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LEAGUE COACHES 
SENIOR COACH  -  GEOFF VALENTINE

ASSISTANT COACH FWD -   ANDREW STRIJK

ASSISTANT COACH  MID - MATT

GAUDAGNIN  

ASSISTANT COACH  BACKS - DION FLEAY

RUCK COACH -  RON SKENDER

INTERCHANGE STEWARD - ROBERTO PIERI

TEAM MANAGER  - VIC CARBONE

LEAGUE RUNNER  - RYAN FONG

LEAGUE RUNNER - MICHAEL LOUREY

TIME KEEPER -  TRENT CHISHOLM 

PROPERTY MANAGER -  RAY GARCIA

 

RESERVES COACHES
RESERVES  COACH -  BLAKE ARNOLD

ASSISTANT COACH  - TODD MARTIN

ASSISTANT COACH -  TROY ARNOLD

INTERCHANGE STEWARD-  GAVIN LAMBERT

TEAM MANAGER -  DAVID PROUT

RESERVES RUNNER -  DAN BARNARD

TIME KEEPER  -  ANDREW CLARKE

SUPPORT STAFF 
SENIOR S&C COACH - COREY GREEN

S&C INTERN  - STUART CHESHER

CLUB DOCTOR - DR GREG SMITH

CLUB DOCTOR - DR CHRIS BARR

PHYSIOTHERAPIST  - AARON THOMAS

HEAD TRAINER -  MADDIE SIMON

SPORTS TRAINER  -  JORDIE MARTIN

SPORTS TRAINER  -  PAIGE THOMAS

SPORTS TRAINER  -  TOM MURPHEY

SPORTS TRAINER  -  ZOE EDWARDS

SPORTS TRAINER  -  JAYDEN WILLIAMS

SPORTS TRAINER -   CALLUM PAROCZA

WATER CARRIER -  BART DE VITA

WATER CARRIER  - ANDREW COLLETT

  

COACH RESERVES - REBECCA BOLADERAS

COACH ROGERS CUP - STEVE HAZELL

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  - TRISH MEDWIN        

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  - DAVE BURTON         

SPONSORSHIP AND MARKETING - CARLY WILCOX  

PLAYER WELFARE -  MICHELLE SMITH         

RISK MANAGEMENT - BETHAN BECK                 

ADMINISTRATION  - JENNIFER BENNETT

FINANCES  - LORRAINE HUSTEN            

FUNCTION & EVENT COORDINATOR  - NICKI DAY

WOMENS FOOTBALL 

     

