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DISTRICT STAFF

Community Development Manager 
Andrew Ridley
 
Clubs & Competitions Team Leader
Matt Neves
 
Development Officer
Andrew O’Brien
 
Competition Officer
Kathy Monck

General Manager
Football Operations

Steve Trewhella

Football Coordinator
Anthony Donetta

 

 
Talent Development 

Manager
Casey Haw

General Manager 
Commercial Operations 

Sam Pantelis
from  April 2019

Interim Chief Executive
Officer

Jimmy Caffieri
from April 2019

 
 

Finance Officer
Lis Fullbrook

from  January 2019

Coach Coordinator
Wesley Moran
 
Footy Fundamentals Administrator
James Sheehan-Nel
 
Distict Administrator
Michael O’Brien

Administration Officer
Tracy Venner

 
 
 
 

Chief Executive Officer
Linda Hamersley 

to April 2019

General Manager 
Commercial Operations 

Roy Depczynski
 to March 2019

 
 

Facility and Functions 
Coordinator

Amy Brett
to May 2019

 
Performance Annylist

Cohen Stickland



Add advertisement

COLTS HEAD COACH  -  RYAN LASSCOCK
COLTS ASSISTANT COACH MID -  THOMAS MOSCARDA
COLTS ASSISTANT COACH BACK  - ADAM RADICI
COLTS ASSISTANT COACH FWD -  ROB WASS
COLTS BENCH COACH  -PAUL COX
COLTS DEVELOPMENT  - JAY CARROLL
COLTS DEVELOPMENT  COACH -  DEAN SMITH
COLTS TEAM MANAGER -  CHRIS ERIKSON
COLTS S&C HEAD -  BRYCE WILLIAMSON
COLTS S&C ASSISTANT  - REYNTON LAIRD
COLTS SKILLS COACH -  BRUCE BENNETT
COLTS LEADERSHIP  - CRAIG THOMAS
COLTS RUNNER -  CRAIG WILSON
COLTS RUNNER  - JASON TODD
WELFARE OFFICER  - BEN HORGAN
COLTS TALLS / RUCK COACH  - CHRIS KEUNEN
FUTURES HEAD COACH   - ASH McKEOWN
FUTURES ASSISTANT COACH -  STEVE HAZELL
FUTURES ASSISTANT COACH - DANIEL ROWE
FUTURES ASSISTANT COACH  - PAUL DOWNER
FUTURES ASSISTANT COACH -  CRAIG WILSON
FUTURES DEVELOPMENT COACH -  MATT DAVIS
FUTURES DEVELOPMENT COACH  - DAMIEN VERAZZI
FUTURES S&C HEAD COACH -  NHAT VU
FUTURES S&C ASSISTANT -  STEWART CHESTER
FUTURES SKILLS COACH -  BRUCE BENNETT
YILGARN FALCONS HEAD COACH - TOM O'BRIEN
YILGARN ASSISTANT COACH - SAM DAWSON
YILGARN TEAM MANAGER - PAUL REID
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD 15s HEAD COACH - STEVE HAZELL
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD 14s A HEAD COACH - CRAIG WILSON
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD 14s B HEAD COACH - BEN HORGAN
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD ASSISTANT COACH - SCOTT KOUNIS
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD ASSISTANT COACH - KRIS SHANNON
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD ASSISTANT COACH - JAXON PRIOR
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD ASSISTANT COACH - DAMIAN VERAZZI
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD ASSISTANT COACH - PAUL DOWNER
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD ASSISTANT COACH - MICK ROBIS
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD ASSISTANT COACH - TODD SHERWOOD
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD ASSISTANT COACH -  SEAN COOPER
SKILLS COACH - BRUCE BENNETT
S & C - ATHLETIC INSTITUTE
TEAM MANAGER - COHEN STICKLAND
 
 
 
PHYSIOTHERAPIST - NATHAN STEPHENS
PHYSIO INTERN - DANELLE SANGER
HEAD TRAINER - ALEX STYAN
HEAD TRAINER - JESS FORDHAM
FUTURES TRAINER - LACHLAN SINCLAIR
SENIOR TRAINER - TIANA RAPHAEL
SENIOR TRAINER - BRANDON LANSDOWN-GOODMAN
TRAINER - ZOE COURTNEY
TRAINER  - CASSIE BURKE
TRAINER - ELISE PHILLIPS
TRAINER - MONICA BUCKLEY
TRAINER - CHENAE BROOKE
TRAINER - MIKEY EDWARDS
WATER RUNNER - ANDREW COLLETT
PROPERTY - RAY GARCIA
TIME KEEPER - MIKE WRIGHT/KALEB ERIKSON
 
COMMUNITY TALENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
JAMES BAILEY                  CHRIS AVERY                 BEN HORGAN
KIM BEVAN                        JOHN BLACKBURN      TODD SHERWOOD
PETER TEMPLETON       STEVE HAZELL             CHRIS ERIKSON
PHIL JOHNSON                CRAIG WILSON             SHANE ALFORD
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COACHING STAFF
SENIOR CLUB COACH  -  GEOFF VALENTINE
ASSISTANT COACH -   JASON SALECIC
ASSISTANT COACH  - MATT GAUDAGNIN  
RUCK COACH -  RON SKENDER
BENCH COACH  - DYLAN EIFFLER
TEAM MANAGER  - VIC CARBONE
LEAGUE RUNNER  - RYAN FONG
TIME KEEPER -  TRENT CHISHOLM 
PROPERTY MANAGER -  RAY GARCIA
CLUB CHAPLAIN -  DAN SHADBOLT  
 
RESERVES  COACH -  BLAKE ARNOLD
ASSISTANT COACH  - TODD MARTIN
ASSISTANT COACH -  PHIL JOHNSON
BENCH COACH -  GAVIN LAMBERT
TEAM MANAGER -  DAVID PROUT
RESERVES RUNNER -  MATT DOBSON
MATCH DAY STATISTICIAN  - LUIGI DA'DAMO
TIME KEEPER  -  ALAN

SUPPORT STAFF 
 
  
 
S&C COACH - COREY GREEN
S&C INTERN  - ANDREW LOCKWOOD
CLUB DOCTOR - DR GREG SMITH
CLUB DOCTOR - DR RHYS DANIEL
PHYSIOTHERAPIST  - AARON THOMAS
HEAD TRAINER -  MADDIE SIMON
SPORTS TRAINER  -  MADELEINE PARRY
SPORTS TRAINER  -  EMMA GOULDING
SPORTS TRAINER  -  TOM MURPHEY
SPORTS TRAINER  -  GAVIN DONALDSON
SPORTS TRAINER  -  DAN KERMODE
SPORTS TRAINER (INTERN)  - ALYSSA KRAFT
WATER CARRIER  - BRETT DYKE
WATER CARRIER -  BART DE VITA
WATER CARRIER  - ANDREW COLLETT
PROPERTY - RAY GARCIA
 
 
 
 

  
WEST PERTH WOMENS AFL  -  TRACY GALLAGHER      
FOOTBALL OPS MANAGER  -  REBECCA BOLADERAS    
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SENIOR  - TRISH MEDWIN              
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT JUNIOR -  DAVE BURTON            
SPONSORSHIP AND MARKETING -  CARLY WILCOX             
PLAYER WELFARE -  MICHELLE SMITH         
RISK MANAGEMENT  - BETHAN BECK                 
ADMINISTRATION  -  JENNIFER BENNETT
FINANCES  - LORRAINE HUSTEN            
FUNCTION AND EVENT COORDINATOR  - NICKI DAY

WOMENS FOOTBALL  STAFF 

TALENT SUPPORT STAFF 

DEVELOPMENT COACHES

     
SCOREBOARD ATTENDANT  - LANCE CATCHPOLE
GROUND ANNOUNCER -  TAYLA DIVITINI
PHOTOGRAPHER -  DAN WHITE
PHOTOGRAPHER -  BELINDA TAYLOR
PHOTOGRAPHER  - GRAEME BOYD
PHOTOGRAPHER - BRIAN CONDUIT
MATCH DAY REPORTER -  DARRELL KENT
MERCHANDISE ASSISTANT  - LUCY HRISTIANOPOULOS
VIP PARKING ASSISTANT -  LOUIS ZAMPOGNA
SOCIAL MEDIA -  CAMERON BRANCH

MATCH DAY STAFF 
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Season 2019 is over, and our great football club, the oldest WAFL club in WA was able to maintain a
strong presence and make a real impact in all grades of the WAFL competition and the Women's
competitions.
 

