris Ryan 5; Kerem
Baskaya 5; Rod Tregenza 5;
Jon Stagg 4; Linc Gibellini 4; Dale Baynes 4; Warren Bank 3; Craig McNaughton 3; Julian
Murphy 2; Dwayne Kretschmer 2; Nathan Cicerello 2; Drew Slater 2; Don Crutienden 1; Breft
Warren 1; Michael Keig 1.

EAST PERTH: Tim Lyster 23; Spiro Mallis 16; Richard Peck 12; Shawn Colbung 11; Jamie
Nani 11; Troy Buicher 9; George May 9; Brendan Thomas 8; Luke Dwyer 8; Nigel Browning
7; Geoff Narkle 5; Peter Hare 5; Chad Duxbury 4; Devan Perry 4; Pefer Quarfermaine 3;
David Swan 3; Damian Katich 3; Troy Hiscock 3; Buddy Petkovic 2; Brad Hardingham 1.

PEEL THUNDER: Daniel Baker 17; Dean Buszan 7; Richard Wilson 6; Broc Agnew 6; Tyson
Dennis 5; Shannon Whitby 5; Chad Baker 4; Tyron Bolion 4; David McPharlin 4; Simon
Teakle 4; Brendan Degois 3; Wesley Miller 3; Vance Davison 3; Wesley Teakle 3; Greg
Atkinson 2; Nigel Eades 2; Bruce Briene 2; Kim Eades 1; Denym Witherow 1.

PERTH: Troy Stubberfield 25; Caine Miller 25; Gary Hill 22; Russell Walton 16; Nathan
Moaurish 13; Chad Broughton 10; William Hansen 10; Keren Ugle 8; Dean Brennan 6; Drew
Cornelius 5; Jason Peake 4; Chad Harding 4; Vince Proud 3; Glen Collins 3; Darren Kirkham
3; Andrew Clifford-Smith 2; Tim Lees 2 ;Jo?m Morison 1; Andrew Jacobs 1; Andrew Hayes 1;
James Jaworski 1; John Stephens 1.

SOUTH FREMANTLE: Stephen Pears 13; Jeremy Deceglie 12; Xavier Teague 10; Roland
Hall 8; Ricky Mott 8; Frank Morellini 8; Nathan Burridge 8; Daniel Sesko 7; Daniel Hargraves
7 Ashley Clancy 6; Travis Gaspar 6; Jon Price 5; Andrew Smith 5; Darryn Rennick 5; Jason
Whitehead 5; Cameron Buss 5; Peter Kelly 4; Ben McNamara 4; Malcolm Bubb 4; Ray
Smithers 4; Brent Henwood 3; Chris Tindale 2; Kinglsey Huicherson 2; Craig Civich 2; Jusfin
Longmuir 1; Cam Allen 1; Sheay Kent 1.

SUBIACO: Dean Haydock 19; Craig Richardson 16; Christian Woodley 13; Simeon Boisis
12; Travis Young 10; Ryan Pitcher 9; Scott Thomson 9; Matt Nettleton 9; Brant Chambers 8;
Clayton Byrne 6; Craig Nunn 5; Gavin Milentis 5; Nathan O'Connor 4; Joel Taylor-Rennie 4;
Daniel Forrest 4; Paul Baker 4; Mark Attard 4; Brad Smith 4; Jarrad Hocking 3; Glen Davies
3; Peter Bird 3; Jarrad Hubble 3; Aaron Bester 3; Ben Dagliesh 2; Todd Bennet 2; Jamie
Merillo 1; Paul Blair 1.

SWAN DISTRICTS: Shane Sadowski 13; David Snow 12; Trent Cooper 11; Darrin Finlayson
9; Wesley Kestel 9; Silvio Lombardi 8; Wayne Wilson 6; Josh Ryder 5; Breft Beecroft 5; Dale
Watkins 5; Adam Hunter 4; Cameron Bennell 4; Jason Morgan 4; Timothy Morton 4; Justin
Parsons 3; Stephen Kelderman 3; Ross Adam 3; Dean McDonald 3; Mait Barnett 3; Peter
Kelly 3; Mark McQueen 3; Chris Viahov 2; Ben Piggott 2; Rodney O'Neil 1.

WEST PERTH: Robert Hunt 28; Paul Whitelow 18; Brett King 16; Digby Morrell 15; Paul
Stockden 14; Marty Whitelaw 12; Paul Mifka 11; Aaron Hewitt 9; Glenn Wallace 9; Ryan
Lasscock 8; Damien Casson 8; John Martino 8; Bryce Steele 7; Clayton Lasscock 7; John
Langlands 6; Mark Smith 6; Daniel Bales 5; Bill Parker 5; Peter Julian 4; Neil Mildenhall 4;

Justin Connell 3; Glen Brixton 3; Tom Parker 1; Darren Payne 1, Lliam Casson 1.
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WEST PERTH FOOTBALL CLUB |
1999 WESTAR RULES LEAGUE PREMIERS

gt

BACK ROW:  Angelo Del Borrello (Runner), Phil Crannage (Coaches Assisthﬁt}, Ryan Webb, Brett Cousins, Ron Skender,
Troy Wilson, Phil Smith, Clayton Lasscock, Paul Hasler (Asst. Coach), Gavin Bell (Runner),
Lloyd Page (Chairman of Selectors).

CENTRE ROW: Jeff Bruce, James Ferguson, Steve Trewhella ( Vice Captain), John Dimmer ( Coach), Kim Rigoll (Captain),
Paul Mifka, Digby Morrell.

FRONT ROW: Luke Rayner, Adam Curley, Glenn Britten, Brendon Logan, Peter Julian (D. Vice Captain), Christian Kelly.

INSET: Brendon Fewster, Paul Symmons, Steven Koops.
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Acknowledgements

A special thanks to the following contributors
to this edition of HeartBeat [Part IV]:

Jim DiCarlo
John Dimmer

Steve Trewhella

Print quality and previous
editions of HeartBeat

Print quality files of this emailed
version of HeartBeat can be found on
the Club’s website:

westperthfc.com.au/the-club/past-
players-officials-association

You'll also find back copies of all
previous HeartBeat editions here too.

Signing off

In the absence of live footy, we hope
you have enjoyed reflecting on our
Club's premiership wins from the
1960s and 1990s.

As this COVID-19 disrupted WAFL
season is scheduled to commence on
Saturday, 1st August, we'll be packing
away our footy archives for a short
while to focus on the future of our
great Club.

Darren Harris
Luke Rayner
Bill Spittles

Our next edition of HeartBeat will be
sent out later in 2020.

This period of COVID-19 has done
nothing to dim the enthusiasm and
motivation of our playing and coaching
group, who have continued to work
hard though this period of uncertainty.
Your support - vocal or financial - is
welcomed and we look forward to
seeing you at our games.

The HeartBeat team.

Upcoming Events

Round 12020 WAFL Season
Saturday 1st August, 2020

Dominish Medal and Awards Dinner
Friday 2nd October, 2020

Breckler Medal and Awards Dinner
Saturday 3rd October, 2020

Please refer to the club’s website for
updates os dates are subject to change.
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