SCOREBOARD - LANCE CATCHPOLE

GROUND ANNOUNCER -  FRANK ALVARO

GROUND CO-ORDINATOR - TONY HRISTIANOPOULOS

PHOTOGRAPHER -  DAN WHITE

PHOTOGRAPHER -  BELINDA TAYLOR

MATCH DAY REPORTER -  DARRELL KENT

MERCHANDISE ASSISTANT  - LUCY HRISTIANOPOULOS

PARKING ASSISTANT -  LOUIS ZAMPOGNA

FUNCTIONS ASSISTANT - PAOLA ZITO

GATE  - ANDY GORTON

GATE  - JACOB HRISTIANOPOULOS

GATE - JAMIE CAMERON

BAR MANAGER - JOE MURPHY

MATCH DAY STAFF 



Add advertisement

HEAD COACH: RYAN LASSCOCK

ASSISTANT COACH: JAY CARROLL

ASSISTANT COACH: ADAM RADICI

ASSISTANT COACH: THOMAS MOSCARDA

DEVELOPMENT COACH: DEAN SMITH

DEVELOPMENT COACH: PAUL DOWNER

DEVELOPMENT COACH: COLIN TAYLOR

BENCH COACH: STEVE CHAPMAN

TEAM MANAGER: CHRIS ERIKSON

S&C COACH: BRYCE WILLIAMSON

RUNNER: TRAVIS PEARCE

RUNNER: JAKIM DICKSON

WELFARE: BEN HORGAN

LES FONG FUTURES - COACHES
HEAD COACH: ASH MCKEOWN

ASSISTANT COACH: JOSH WOODEN

ASSISTANT COACH: PAUL DOWNER

ASSISTANT COACH: STEVE CHAPMAN

DEVELOPMENT COACH: DAMIAN VERAZZI

DEVELOPMENT COACH: JOSH GROVES

S&C COACH: ANDREW LOCKWOOD
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TALENT - COLTS COACHES

TALENT SUPPORT STAFF 
PHYSIOTHERAPIST: NATHAN STEPHENS

HEAD TRAINER: ALEX STYAN

HEAD TRAINER: JESS FORDHAM

TRAINER: BRANDON LANSDOWN-GOODMAN

TRAINER: ZOE COURTNEY

TRAINER: LIAM BROOKS

WATER RUNNER: ANDREW COLLETT

PROPERTY: RAY GARCIA

TIMEKEEPER: ALAN VEIPCH

PHOTOGRAPHY: BRIAN CONDUIT

STEPHEN KINNERSLEY – BRIGHTON

DEAN SCHMIDT - EDGEWATER

CHRIS GERREYN – JOONDALUP KINROSS

RHYS DAVIES - WHITFORD

TODD SHERWOOD - QUINNS

PHIL JOHNSON - QUINNS 

CHRIS AVERY - WANNEROO

DAVID HORN – WHITFORD 

BRETT VON BERGHEIM - WHITORD

GRAEME WILKINSON - YANCHEP

JASON GLOVER -YANCHEP

ANDIE FAGAN – SORRENTO DUNCRAIG

DAVE CASSIDY – NORTH BEACH

JUSTIN BURT - KINGSLEY

MITCH DREWETT - KINGSLEY

TROY BALDWINSON - CARINE

BLAISE PARTIDGE – WARWICK GREENWOOD

DAVID HAY - KINGSLEY

BEN HORGAN - OCEAN RIDGE

15S A HEAD COACH: PAUL DOWNER

15S B HEAD COACH: STEVE CHAPMAN

14S A HEAD COACH: STEVE HAZELL

14S B HEAD COACH: BEN HORGAN

TEAM MANAGER: CHRIS ERIKSON

ASSISTANT COACH: LUKE RICHARDSON

ASSISTANT COACH: PAUL NEALE

ASSISTANT COACH: SCOTT KOUNIS

ASSISTANT COACH: KRIS SHANNON

ASSISTANT COACH: TIM PUGH

ASSISTANT COACH: DAMIAN VERAZZI

ASSISTANT COACH: LEE CAPES

ASSISTANT COACH: BRETT FOSTER

ASSISTANT COACH: JOSH GROVES

ASSISTANT COACH: DEAN SCHMIDT

ASSISTANT COACH: JOSH WOODEN

ASSISTANT COACH: MITCH DREWETT

S&C: ATHLETIC INSTITUTE

DEVELOPMENT COACHES

COMMUNITY  ADVISORS 



Services
BDO in Perth provides business advisory, financial, and accounting services to support and
advise you throughout the life-cycle of your business or personal situation. Our team has
expertise in:
Advisory
Audit
Corporate finance
Business consulting
Business services
Forensic services
Government consulting
International business
Mergers and acquisitions
Remuneration and reward
Private wealth
Risk advisory
Superannuation
Tax advice and consulting
Transfer pricing
R&D tax
Employment and expatriate tax
GST and customs
State taxes
Global IFRS resources
Asia Desk

BDO in Perth also provides specialist advice for companies looking to navigate and capitalise on
foreign investment. Our Asia Desk combines highly sought-after experts who can assist
companies seeking to invest and expand in Australia and in Asia - offering advice on tax
planning, corporate structuring and ongoing compliance support.
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Well 2021 was another outstanding season for the West Perth Football Club. We

celebrated the 130th anniversary of our club’s name, although as we all know, we started

playing in 1885 in the first WA competition. Our brand as an historic and progressive

football club continues to endure over decades, and we remain one of the powerhouses

of the WAFL competition.

SEASON 2021
This season there have been many highs, and thankfully not many lows. One of the great

successes this year was the premiership by our girls’ team in the WA Rogers Cup. They

were undefeated all season and congratulations go to the coaches, players and all people

associated with our girls’ success. This culminated in the latter part of the season with the

announcement by the WAFC that we would be gaining a WAFL Womens licence for 2022.

We are now fully embracing girl’s and women's football programs that will see them

continue as an integral part of the future of the club.

Our men's teams had good success this year with all grades reaching the finals.

Unfortunately, our Colts and Reserves sides were bundled out in the first round, but the

growth in the depth of our lists is promising. The League side went on, but with a

depleted defence went down in the Elimination Final. Our thanks go to our senior coach

Geoff Valentine, reserves coach Blake Arnold and Colts coach Ryan Lasscock for leading

great groups of men who have represented out club with distinction.