Our Reserves team won a fantastic grand final (the first since 2014) and congratulations goes to Blake
Arnold and all our Reserves playing and support group. Our league team under the leadership of first year
coach Geoff Valentine did extremely well. Achieving finals, our boys were not disgraced and the
memorable final at Joondalup against the WCE WAFL side was a game not to be forgotten, going down
to the wire in what was to be veteran and club life member Andrew Strijk’s final game.
 

Our Colts also did well and with the Futures Squads with great leadership from Ryan Lasscock and Casey
Haw, our club has a very bright future. Young Koopah Todd won the Jack Clark Medal for the F&B in
the Colts competition and two young guns (Jaxon Prior and Ben Johnson were drafted).
 

The Women’s  reserves team saw a few changes in 2019 with new coaching staff and game plan from

Rebecca Boladeras and Edward Beck. They were unfortunate to miss out on finals; however, the season

saw three players drafted into AFLW,  including past Captain and F&B winner Ashton Hill (WCE) Ann

McMahon (FFC) and Biancca Webb (FFC).

 
Our female Rogers Cup Team (Colts) had a great season finishing it off with some strong wins though no
finals.Amy Franklin won the Rookie of the Year Award for the WAWFL competition and Emily Bennett
and Biannca Webb  played in the WA U18's State Team in both QLD and WA.
 

The club has in our senior coach Geoff Valentine, an outstanding and respected senior coach and leader.

At the close of the season the board agreed to extend his contract as a sign of faith in him and his

direction for the club. Along with Football Manager Steve Trewhella and the football department staff we

have the core for a group of people that will forge success for the Falcons into the coming years.

 

The efforts by the board this season have been herculean. Halfway through the year we also managed the

resignation of our then CEO Linda Hammersley, who we thank for her efforts managing thought the

voluntary administration phase. Director Jimmy Caffieri stepped up to the plate and took on the interim

CEO role pro bono. For this the board was very grateful. Along with assistance from finance director

Sam Modica we have aimed for a balanced budget. However as reported we will make a loss in 2019,

though this was not unexpected.
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During the year the board formed a Football Committee under the chair of director Peter Cutler. Peter’s

connections to the past players from many eras and his work in oversight of the football affairs has been

outstanding. We thank Peter and other co-opted committee members John Dimmer, Daniel Shadbolt,

Geoff Valentine, Steve Trewhella, and Casey Haw.
 

The board divided its responsibilities with Paul Murray passionately taking on communications (and

matchday MC) with great work provided by former player Cameron Branch in social media. Two

business forums with the Hillarys and Joondalup business coteries were held with speakers Basil

Zempilas and Dennis Cometti.  Brett Raponi took on the Corporate Classic and membership areas and

directed a concerted membership drive, kindly assisted by the Cardies Coffee Club. Ross Kelly ably

fulfilled many liaison roles with the WAFC as well as sitting on the finance committee (thanks also goes to

independent members Mark and Andrew Anderton).  During the season Phil O’Donnell president of

Whitfords Junior FC was co-opted to the board and he has made a strong contribution already.
 

As it is well known in 2017 and 2018 the Club went through its most difficult period financially resulting

in the Voluntary Administration issue, due to decrease in major sponsorship's and poor financial

management. The Board reiterates that it is a three to four-year journey to get the club back on its feet

financially. 2019 was the first year.
 

There were many off-field highlights through 2019. The Falcons Gala Dinner at the Italian Club hosted

by Dennis Cometti where we celebrated the 70th, 50th and 20th anniversaries of the 1949, 1969 and 1999

Premierships was a brilliant night of nostalgia and fun. Premiership medallions were retrospectively

presented and many great stories were told. 

 

Our club took the challenge 25 years ago to move from its home at Leederville and grow the game in the

northern suburbs. It has not been easy. The club still believes in the vision to be the powerhouse of

growing AFL through community involvement and engagement in Joondalup and its surrounds.  

We have over 5,000 children and youth playing in our junior competitions and we have a huge

population and commercial base to work with. In addition, we have been working hard to improve the

situation with our landlord VenuesWest and though the relationship is much improved there is still much

to be done on both sides to have a win-win situation.

 

I do wish to thank our very hard-working staff  including Tracy Venner, Lis Fullbrook, Steve Trewhella,

Casey Haw, Anthony Donetta, Sam Pantellis and Paola Zito. They have all made huge contributions. 

I trust you will continue to support us as our Great Club moves positively into the future.

WEST PERTH

FOOTBALL CLUB
YEARBOOK 2019

www.westperthfc.com.au page 8 



 
The New Year brought with it some challenges as we recovered from the Administration period. We

needed to regain faith with our Members and Sponsors as we moved towards the start of the new season. 

 

In April Linda Hamersley resigned as CEO but continued to assist the club in a compliance role for the

next 4 months which was greatly appreciated. Linda hasn't been lost to football as she accepted a job with

the Western Australian Football Commission and we wish her all the best in her new role.

 

During May we started to think about how we could better use the terrace area to encourage members

and guests to be involved at ground level by providing food and drinks while enjoying the football up and

close. With the help of members from our WPWFC Trish and Tracy, Past Players Association members,

Phil & Claire O’Donnell from Whitfords JFC  and other volunteers we were encouraged by the support

we received. The sausage sizzle and hamburgers were a A huge success, thank you to those who worked

tirelessly at every home game to make this a success.

 

We had a very busy August as we celebrated the Anniversary of our 1949, 1969 and 1999 Premiership

Teams. A special night was planned at the Italian Club with players from the teams and their families

coming together to honour them. Medals were awarded to the 1949 and 1969 players or family

representatives. 

 

Dennis Cometti was our MC and we heard some great stories and interviews from our past players. We

would like to thank Dennis Cometti, the Italian Club, QLS Caffi, Cardinal Lawyers and Keverk for

sponsoring the evening and Maree Saracini and Murray McHenry for supplying the wine for the event.

We look forward to celebrating future Premiership Anniversaries. 

 

We successfully held a Major raffle, with first prize kindly donated by George Michalczyk’s Motive Travel

of a trip for 2 to Melbourne.
 

What a way to end last season……. all 3 men's teams making it through to the finals!

The ultimate prize going to the Reserves who convincingly punished Claremont in the 2020 Grand

Final.  It was wonderful to see the camaraderie with the senior players supporting the Reserves team at

Optus Oval. The celebration continued after the match back at our club rooms.  It was a fantastic way to

celebrate not only the Premiership win but the end of a successful on field performance for all our teams.

It was a wonderful afternoon spent with family, friends and supporters. The feeling of unity in the room

was great to see. We are family!

 
 
 

CEO'S

REPORT

Jim Caffieri
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Congratulation to all the boys who played and those who supported them during the 2019 season.

 

I would like to thank our Heritage Committee for helping to make the Club Rooms feel more like our

home. They have been hard at work hanging and displaying our memorabilia that has been in storage

since moving from Leederville, so all our members can appreciate our club’s rich history.

 

We held the Dominish and Breckler and Women’s Fairest and Best Awards and Dinners at the Function

Centre. A great time was had by all those who attended. I would like to congratulate our Breckler Medalist

Tyler Keitel, Ennis Medalist Alec Johnson, Dominish Medalist Kooper Todd, Roger's Cup Fairest & Best

Teal Bennett and Senior Squad Fairest & Best Katherine Bennett.

 

With the 2020 season fast approaching we look forward to the new plans we have for the Terrace Bar

area. With the help of Venues West the installation of a permanent BBQ and bar area and eventually a

roof will give us flexibility to use the area in all types of weather.