In Aaron Black, Blake Wilhelm and Tyler Keitel we have an outstanding group of leaders.

Combined with the House group leaders and some younger emerging players we are

confident that the leadership of the club is safe. 

We congratulate Geoff Valentine who was appointed the WA State Coach this year,

playing against SA in Adelaide, and to Noah Pegoraro, Connor West and Tyler Keitel for

being selected. Connor West was rewarded by being taken in the AFL mid-season draft

and went on to make his debut for the WCE in fine form. Tyler capped off another great

year as the Bernie Naylor Medallist and Keegan Knott again with the best goal of the year.

During the year we had a number of retirements and our thanks goes to Steve Potente a

former premiership player and to Kris Shannon for their many years of service. They along

with a number of other long serving reserves players hopefully will stay part of the future

of the club.

STAFF
With the appointment of our new CEO only in late 2019, then becoming full time midway

through 2020, we have seen the club operations grow in leaps and bounds. 
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Joe McCarthy has made a big impact in the WAFL and we look forward to his continued growth

and leadership. Assisted by Tracy Venner  who looks after all of our administration, events and

reception duties we punch way above our weight compared to the staffing resources of many

other clubs. Tracy really is the heartbeat of our club and aided by Paolo Zito who looks after board

support and events, with support from Cardinal Lawyers we are well covered.

A lot of work falls to our  football manager Steve Trewhella  who marshalls a small team (many part-

time), but who all present a highly successful football program. 

SPONSORS and PARTNERS
Following a difficult and shortened season in 2020 our sponsors remained on board for 2021 and

their support of the club is greatly appreciated. Our Corporate Classic this year saw a record

number enrolled and we look forward to increasing that next year. Our game day experience for

our sponsors and supporters at our President's Luncheons has been outstanding and is the envy

of many other clubs. Special thanks goes to our regular MC former president Brett Raponi for his

work in these luncheons. We've had a number of outstanding guests throughout the year and

interviews with past players and officials, and community leaders is always outstanding. A

highlight was the launch of Bill Dempsey’s autobiography The Boy From Birdum, where nearly 300

were in attendance. Thank you to all of our sponsors who donate to our auctions, join in with  the

Player Auctions and the Fund-a Falcons (men and women) programs as these are very much

appreciated. 

FACILITIES 
This year we have continued to deepen our relationship with VenuesWest. They have been

incredibly supportive of all that we wanted to do. The kitchen has been upgraded with a cold

storage room and in 2022 we will see the construction of a can bar on the far bank and upgrade of

the sponsors’ boxes in the main grandstand. The Club is very appreciative of the opportunity to

ensure our venue which outside of Optus Stadium is the best football venue in the state, is utilised

more often. Improved lighting is a high priority to ensure e get the most efficient use of the ground

all-year-round. Upstairs the memorabilia and ambience of the function and bar areas is gradually

being improved and we thank many people who are committed to the ensuring the heritage of the

club for their work.

FINANCES 
The Club will record a net profit of around $230,000 this year and will have a healthy cash balance

on the balance sheet. Considering where we have come from since 2019, it is something that the

board and all members should be extremely proud of. We are consolidating the club’s financial

position and we are confident that into the future we will be even more financially strong. In 2022

we will be unveiling a number of new partnerships which will be extremely exciting for the club.

Our special thanks go to Adam Myers (Finance Director) and volunteers (especially Andrew

Anderton) and all members of the Finance Committee for their hard work throughout the year. 

EVENTS 
The celebration of our 130th anniversary with a gala event at the Tuscany Club in Balcatta was the

highlight of the year. Nearly 300 people attended where we presented premiership medallions to

the 1960 and 1971 premiership players (many who had passed on). We saw for the first-time

colour footage and commentary of the 1960 premiership. Special thanks go to all those involved in

putting this event together and to Dennis Cometti, Andrew Henyon, Basil Zempilas and Peter

Cutler for their assistance with this special video. 



Throughout the year the players through their house groups also conducted a number of events

which were a lot of fun and continue to build a great culture at the club.

LEADERSHIP
In the week of the Breckler Medal we were faced with some sad and glad news with Geoff

Valentine accepting an appointment as an assistant coach at the Fremantle Dockers. Of course,

we did not stand in Geoff's way as he is an outstanding individual and deserves the opportunity,

but we have a lost a key person who has led a renewal of the club culture over the past three

years.  

LIFE MEMBERS 
Congratulations to all the men inducted this year in Craig Turley, Ross Kelly, Glenn Britten,

Richard Homsany, Ronnie Wilson, Dean Brunton, Brett Cousins, and Peter Panegyres. All were

outstanding servants of our club and deserved the great honour. Our thanks to Bill Spittles

president of the Life Members’ Association for his work alongside Sean Cowan club historian.

SEASON 2022 
The club has recruited strongly for the coming men’s season and we enter with high goals and

expectations. In addition, the club is also embarking on a ONE CLUB VISION as we all join

together to support our future based on our strong foundation. In 2022 we will also unveil our

inaugural Hall of Fame at a major event in the middle of the year, and of course the WAFL

Womens team will be competing for the very first time.

BOARD
I take this opportunity to thank the members of the board for their ongoing commitment and hard

work for the club. Vice president Jim Caffieri does a lot of hard work behind the scenes; Adam

Myers directs our finances; Peter Ross provides the key linkage to the junior clubs; Paul Cox

oversees all the football operations; Tracy Gallagher has played a key link to our girls and

women’s programs; Richard Cohen and Larry Lopez and Adam Harby have worked hard on the

business and community networks. Adam Harby retires a year early due to business

commitments and we thank him for his service.

In closing can I just say a very big thank you to all our fans, members, supporters, sponsors,

players, partners and families, for your continuing faith in our club and the vision that we have for

the future. I invite you to continue to invest in our club because of the exciting things that lie

ahead of us, hopefully for the next 130 years!

Dr Neale Fong
PRESIDENT
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2021 will go down as another unique year, however it was once again another year of

consolidation and success for the West Perth Football Club (WPFC). Firstly I would like to focus

on our huge army of volunteers who help our great club function.  From our match day

volunteers, to the BBQ bandits all the way through to Claire O’Donnell the master chef who gives

hours of time to our club and to the team producing the Heartbeat publications I would like to

personally thank you all for all your hard work and dedication to our club.

On the field was another successful year for WPFC – we got very close again to the last game of

the season for our Men’s league team and the future under our new coach Darren Harris looks

very bright. Both our WAFL reserves and colts teams made the finals as well, which shows the

depth at the club is very solid. I would like to thank our outgoing WAFL coach Geoff Valentine for

his commitment and professionalism and we wish his all the best with his new role.

2021 was the year of domination for our Female Rogers cup team, to go undefeated and to win a

flag is a major accomplishment and to everyone involved the players, coaches and support staff

well done. The success of this team formed a strong foundation to our successful WAFLW league

license application and we cannot wait to see both our League and Rogers cup WAFLW teams

competing in 2022!

The above success would not be possible without our great sponsors.  Your commitment to our

club is amazing and we thank you all for allowing our male and female teams to continue to strive

for premiership success.  Including our corporate classic entries we had over 80 businesses

support the football club in 2022.

Off the field we continued our great form of 2021. As can be seen in the financials we had another

solid year and we continue to build resilience and stability to the clubs balance sheet and P & L. 

 Our increase in food and beverage income in 2022 was significant and we thank Venues West

for their continued support of our club and our plans for the future.  These plans include the use

of our new “ cooking” kitchen upstairs and cool room which will see the clubs bar being open for

dinner and drinks on a Thursday night during the season – we look forward to this being a

success in 2022.

Our off field team is small but amazing.  Steve Trewhella puts in a mountain of work and we are

lucky to have such a dedicated Football Manager, Tracy Venner is the conduit of our club and

helps put everything together and with the help of Branchy as our social media guru and Paola

Zito who basically puts her hand up for any challenge we are very fortunate to have great people

and I thank you all.

At the back end of 2021 and in 2022 we will welcome some new faces to our off field team.

CEO'S
REPORT

Joe McCarthy
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Kris Shannon is our new WPFC Talent Manager running the entire talent program now back in

house. Luke Richardson is our new WAFLW coordinator handling all aspects of female football.

Welcome to both Luke and Kris you have both hit the ground running in true West Perth style.

I would like to thank the board for there dedication to the football club. Dr Neale Fong and the

team keep the ship steering in the right direction and our success both on and off the field is a

proof that we have a strong united board.