 

I would like to thank all our members, supporters and sponsors for their help and support of the club

over the past season.  We will continue working on building a strong culture with our District Clubs and

bringing a sense of Community back to the West Perth Football Club. We look forward to seeing you all

back for Season 2020.

 

Jimmy Caffieri

Interim CEO

 

WEST PERTH

FOOTBALL CLUB
YEARBOOK 2019

www.westperthfc.com.au page 10 



WEST PERTH

FOOTBALL CLUB
YEARBOOK 2019

page 11 www.westperthfc.com.au

MAJOR SPONSORS



MILLENNIUM

FALCONS
 Season 2019

 

 

  Daniel Avery

  Brett Cousins

  Dennis Eastcott

  Russell Ellen

  Diana Homsany

  Alexander Homsany

  Laura Homsany

  Simon Homsany

  Richard Homsany

  Robert Jackson
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PLATINUM

FALCONS
Season 2019

 

  

  Jacqueline Alexandre

  Andrew Anderton

  Christine Bezic

  Mark Chadwick

  Barry Davis

  Fred Fiedler

  Hetty Forte

  Peter Godfrey

  John Kalajzic

  Darrell Kent

  Brian Letts

  Gregory Maszniew

  Peta Myers

  Ernie Myers

  Judy O'Donnell

  Derek Scott

  Paul Ukich

  Mario Zulberti

The West Perth Football club appreciates the committed

support of our loyal, passionate and faithful

members. Membership was strong again in season 2019 and

we are fortunate to be surrounded by such fantastic

supporters.
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  Lisnasilea                            Michael Hardy                                Sunshore Holdings
  
 

CORPORATE

CLASSIC
The West Perth Football club wishes to acknowledge all 

2019 Corporate Classic entrants and thank them for their continued

support.
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Season 2019 has seen significant change at the West Perth Football Club as well as the WAFL.
The competition was expanded to include a tenth team with West Coast Eagles granted a
license to join the WAFL, thus ending their alignment with East Perth FC.  
 
Several quality players from our 2018 squad either retired or decided to continue their
football careers elsewhere. Jay Van Berlo, Chris Keunen, Matt Guadagnin, Steve Potente and
Max Alexandre all  retired. Kody Manning transferred to East Fremantle and Luke Meadows
decided to continue his football career in Victoria in his pursuit to find his way onto an AFL
list.  All up over 950 league games of experience and significant leadership had departed the
senior list .
 
We welcomed in a new Senior Coach in Geoff Valentine who returned to the club he played
for in the mid-nineties,  including the 1995 Premiership. A key element of the success of the
Men’s Football Program in 2019 that resulted in our League, Reserves and Colts making finals
has been the determination, dedication and unwavering diligence of Geoff who has been ably
assisted by Jason Salecic (Assistant Coach),  Matt Guadagnin (Assistant Coach),  Ron Skender
(Specialist Ruck Coach),  Dylan Eiffler (Bench Coach),  Corey Green (S&C Coach) as well as
Blake Arnold (Head of Development),  Phil Johnson (Development Coach) and Todd Steward
(Development Coach).  
 
Recruiting rucks and key position players to our club was a critical focus in preparation for
the 2019 season and the club was pleased to be able to able to welcome Ben Delaporte from
Wembley FC, Troy Yukich from Swan Districts FC, Noah Pegoraro from Kingsley FC and Sam
Rotham returned after spending a season at Goomalling FC. Tom O’Donnell and Tom Medhat
graduated to the Senior list from our Colts program further bolstering our key position
stocks.   It  was pleasing that all  these young men played league football during the 2019
season. 
 
The club was also pleased to secure the signature of 2013 Premiership player Laine Rasmussen
who returned after a two-year break from the WAFL. Laine’s brand of football and his
leadership proved to be significant as the season progressed. It was fitting that Laine was
awarded the Wayne Dayman Medal as this season’s most courageous player. 

MEN'S

FOOTBALL

Steve Trewhella 
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Throughout season 2019, West Perth fielded a relatively young and inexperienced team
and managed to maintain a competitive edge. The league side finished the season in fifth
place on the ladder with nine wins and nine losses.  Several of our losses were by narrow
margins including the 3-point Round 1 loss to Peel,  The 16-point Round 3 loss to South
Fremantle, the 10-point Round 8 loss to East Perth and the 4-point Round 20 loss to South
Fremantle.   
 
The last third of the season presented significant challenges, especially for our defence as
regular league players Dean Munns, Laine Rasmussen, Noah Pegoraro, Ben King, Zac
Guadagnin and Bailey James all  suffered injury that prevented any continuity during this
stage of the season. This did however provide opportunity for two emerging players for
the future in Jaxon Prior and Ben Johnson to make their league debut’s late in the season.
Both were impressive stepping up from Colts into League football .  Unfortunately, for
Jaxon he suffered a broken hand in just his second league game and although he played
out the game under duress displaying tremendous courage, his season was ultimately
over.   
 
Eight players earned their league debut’s and all  played their role and performed
admirably. Most notably Noah Pegoraro who was recruited from Kingsley FC. Although
Noah finished the season with 6 games due to injury he showed he will  be a player for the
future winning this year’s Rising Star Award. Additionally, second year players including
Connor West,  Zac Guadagnin, Baylee James and Liam Tedesco where all  able to add to
their League games following their 2018 senior debuts.  
 
Amid the disappointment of the League side being dispatched from the finals’  series in the
first week in September against West Coast Eagles by 3 points,  our members should have
great optimism for what the future holds. For anyone who witnessed our Reserves team
winning the 2019 Premiership, this was an insight into our future. The average age of the
team that bought home the Flag was just twenty years.  The spirit and determination the
team displayed over 4 quarters of football against an experienced and quality Claremont
team and the internal belief that was installed into the young group was truly inspiring,
especially when you consider we had been badly beaten by Claremont in the 2nd semi-
final by 77points.
 
To Blake Arnold and his assistants Phil Johnson and Todd Steward, Captain Tom Boyes
and the players that secured the 2019 Reserves Premiership it was a great reward for all
the hard work over the season. Congratulations also to Conal Lynch who was awarded the
Merv McIntosh Medal for the best player on Grand Final day. If ever one player deserves
singling out for recognition it would be Drew Blurton for his selfless act,  withdrawing
himself from the Grand Final team prior to the game commencing due to calf soreness.  It
was a tough call  by Drew who had been instrumental in the finals series in which he had
displayed outstanding form throughout September. It was great to see Drew being
presented with a premiership medal back in the rooms after the game in front of his
teammates. Hopefully we all  get to see Drew fulfill  his goal and playing senior football in
2020 and beyond.
 
I extend my congratulations to Aaron Black and Shane Nelson for their selection in the
2019 WAFL State Team that played against South Australia.  Incredibly it  was the 6th time
that both Aaron and Shane have represented Western Australia with distinction. Aaron for
the second consecutive year was named as State Vice-Captain.
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This season also bought the end of Andrew Strijk’s career when he announced he would be
hanging up his boots.  Andrew has given outstanding service to the Club as well as football
over 14 wonderful seasons. Andrew retires a Premiership Player, a Breckler Medalist,  a three
time Ray Scott Medalist (Club Leading Goal Kicker),  a Bernie Naylor Medalist (as the WAFL
leading goalkicker in 2018),  a seven time State Representative for Western Australia and a
West Coast Eagle, having played 13 senior games in the AFL. Andrew comfortably sits in the
top echelon of champions in the history of the Club, having represented West Perth on 245
occasions. I wish Andrew and his wife Nicole and their family all  the very best for their
future together. 
 
Congratulations to all  the Award winners this year but it  is worth singling out the outstanding
individual seasons by Tyler Keitel (Breckler Medal),  Alec Johnson (Ennis Medal) and Koopah
Todd (Dominish Medal).  Tyler strengthens a family bond within the Club’s history following
in the steps of his Uncle, Ron Skender who won a Breckler Medal in 2002. Alec Johnson
backed up his stellar 2018 season when he won the Colts Fairest & Best Award to add the
Reserves Fairest & Best to his football resume. We look forward to seeing Alec continue his
growth into season 2020 and push for league selection. Koopah Todd also had an outstanding
year. He was voted in as the Colts Captain and his stellar season resulted in Koopah also
winning both the Jack Clarke Medal for the WAFL Colts competitions Fairest & Best Player.
Koopah also made his senior debut in the Reserves Grand Final after Drew Blurton was a late
withdrawal and contributed to the fantastic victory finishing his season with a Premiership. 
 
Life Membership is one of the highest honors that can be bestowed on an individual at any
Club and this season Shane Nelson joined the exclusive list when he played his 150th WAFL
game in Round 15. Shane has been an outstanding footballer who has shown tremendous
dedication and excellence in his craft over eight seasons in Senior football .    I  congratulate
Shane on this achievement and we look forward to seeing Shane continue his stellar career in
the seasons to come. 
 
Finally, I  would like to thank Peter Cutler (Director of Football)  for his outstanding support,
leadership and wisdom over the course of the season. Additionally, I  would also acknowledge
Linda Hamersley and Jim Caffieri for their efforts in the CEO role. Our Football Operations
Coordinator Anthony Donetta and our Talent Manager Casey Haw have also delivered
outstanding work and support during 2019 and I sincerely thankyou both for your dedication
and commitment to the Club. 
 
2020 is the beginning of a new decade. I ’m excited for the challenge ahead and I urge
everyone to get on board and support the Club in anyway you can. 
 
Steve Trewhella General Manager – Football Operations
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The West Perth FC has always been about its people – its players, their families,  its

administrators, volunteers and supporters.    It  has had some amazing people as part of its

fabric.    People that have not only shaped the club but have shaped the game and the

wider community.   People like Mel Whinnen, Bill  Dempsey, the late Polly Farmer, Dennis

Cometti,  Jeff Gieschen, John Dimmer.   Great West Perth people.   But right now, the West

Perth FC is being shaped by a young, passionate playing group and it is a privilege to

coach, mentor and support these quality people.   
 

For me, football is less about the technical aspects of the game and more about who you

are; what you represent; how you go about it .  I  posed these questions to the

playing/coaching group pre-season in a couple of facilitated culture/leadership sessions

in the pre-season.   By the end of these session, we had a trademark  - We are the W.P.F.C

                                                                        

W – for West Perth                                                                        

P – for Premierships.                                                                         

F – for Family.                                                                       

C – for Culture. 
 

W is for West Perth.   A club that has its origins from 1885 and has celebrated 19

premierships at League level.  A club that is such a special thing for so many people.   A

club that has continually found a way to rise up and compete for Premierships when

others have bottomed out and languished there. 

 

P for Premierships:   It ’s what we do – we win flags. Sunday 22 September 2019, what a

Grand Final win that was!!  The Claremont reserves team had been beaten just the one

time throughout the season and beaten us by 98 & 77 points in our last 2 clashes. To the

23 lads who delivered the Club that flag and the joy and pride that those in attendance

and those following the scores on-line felt,  we tip our hats and thank you.   It  was a truly

remarkable win. The coaching performances of Blake Arnold, Todd Martin & Phil

Johnson were as good as any you’ll  get,  at any level.    Going into that game, we all  knew

that we were a big chance to cause the upset – your capacity to set up the finals

campaign, to develop the plan, to sell  belief and then to execute on the big stage was

elite.    The input of Jason Salecic, Matt Guadagnin, Prouty & Corey Green should also be

acknowledged and applauded.   

 

Great victories like that are invariably built on the strength of the leaders on the

ground.   We were blessed to have some great leadership from the boys who had played

League football this season, but none stood taller,  none cracked in harder than Tom

Boyes. Tom came of age this finals campaign and has set his 2020 season up

exceptionally well .  

SENIORS 

COACH REPORT

Geoff Valentine 
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F is for Family: It ’s what we are about – it ’s about the West Perth Family; bringing people in.
Giving them the sense of belonging that comes with family.
 
The highlight of the season was that Grand Final afternoon when I gave myself a few minutes
to stand back and gaze around the room. It was full of families sharing a special day with
their sons, their brothers and his mates. There was a genuine feeling of belonging in the
room and I felt so very proud to be a part of it .  But we don’t need a premiership celebration
to host your family and friends.   Invite them into the West Perth family.   Let us put our arms
around them too. 
 
I would like to congratulate those players and their partners that have started their own
family unit this season – to Laine Rasmussen & Laara who welcomed Sully in May; to Blake
Wilhelm and Meghan who welcomed Ruby; to Andrew Strijk and Nicole who welcomed
Isabella; to Drew Blurton and Shania who welcomed Laearni.  
 
I ’d like to thank the families of the coaching staff who sacrifice so much during the footy
season.   To Alanna Arnold, Katie Salecic,  Natalie Trewhella and Karly Guadagnin – your
support and understanding has been greatly appreciated.   And I would certainly like to thank
my own wife, Vinny and daughters Talietha, Rhani & Lemarna for their love and support.  
 
C is for Culture: It ’s how we go about it .    We know that the little things really are the big
things.   We know that this great club has been able to punch above its weight because of the
cultural threads that bind us together. 
 
For me, culture is what you see, feel and hear around the playing group. It ’s the customs and
rituals that are passed on from one playing group to the next.    It ’s what makes this club
great.    We, the players and the coaches, know that we are simply custodians of the
jumper.   We know that our time will  pass in due course and that it  is our responsibility to
ensure that the jumper is in better shape when we hand it on.   We know that it ’s a privilege to
wear the Red and Blue jumper in a WAFL match.   We know and appreciate that for every
team that takes the field, there’s an army of volunteer support staff that work tirelessly to
make that opportunity happen.   
 
If not underpinned by appropriate behaviours, the ‘We Are the W.P.F.C’ trademark can
simply represent words on a wall .    The behaviours that we link to high performance are –
United, Professional,  Relentless.  
 
United: If ever there was an example of the scope for unity to influence performance it was
this Reserves Grand Final.    The 35 senior boys who weren’t playing had a massive influence
on that game without touching the ball .    By turning up in full uniform, by sitting in such a
tight formation, by generating such noise they made a clear statement that they were 100%
there for the boys who were playing.   There is no doubt that it  lifted those boys to a higher
level of performance while at the same, deflated the Claremont boys who were left wondering
where their league boys were.
 
A similar example of what great Unity looks like came with Drew Blurton’s decision to
withdraw from the team about 45minutes before bounce-down. Drew had been one of our
best players during the final series and we were really keen for him to play; but he knew that
his calf injury would stop him from playing his role for the team. Selflessly, he stepped aside
for Koopah Todd to come in for his first game of senior football .
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That Drew and the other emergencies who missed out (Kurt Hindmarsh, Brayden Templeton
and Fraser Foley) wholeheartedly supported Koopah and the team epitomises the Unity within
this playing group. There is great strength and genuine care in the relationships in the group. 
 
Professional:  The professionalism of any Football Department starts at the top. And for us,
that’s with Director of Football ,  Peter Cutler, General Manager of Football Operations, Steve
Trewhella and Football Operations Coordinator, Anthony Donetta.   Your work ethic,
professional standards and wise counsel have been a great example for all  in the Football
Department and I have truly appreciated your support and friendship.     
 
Our medical team headed up by Physiotherapist Aaron Thomas, Dr Greg Smith and Dr Rhys
Daniel and Head Trainer Maddie Simon sets a professional standard that is best practice in the
WAFL.  The work of Corey Green and all  his staff at The Athletic Institute provides our entire
squad with the necessary foundation for elite athletic performance.   There is no more a
passionate or professional approach than the way Corey goes about his work. 
 
To the playing group, your commitment to your craft and this club has been professional &
inspiring.   We recorded some significant achievements things this season but the end of season
reviews have highlighted a clear need and strong desire to improve the consistency of our
training standards – at the end of the day, finishing 5th was an accurate reflection of our
season.   We weren’t good enough for long enough.   We bridge that gap by consistently training
which a sharp focus and a strong competitive purpose.   I ’m looking forward to driving the
standards that will  underpin a deep run in September 2020. 
 