2022 is exciting! We have a new WAFLW league team under the guidance of Steve Hazel. I am

sure they will be successful in there first year.  We have a new WAFL coach and plenty of new and

familiar faces within our Male program that will bring a fresh new exciting feel to our club.  With the

additions to our staff and our plans for 2022 I feel like our club has turned a new corner and is

ready to take on any challenges that maybe faced in 2022. 

Finally to you, our members, our people our supporters. The Red and Blue family continue to be

proudest and loudest in the WAFL and now WAFLW environment. I encourage you all to keep

supporting this great club and to help us bring back any old supporters and to recruit any new

members to be part of what will be an exciting 2022!

Joe McCarthy
CEO
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PLATINUM FALCONS
Season 2021

Daniel Avery              Jacqueline Alexandre

Sue Bateman              Christine Bezic

Dawn Blakers             John Cionci             

 Russell Ellen              Brad Elsegood         

 Fred Fiedler               Robert Jackson        

 John Kalajzic              Leith Kelly              

 Ross Kelly                   Larry Lopez            

 Gregory Maszniew     Michael Morse      

 Peta Myers                  Ernie Myers            

 Daniel Neretlis            Nick Nicolaou        

 Joesph Re                    Steve Rundle          

 Derek Scott                 Brett Waterman

  

This year were are excited to be celebrating our 130th year as the West Perth

Football Club. We exceeded all expectations with our membership reaching 2521

members, a sensational result. Our Club appreciates the committed support of our

loyal, passionate and faithful members, we are fortunate to be surrounded by such

fantastic supporters. the Board, Staff & Players we thank you!



page 17

  
  
  

                         Michael Hardy                  Brett Cousins Plumbing
 

CORPORATE
CLASSIC
The West Perth Football club wishes to acknowledge and thank all our 2021

Corporate Classic entrants and thank them for their continued support. The winners

this year are: 1st prize - BDO, 2nd prize - SDii Granex, 3rd prize Major Motors. 
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2021 delivered some outstanding and highly entertaining football across all three grades
which resulted in our Colts, Reserves & League teams making finals. The competition this year
was close and unfortunately a couple of minor losses during the season meant that our
position going into finals was do-or-die with no margin for error. Both our Colts and Reserves
were bundled out in the first week of the finals while or League side made it to the second
week before going down to Claremont in the first semi-final.

Whist we are bitterly disappointed with our final position this season there is a genuine feeling
amongst the playing group that we are edging forward towards our goal. Simply making finals
can no longer be good enough. There is a real resolve to finish higher on the ladder which will
set us up to better challenge for the Premiership. It’s not going to be easy and what lies ahead
will take an enormous amount of hard work by everyone at the Club. We need to improve; we
will improve and we must embrace the challenge that awaits us.
This aside we can once again be proud of the efforts of the players, coaches, volunteers and
the contribution of our sponsors, members and staff that resulted in a winning season. Some
of the season’s highlights included:

     • Blake Wilhelm playing his 100th League game in Round 1.
     • Our Round 2 victory against West Coast Eagles played at Splendid Park in Yanchep.
     • Keegan Knott stunning the Yanchep crowd winning his third straight KIA Goal of the 
        Year award.
     • Tyler Kietel, Noah Pegoraro & Connor West selected to represent Western Australia in the
        State Game versus South Australia and Geoff Valentine selected as the Senior Coach of
        the Team.
     • Connor West being drafted to the West Coast Eagles with Pick 23 in the AFL Mid-Season
        Draft.
     • Winning the Polly Farmer Shield against our old archrivals East Perth for the fifth
        consecutive year on NAIDOC Round.
     • Winning 8 out of 9 games between Rounds 6 to Round 16 that secured our qualification
        for our 7th consecutive finals campaign.
     • A gutsy Elimination Final victory against Swan Districts at home in front of a big crowd.

The COVID-19 global pandemic continued to have an impact on the WAFL competition with
the State experiencing three separate lockdowns during the course of 2021. Two of these
lockdowns occurred during the regular season which required changes to fixtures. Again, the
competition, the Clubs and all the players showed their agility and ability to adapt to the
lockdowns and restrictions and ensure the season was completed.

Five players earned their league debuts in Season 2021. Congratulations to Jack Burke, Kellen
Johnson, Nathan Murray, Koopah Todd and Michael Mallard who all did themselves and the
Club proud.

I would like to make special mention to Nathan Murray who won this year’s Rising Star Award
after playing ten senior games in his debut season and showing that he has a bright future.