Relentless:  When you start the season at 0-4, all  sorts of elaborate theories emerge as to what
needs to be done to turns things around.   But generally, the key is to stay connected and to
simply approach things in a relentless manner.   One of the great strengths of this playing
group, of this club, is that we are relentless if nothing else.   From that position the league team
was able to secure a home final (albeit with some good fortune) and our relentless spirit was
there to see for everyone who watched that game.  We withstood a physical onslaught from a
bigger, stronger West Coast team, held steadfast as they repeatedly banged the ball inside their
forward 50 and we relentlessly went at the game.  We clawed our way back into the game and
with less than a minute to go we looked like we might even pinch the victory.   It  wasn’t to be,
but our relentless spirit could not be denied. 
 
Finally, I ’d like to thank the Board for the opportunity to coach this great Club and the
players, coaches, office and support staff for their tireless efforts.    I  trust everyone has had a
safe and enjoyable off-season and I look forward to charging into the 2020 season.     
 
Should old acquaintance be forgot, keep your eye on the red and the blue.   
 
Geoff Valentine - Senior Coach
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Transitioning the players to our senior program
Development of skill  and game plan knowledge 
Preparing the players for the requirements & rigors of League football 

I  would firstly like to thank the West Perth Football Club for again giving me the
opportunity to coach this year, my role has been thoroughly enjoyable and this has been
made possible by our fantastic group of players, coaches and support staff.    
 
The most appealing part of the role for me is consistently based around development,
working with our top end talent transitioning from our Colts program, Community and
Country football into our Senior program.  
 
Before I go too much in to the detail  I  want to call  out our development coaches Todd
Stewart and Phil Johnson, they are both hard working and passionate in their involvement
of our program and it would not have worked without their support.  In addition to this
the support from the coaching staff and players allowed the program to run smoothly and
no doubt assisted in fast tracking the development of our young players.  This clearly
translated to a more consistent range of performances throughout the season from the
Reserves Team. 
 
The 3 core objectives of the Development program were; 
1.
2.
3.
 
We want to give these young men the best opportunity to develop both on and off the
field as players and people. A couple of 200 gamers would be nice too.. . .Of the 25 young
players in this group, all  were exposed to Reserves football and Geoff was able to reward 8
players with a senior debut across the course of the season. In addition to this we saw
continued development of last year’s debutants including Connor West,  Liam Tedesco and
Zac Guadagnin. The reserves group were also exposed to 4 finals games, again this will
assist in the development of the group moving forward.
 
The 2nd part of my role was our Reserves coach and what an amazing ride that turned out
to be. This culminated in the unbelievable experience for our young group playing on
Grand Final day at Optus Stadium. This was made even sweeter when we were able to defy
all the odds and beat a heavily talented Claremont side. This turned the tables on 2
previous heavy defeats in the 6 weeks prior including a 77 point smashing in the 2nd Semi
final 2 weeks earlier.  I  have never seen a more focused and hungry group of players who
left it  all  out there and executed the plan to a tee. On Grand Final day our average age was
20.1 years,  this puts the senior squad in a strong position moving forward.

RESERVES 

COACH REPORT
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You only have to look at the experienced senior players that played in our 2014 Reserves
Premiership to know the future is bright.  Blake Wilhelm, Corey Chalmers, Ben King, Trent
Manzone, Brayden Antonio and Kris Shannon all  played on that day. It ’s exciting to see who our
next bunch of players establishing themselves in the League side will  be. In addition to this,  the
strong season culminating in a preliminary final appearance from our 2019 Colts,  clearly outlines
the future talent currently involved in our club. We should all  look forward to the opportunity to
welcome another strong group into the senior program in 2020. Well done to all  involved in Colts
program led by Talent Manager, Casey Haw and Head Coach, Ryan Lasscock. 
 
The senior playing group, led by Aaron Black & Blake Wilhelm. You are such a tight knit group and
to see the interactions around the club shows the genuine care you have for each other. I know the
members and supporters are extremely proud of your efforts as are all  of those involved at the
football club.   To David Prout, Louie Da’damo, Gavin Lambert ,  Ray Garcia ,  Matt Dobson & Daniel
Shadbolt,  your contribution has been extremely valued this year and to see your joy and jubilation
on Grand Final day was amazing. To Corey Green, Aaron Thomas, Maddy Simon and their teams,
both S&C and Medical,  no way would the players be able to compete the way they do without your
efforts,  so thanks very much. Steve Trewhella & Anthony Donetta, again you guys have been super
all year and the support for the reserves and development program is much appreciated.   To our
senior assistants,  Jason Salecic,  Matt Guadagnin, Ron Skender & Dylan Eiffler thanks for the
support and guidance for our Development program.  
 
To Geoff Valentine, such a passionate person who cares so much for his players and staff.  It  was a
rocky start going 0-4 but your commitment never waivered and the foundations are clearly there
for sustained success moving forward. Your on-going support throughout the season has ensured
my continued development as a coach and person. 
 
Finally, to my family, Alanna, Jesse & Mikayla, thanks for your ongoing support in allowing me to
be heavily involved in this great club, It is a huge commitment and I appreciate everything you
sacrifice for me to fulfill  the role. Love you guys. 
 
Just one big final thanks to all  the sponsors, members, volunteers, supporters and those involved
both on and off the field for your support and commitment in 2019. Look forward to seeing you at
the footy in 2020.
 
It ’s a Grand Old Flag 
 
Blake Arnold

The highlight for me on Grand Final day, in addition to the
result obviously was the unity shown by our entire playing
group (all  kitted out in match day attire and ready to roll
from the first bounce).  On a day we needed everything to go
right, their support,  investment and ability to create such a
great atmosphere was amazing. There was probably 2000
people in the stadium but it  sounded like 20,000 and I have
absolutely no doubt, it  carried us across the line. These
blokes just cared so much, there is no other club like it ,
anywhere. What a day.

WEST PERTH

FOOTBALL CLUB
YEARBOOK 2019

www.westperthfc.com.au page 22



 

The West Perth Football Club Colts programme focuses on developing our talented young footballers both on

and off the field. Our programme works to develop on field skills and strategy, the leadership qualities of our

players, resilience through feedback and accountability, and to build a culture of support and care for all

members of our community.

Our 2019 season proved to be a very successful year for the Colts Programme, both on and off the field. However,

this is largely due to the planning and persistence, through hard work by many over the past two years to develop

our standards and maintain consistent behaviors to a point where it translated to on field success.
 

On field

The Colts finished the regular season with nine (9) wins and seven (7) losses, finishing the regular season third

(3rd) on the ladder. Pleasingly, we were competitive in every game, with our biggest losing margin for the season

being 21 points. This result meant the Colts Squad qualified for our first finals series since 2015. This is only our

second qualification since 2002. 

As a squad, the feeling in the rooms after the first Semi-Final win over East Perth was an experience we won’t

forget in a hurry.

Unfortunately, we lost to Claremont, the eventual premiers, in the Preliminary Final. Finals experiences, knowing

and feeling the highs and the lows, will definitely assist with our development, and it was a fabulous opportunity

for our players to experience playing in three finals, and our coaching squad will look to leverage this experience

to assist with our development moving forward.

As a coach, this role definitely has its hard moments. One of the more pleasing aspects of our role is telling a

young man he is going to make his debut for the WPFC. In 2019, we had 19 players play their first game for the

West Perth Football Club at this level.

This year we had five (5) players selected in the WA State 18’s program. Congratulations to Jaxon Prior, Ben

Johnson, Ryan Hudson, Zak Patterson, and Heath Chapman. WA played some great football over the carnival and

were able to win the Championships with a thrilling win over Vic Country in the final game.

Every year the WAFL selects a Colts Team of the year. Well done to Koopah Todd, Ty Hindmarsh, Heath

Chapman, Jaxon Prior and Ben Johnson on their selection in this team. A great reward for their efforts at Colts

level in 2019. 5 players was the most from any side this year.

The relationship between the Colts program and the Senior Program is an important one at any WAFL Club. We

are very lucky at West Perth to have the support of Senior Coach Geoff Valentine, General Manager of Football

Operations Steve Trewhella, Reserves Coach Blake Arnold and all of the Senior playing list.

Additionally, during the season four (4) players from the Colts programme were selected to play senior football.

Ryan Hudson played in the Reserves in Round 15 against East Perth. Jaxon Prior made his League debut in Round

17 against East Fremantle. Unfortunately, a broken hand the following week against Claremont saw his season

come to an untimely end. Ben Johnson debuted in Round 19, he played two games, against the eventual grand

final sides, and demonstrated some real promise. Our Colts Captain, Koopah Todd was selected to play in the
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Reserves Grand Final and played his role well, to help them defeat a powerful Claremont team to win a

Premiership in his first senior game for West Perth. This capped of an amazing week for Koopah, as six days

earlier he was announced as the winner of the Jack Clarke medal as the Fairest and Best player in the WAFC Colts

Competition for 2019.
 

Coaching Staff

At West Perth, we have one of the best coaching staffs in the Colts competition. Adam Radici (Backline), Tom

Moscarda (Midfield) & Rob Wass (Forwards) worked throughout the season and did an amazing job with the

players. They were assisted by Development Coaches Dean Smith, Jay Carroll and Paul Cox. This season Bruce

Bennett returned as our Skills Coach, and I can’t thank him enough for his efforts over the year.

I ask a lot from our coaches, they are an incredibly collaborative team, and they worked hard week in week out to

have our players ready to play a good quality of football. 
 

Support Staff

At West Perth, we are very lucky to have quality people in all areas of our programme. Bryce Williamson runs

our Strength & Conditioning program. His tireless work to implement a quality program that is individualised to

each player, is the best in the business. Bryce had some great support from Renton Laird, Nhat Vu and everyone

at The Athletic Institute. Nathan Stephens, Alex Styan and Jess Fordham have worked to create

an amazing Medical team. We are very lucky to have a physiotherapist, sports trainers and other support staff at

every training session and game. Their care for our players and the program is evident for everyone to see and

very much appreciated. Chris Erikson returned as our Team Manager and kept me on time and out of trouble

during the breaks. Thanks again Chris. It was great to have former WPFC Colts Coach and current Fremantle

AFLW Assistant Coach Craig Thomas back at the Club. Craig was our runner and assisted with our Leadership

group. Craig was joined by Jason Todd as team of two runners. 
 

Family

A big thank you to all the parents, partners, children, siblings, girlfriends, boyfriends of anyone involved in WPFC

Colts programme. It is a massive commitment by all players, coaches and support staff to be involved in

this program, and without your continued support, we wouldn’t be able to do the things we need to do to produce

good people and good footballers. 

Last but not least, none of this can happen without quality at the top. Casey Haw works tirelessly and brilliantly to

consistently create the best Development Program in the WAFL. His love and commitment to this programme is

clear to see, and it has been a privilege to work with you over the past three years. Finally, I would like to thank

Liz & Harper. Thank you for letting me do this. Your love and support (and advice) is greatly appreciated.

Cheers

Sass
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This year there was a further shift in sharpening the focus on our development squads as we moved from 3 squads
playing 3 games to a heavier focus on the 15s program and keeping the 14s program as a bite-sized entry level
program. The decision still remains a controversial one as the 14s squads were only offered the opportunity to play
some intra-squad matches while the 15s squad played 2x 6 quarter matches vs Perth FC and South Fremantle FC.
 
The 15s program was far more intimate with a focus on preparing the players for the 2020 WAFL Futures (16s)
Carnival. Again we were able to engage with all Junior Community Clubs and Schools to ensure we selected the very
best talent in our zone. There were over 120 players who began in late June and continued through to the October
school holidays. 
 
With over 20 coaching and support staff who were committed to the development and welfare of
the players, each player was better equipped to make improvements to their football through training,
education S&amp;C and other important life skills. It was fantastic to see how far the players came along in just a
short period of time. Some best performing players include:
 
14s
Best Club Person- Noah Vanderviel
Rising Star- Cooper Smith
Encouragement Award- Taj Singh
MVP- Jake Kennedy
15s
Best Club Person- Jake Rundle
Rising Star- Luke Michael
Encouragement Award- Daniel Mann
MVP- Nate Dimanlig
 
Country Development (Yilgarn Falcons)
The Yilgarn Falcons continues to provide opportunities for young men from our country zone to be
exposed to WAFL football and the West Perth Football Club. The program Based out of Merredin was this year
coached by former Falcon Tom O’Brien and assisted by Sam Dawson. The two coaches have a wealth of football
knowledge and are great role models for the region as they both teach at Merredin High School and play for one of
the local teams in Nukarni. They were again supported by Paul Reid, the Wheatbelt Regional Development Manager
who helped administer the program. The program was lucky enough to feature visits from Ryan Lasscock (Colts
Coach), Koopah Todd (Colts Captain), Ash McKeown (Futures Coach), Geoff Valentine (Senior Coach), Mick Ablett
(WAFC Pathways Manager) and Tony Micale (WAFC Talent Coaching Coordinator). Together with all this support
we were able to further reinvigorate the program, having an impact on more young players from the region than
ever before.
 
We were fortunate enough to play 2x triple header matches against Perth metro-based development squads, which
the Yilrgan players performed exceptionally well. The highlight of the program was again our overnight camp at the
fantastic facilities at Joondalup Arena along with an exclusive tour of Optus Stadium.
 
We acknowledge the challenges the players and their families face in terms of time, distance and costs
which is why it was pleasing to see 35 players actively engaged with the program.

DEVELOPMENT

REPORT

Casey Haw

WEST PERTH

FOOTBALL CLUB
YEARBOOK 2019

www.westperthfc.com.au page 25



6 players selected in the WA State 18s squad
4 players selected in the WA State 16s squad
Heath Chapman selected in the National All-Stars (U17s) match on the MCG on AFL Grand Final day
4 players selected in the WA State School Boys (15s) squad
Best performing team at the WAFL Colts Combine testing day (1st Yo-yo, 1st Agility, 2nd 20m Sprint & 2 nd
Vertical Jump)
2 Colts players making their League debut (Jaxon Prior &amp; Ben Johnson)
2 Colts players making their Senior debut (Ryan Hudson &amp; Koopah Todd)
Les Fong (16s) Futures had their most successful season on-field with 6 wins
Colts finished 3rd on the ladder, playing finals for the first time since 2015 and playing in a
preliminary final for the first time since 2002
5 players selected in the Simply Energy WAFL Colts Team of the Year (Heath Chapman-CHB, Ben
Johnson-BP, Jaxon Prior-HB, Koopah Todd-Mid, Tyron Hindmarsh-Int)
Ben Johnson drafted with pick 58 to the West Coast Eagles
Jaxon Prior drafted with pick 59 to the Brisbane Lions
Koopah Todd won the Jack Clarke Medal (WAFL Colts B&F)

Unfortunately, the departure of former Futures Head Coach Luke Tedesco to South Fremantle meant the
net was cast to find his successor. Ash McKeown (Former Colts assistant and Ocean Ridge AFC Head Coach) was
appointed in the top job supported by Craig Wilson, Steve Hazell, Paul Downer, Daniel Rowe, Matt Davis and
Damian Verazzi. The program was revamped in 2019 to align more with the Colts program playing more games
across the season, right up to July. Additionally, Clubs were also given the opportunity to play a select few 17
year-olds should they fit some certain development criteria.
 
Playing 10 games winning 6 and remaining really competitive in the other 4 it was certainly the most
successful 16s programs in recent times. A whopping 9 players were in the mix for State 16s selection with 4
making the final Squad. 10 players were also given the opportunity to train with the Colts at the back end of the
year which will set them up for season 2020.
 
Ash and his team were clearly able to get the most out of their players, they handled the inclusions on
Country/PSA players really well and shielded the group from other issues that can arise from players in
these age groups. Again, this program continues to show the successful closing of the gap between
Community Football and WAFL Colts. The players were exposed to an elite football environment which
allowed for growth and maturity. The players represented the West Perth Football Club in a professional
manner giving us confidence the Club’s playing future is in a good position for years to come.
Some top performers in the Futures program include:
 
State 16s Squad
Lochlan Paton, Isaac DeMarte, Zac Fliener, Sav Marafioti
Best Clubman- Liam Benaquista
Rising Star- Taj Hazell
Runner Up B&F- Aiden Nelson
Best & Fairest- Jack DeMarte
 
Development Squads
We would like to acknowledge Steve Hazell, Craig Wilson and Ben Horgan along with their Assistants and
support staff who did a fantastic job with our 14s and 15s Development Squads. The results both on and off the
field were really pleasing and it was one of the smoothest run development programs in recent times.
 
Colts & Junior Football Highlights
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FALCONS IN

THE COMMUNITY
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CONGRATULATIONS
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Congratulations to the coaching staff and players for the wonderful efforts with all grades reaching the
finals. A special congratulations to the Reserves team who capped the year off with a stunning Grand
Final victory. This year we have been able to assist the Club in a more financial capacity. Jim Cafferi was
able with the assistance of Claire and Phil O’Donnell, to establish a food and drinks bar on the terrace
adjacent to the Grandstand. The Past Players and Officials were asked to help man this facility at each of
our home games. This proved to be a great success and my thanks go to the members who assisted and in
doing so missed much of the action on the field. 
 
We again ran a number of BBQ’s for all grades and at the Presidents function for the sponsors. Thanks
again to Sandy Hasler and Val Higgins for their sandwiches and to Joe and Tony Scarfo for their
wonderful sausages. Once again thank you to the members who assisted throughout the year at the half
time fellowship and with the sale of tickets at the gate raffle. 
 
On the back of his work with our club and for his efforts in promoting the Combined Past Players and
Officials, it was fitting that Roger Higgins was awarded the “Bernie Hughes Award” at the Combines Xmas
Function”. The plaque now bearing his name is in our possession for this year. Members of our group
have once again been active with the “Heritage Committee” and you will notice more of our history on
display around the walls of the clubrooms. 
 
Congratulations to our Past Players and Officials award winners. 
 
Blake Wilhelm (League)
Conal Lynch (Reserves)
Heath Chapman (Colts)
 
On a solemn note this year we acknowledge the passing of a great number of former players who have
represented us on the field and their names together with years of playing and the number of games
played are listed below:
 
Graeme Bernard Comerford 59 games
Mervyn John Davis 22 games
Michael Tony Dragun 2 games
Graham Vivian Farmer 79 games
Arthur Michael Freeman 31 games
Leonard Thomas Harman 201 games
Graham Stanley Heal 62 games
George Leslie Kerr 28 games
Thomas Barry Lawler 9 games
Ronald McGrath 1 game
Robert William Ptolomey 13 games
John Andrew Shaw 17 games
Harold Martin Wood 10 games
 
 
 

PAST PLAYERS & OFFICIALS
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Season 2019 showed the resilience, determination, camaraderie and talent within the player group and coaching staff
with all three grades making the finals. It culminated in an amazing premiership to the Reserves team against a
Claremont side which had taken all before them, losing only one game during the qualifying rounds and beating our lads
by a total of 175 points in the previous two outings. Well done to the players, coaching staff and support staff in all three
grades We look forward to a bright future with this group. 
 
Another life member joins the coaching panel. Three-time Breckler Medallist Dion “Dizzy” Fleay returns after being
posted to Kalgoorlie for seven years in his employment. During that period he coached Mines Rovers FC to four grand
finals and two premierships. He will be a great asset, and joins our other life members in Jason Salecic, Matt Gaudagnin,
Chris Keunen and Ray Bartholomew on the panel. Welcome back “Dizzy”. 
 
A Life Members Appreciation Day was held on 3rd August at the pre-game lunch at Joondalup against East Fremantle.
The club reduced the cost of the lunch for life members and their wives/partners, and this was further reduced by way of
a subsidy from the Life Members Association. The turn-out from life members was disappointing, considering we have a
list of 89, but those who attended had a great day.  
 
We have two new life members who received their awards at the December 2018 AGM. Kim Rigoll was club captain in
1999 and 2000, and three-times Breckler Medallist. The premiership under his captaincy in 1999 will be remembered for
a courageous win over a star-studded South Fremantle side that was host club to the Fremantle Dockers.  
 
The other recipient was Ray Garcia, who offered his services to the club in 1990 as a volunteer, and it’s been a labour of
love since then. He was the “runner” for the Colts and assisted in their recruiting and development programs. Ray is still
currently involved as the league property manager and reserves property coordinator. Congratulations on your awards
Kim and Ray. 
 
After 34 years of service to football Vic Carbone is still collecting life memberships. He became a life member at West
Perth in 1998, and prior to that he was awarded life membership of the WA Football Trainers Association, where during
his duties as Secretary of that organisation he was instrumental in drafting their constitution.  Added to that, Vic was
recently awarded life membership of the WAFL at the Sandover Medal presentations evening in September 2019 for his
services to the game since 1985. Over that time his dedication as a trainer, head trainer and league team manager
involved around 700 games. Well done Vic!!  
 
In July, dynamic possession accumulator Shane Nelson reached the milestone of 150 games for the club and attained life
membership. His medallion will be presented to him at the AGM in February. Congratulations Shane, it’s well deserved
for your great service and contribution.  
 
It’s going to be strange not to see Andrew Strijk on the playing arena in 2020. The word “champion” fits him perfectly,
and his showcase of talents and skills are something that the game at the next level seems to be short of these days. After
245 games with West Perth, 13 with West Coast and 7 appearances for WA, Andrew is hanging up the boots. He has made
a massive contribution to the team and the club’s successes, and we wish him, wife Nicole and family the very best in life
after football.  
 
By the time you read this it is hoped that a good deal of the club’s memorabilia will be on display in our clubrooms. A
reconvened Heritage Committee has been given the task of restoring, repairing and hanging the large volume of items by
early March, just before the Marsh Community Series pre-season game at Joondalup between West Coast and
Fremantle.  
 
At the time of writing, Steve Trewhella has organised the repair, updating and hanging of some items including the large
club honour board which is now fixed to the wall near the trophy cabinet. Darrell Kent has been donating his time
repairing damaged frames and doing a great job, and hopefully the upgraded life members honour board should be
displayed by the time this publication is received. The Association is pleased to be able to fund the restoration of the
honour board.  Thanks to Pieter Haverhoek for his assistance during 2019 and his continued support in keeping the life
members group together. We wish all Falcons a prosperous New Year, and great success both on and off the field in 2020. 
We look forward to your support.  
 
Bill Spittles - Life Members Association

LIFE MEMBERS ASSOCIATION
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This year Western Australia hosted South Australia on the 12th of May at Optus Stadium. West Perth had

two players represent the State in Aaron Black and Shane Nelson. Aaron for the second consecutive year

was named as Vice-Captain. It was an enthralling hard-fought contest and a high standard of football

played between the two states with both Aaron and Shane playing with distinction in their 6th State

appearance each. Unfortunately, the home side went down by a narrow margin of just 7 points after some

errant kicking in front of goals. The final scores were WA 13.15 (93) lost to SA 16.4 (100).

 

Congrats to our Simply Energy State 16s & 18s representatives: Michael Mallard (Wanneroo Junior

Football Club (official)), Lochlan Paton JETS Joondalup Kinross Football Club JKJFC), Heath

Chapman (JKJFC), Jaxon Prior (Sorrento Duncraig Junior Football Club), Ryan Hudson (Kalannie, Western

Australia), Ben Johnson (Whitford Junior Football Club (WJFC)), Zak Patterson (JKJFC), Zac

Fleiner (Quinns Districts Junior Football) and Isaac DeMarte (Kingsley Junior Football Club)
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Congratulations to the following players who made their League
debuts with the Club in Season 2019.
 
Noah Pegoraro (Round 1) 
Troy Yukich (Round 1)
Kael Coleman (Round 1) 
Ben Delaporte (Round 3) 
Tom Medhat (Round 5) 
Tom O’Donnell (Round 9) 
Jaxon Prior (Round 17) 
Ben Johnson – (Round 19)
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DEBUTANTS
Eight players made their league debuts with West Perth in 2019.
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Congratulations to the following players who achieved milestones
game during Season 2019. 
 
50 WAFL Games Dean Munns (Round 8) 
50 WAFL Games Keegan Knott (Round 20) 
100 WAFL Games Michael Lourey (Round 19) 
100 WAFL Games Kris Shannon (Elimination Final) 
150 WAFL Games Shane Nelson (Round 15) 
250 Senior Games Andrew Strijk (Round 2)
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Breckler Medallist
 
Runner-up 
Past Players & Officials' Award
 
3rd Place 
Ken Ashdown Memorial Award
 
Best Clubman 
 
Rising Star
 
Most Courageous Player 
Wayne Dayman Award
 
Leading Goalkicker
Ray Scott Medallist 
 
RESERVES
 
Ennis Medallist 
 
Runner-up 
Past Players & Officials' Award
 
3rd Place
 
COLTS
 
Dominish Medallist 
 
Runners-up 
Rosa Townsend Award
 
3rd Place 
Past Players & Official Award

Tyler Keitel
 
Blake Wilhelm
 
 
Aaron Black
 
 
Kris Shannon
 
Noah Pegoraro
 
Laine Rasmussen
 
 
Andrew Strijk (38
Goals) 
 
 
 
Alec Johnson
 
Conal Lynch
 
 
Nathan Murray 
 
 
 
Koopah Todd
 
Heath Chapman
 
 
Tyron Hindmarsh

Congratulations to the following players:
 
 
LEAGUE

Breckler Medallist
Aaron Black
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Acknowledging the generous support of our 2018 FUND A FALCON donors.
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Acknowledging the generous support of the following 

SENIORS 2019 FUND A FALCON donors.

THANK YOU TO ALL OF

OUR PLAYER SPONSORS 
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Grand Final
23 September 2018

SEASON 2019
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Acknowledging the generous support of our

2019 partners in the West Australian

Womens' Football League.
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2019 KEY SPONSORS



 
 

Women’s football took another big step forward in 2019, with the WAFC creating Women’s WAFL.

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This new competition sits between AFLW and WAWFL (where are two teams are currently playing). This

now completes the Female Pathway from Auskick through to AFLW as shown by this picture. While we

did not field a side in the WAFLW in 2019, we have set-up a new sub-committee that will work on a plan

through 2020 to set us up for a possible entry in 2021.

 
The partnership we started with 2hFD (2 Halves Football Development) has had a dramatic influence
over the fitness and well-being of all our players, the great enthusiasm that Shane, Fraser and Tayla
bought to all the sessions was brilliant. The variety they bought to every session helped ensure the teams
were motivated to do the Strength and Conditioning sessions with great intent which ensured that they
were well prepared to run out games and limit any soft tissue injuries.
 
The return of Brendan Aitkens as our Head Sports Trainer, who is well recognized within the female
football circles as the best in the business, ensured that all players that did suffer any unfortunate injuries
had the very best of care and ability to return to playing in the shortest possible timeframe. What can’t be
said about Bastien Auna, who was nominated for the Leagues Volunteer of the year award, he is someone
who very willingly gives of his time literally rain, hail or shine, hot or freezing cold he is there and
ALWAYS with a warm smile. Sometimes with lots of ‘friends’ other times painting a solo figure in the
night. He will sacrifice his own sport to ensure those around him are taken care of first, he always runs to
their aid in times of need.
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WOMEN'S

FOOTBALL
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We welcomed Edward Beck and Rebecca Boladeras as coaches for our Senior side, they came with

great pedigree having coached the Claremont Reserve team to the 2018 Premiership. They relished the

opportunity and very quickly gained great respect from the playing group. While the new game

plan/strategy took a while for the players to adapt to, once they had grasped it, they certainly became

very competitive, which bodes well for the next season. Some of the highlights;

a big win over Swan Districts, a side that has generally held the wood over our teams in the past, a one

point loss to the eventual Premiers Claremont, two epic draws against Subiaco and East Fremantle and

a few confidence boosting wins over the ol’ foe East Perth.

 
The development of our younger players was certainly another highlight, seeing Bianca Webb come

from Ocean Ridge juniors in 2018, straight into our Senior side and then be given an opportunity to

play in the first ever WAFLW Grand Final with Swan Districts and eventually be drafted to Fremantle

AFLW for 2020. Emily Bennett who one-year younger was elevated to the Senior side for the second

half of the season to be able settle in and play great footy, especially to attract votes off the Umpires,

this on top of both players playing for Western Australia’s U18’s in the National Carnival. 

 

Amy Franklin taking out the Rookie of the Year in the WAWFL Competition speaks  volumes for the

next lot of players to follow this tallented group. 

 

The Falcons continue to shine at the highest level too, with Ashton Hill a past F & B Winner for both

West Perth and WAWFL being selected by West Coast Eagles to play in their inaugural AFLW Side in

2020 and Ann McMahon joining Bianca Webb at Fremantle. We wish both these players all the best as

they start their AFLW careers.

 

We thank Karen Cowley and Ken Dillon for the work in setting up the Rogers Cup team and to Bryan

Bennington who bought the team home in the second half of the season. Bryan instilled a good

discipline amongst the team and also with a little shuffling unearthed some of the stars of the future

and while he will not be with us in 2020 (after taking a Senior role at Coolbinia) he has certainly laid

great ground work for the next coach to work with.

 

The brilliant Falcons culture and never say die attitude on the field was set in place by two great

leadership groups; For the Senior Squad, Trish Medwin (Captain) with Ashleigh Greenwell, Andrea

O’Loughlin. Tracy Gallagher and Katherine Bennett.

 
.
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For the Rogers’ Cup squad, Natalie Bennett (Captain) with Isabel Strover, Dixie Corcoran, Phoebe Jenkins,

Summer Mollross and Tarzara Kelly.This group really set the standard for the way the two teams played

on the field and the style of play, tough but fair was a true reflection for the values they instilled.

 

The 2019 Season was celebrated in style at a Gala Event held in the West Perth Function Centre. Karl

Langdon (West Coast Eagles Premiership Player) was the MC for the night, which was kicked off from

an address by Jimmy Caffieri (CEO WPFC), who mentioned the importance of having females as part of

the club to ensure its long term viability, he also congratulated Ashton Hill for being drafted by the Eagles

and for her joining Ann McMahon in East Fremantle’s Premiership winning WAFLW side.

 

Dave Burton was awarded the newly created Volunteer of the Year award for his services to the female

teams, an award which will be named in his honour for the years moving forward.

Sandra “Downsey” Downs provided some great entertainment during the night as she recapped each block

of four rounds in the Vote Count conducted by Karl, with lines like “our Rogers team took on some

slobbery but dogged bulldogs” and “I falcon kid you not..” had everyone in the room in fits of laughter.

 

The players great efforts during the season were recognized by several awards presented during the night

as showcased on the following pages, with the night coming to close with great music supplied by Bailey

Chalmers’ Perth DJ Hire.

 

We thank everyone involved throughout every facet of the club who has helped and supported our two

womens teams and look forward to what the 2020 Season can bring.

 

Special thanks to Matt Beilken Photography for being generous with his time and taking all the photos on

the night.
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Indianna Servaas winner of the
Rogers’ Cup Coach’s Award.
 

Candice Shepherd winner of the
Senior Squad’s Coaches’ Award.
 

Ashleigh Greenwell winner of the
Senior Squad’s Falcon of the Year

 

Teal Bennett winner of the
Rogers’ Cup Squad’s Falcon of the Year
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Bianca Webb & Kavita Pepper dual winners
of the  Senior Squad’s Leading Goalkickers

Elissa Price winner of theRogers’ Cup
Leading Goalkicker

Katherine Bennett winner of the
Senior Squad’s Fairest and Best

Teal Bennett winner of the 
Rogers’ Cup Squad’s Fairest and Best
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HONOUR BOARD

THANK  YOU  FOR  

YOUR  SUPPORT  I N

season

2019

Part 3 of 3
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