Captain Aaron Black won his 3rd Breckler Medal as the Club’s Fairest & Best player. Aaron had
a fantastic season showing why he is still one of the premier midfielders in the competition.
Tyler Keitel finished Runner-up to Aaron and also won his second Bernie Naylor Medal as the
WAFL’s leading goalkicker finishing the season with a career high 70 goals.
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Noah Pegoraro rounded out the top 3 after producing some brilliant and consistent football
at Centre Half Back. Noah’s emergence in his third season of league football has seen him
recognised as the best Centre Half Back in the WAFL. Dean Munns was awarded his second
Wayne Dayman Medal as the Most Courageous Player and Conal Lynch was named Best
Clubman.

Nathan Murray won the Ennis Medal as the Fairest & Best player in the Reserves. An
extraordinary effort given he played ten League games during the course of the year. Such
was Nathan’s influence and form in the Reserves that he polled votes in every game (except
one) to win the award in a landslide. Sam Rotham finished Runner-up after a very consistent
second half of the season that resulted in Sam regaining his spot in the league side and
having a significant impact in finals. Tom Medhat finished in 3rd place with the key forward
continuing to improve and grow his game.

Our Club is privileged to have an army of volunteers to help in all areas of operations. I
extend my personal thanks for the professionalism and dedication to you all, especially the
time you give to help our Club be the best it can be. It is truly inspiring, and I say thank-you. I
wanted to make special mention to David Prout who this year was awarded our Volunteer of
the Year Award for his outstanding service and efforts to the Club. Congratulations David and
we look forward to more years to come.

To our Board of Directors led by President Neale Fong and our CEO, Joe McCarthy I want to
extend my gratitude for your tireless efforts in solidifying our Club’s off-field performance
which in turn supports our on-field efforts. I would like to make special mention to our
Director of Football, Paul Cox for his mentor-ship, friendship and encouragement throughout
the season.

Casey Haw, who I have worked with over the past four years as our Talent Manager has
accepted a position in the AFL with the Gold Coast Suns Academy. On behalf of everyone at
the Club I want to thank Casey for his contribution to our football program and wish him the
very best in his new role. I have no doubt he will be successful.

Senior Coach, Geoff Valentine who after completing his third season with the Club has
accepted a role in the AFL with the Fremantle Dockers Coaching Team. Since arriving as
Senior Coach in the 2019 season, Geoff’s contribution in his three years as Senior Coach has
been significant. His leadership and ability to empower people has changed the Club’s
culture for the better and truly created a place of belonging for everyone connected with the
Club. I speak on behalf of everyone that we congratulate Geoff on his appointment and we
wish him, his wife Vinny and their family all the very best for their future.

2022 will deliver significant change to the West Perth Football Club. We have been handed
back control of our Talent program from the West Australian Football Commission and we 
have been granted a WAFLW licence which will see us have a Women’s league team in the
WAFLW competition for the first time. 

With these changes we welcome Darren Harris back as our next Senior Coach, Kris Shannon
as our new Talent Manager, Luke Richardson as our new WAFLW Co-ordinator and Steve
Hazell as our inaugural WAFLW Senior Coach. These men will play significant leadership
roles in the implementation and management of our football programs and I wish them all the
success.

The hard work has started, we are excited and 
we will be ready. I look forward to 2022 and 
your support in getting behind us again as we 
strive for excellence.

Yours in Football
Steve Trewhella
GM Football Operations



Season 2021 – Some achievements to be proud of but also a season of missed opportunity. In what

shaped as the most even WAFL League competition in many seasons, a slow start to the season and

then a 4th placed finish (12-6 record) left us with too much work to do in the finals. Our preparation

was professional, our unity unquestionable and but for some inconsistency regarding our

relentlessness, the season may have played out very differently. Too often we cruised to a victory

when we should have crushed the opposition and it is always hard to stomach losing an Elimination

Final when you are 4 goals up late in the 3rd Quarter. 
 

Pleasingly however, there appears to be genuine resolve throughout the whole Club that being
‘around the mark’ isn’t good enough. The fact is, we’ve played in the last seven (7) finals series and
haven’t been able to deliver the Club it’s 20 WAFL League Premiership.  We’ve had some great wins
along the way, including this year’s final against Swan Districts but those sorts of wins provide only a
fleeting feeling of satisfaction and we long for that deep seated pride and sense of accomplishment
that goes with winning a Premiership.  Rest assured that all players and coaches are doing everything
possible to set up the 2022 season for a Premiership win.  

 

A key aspect of our 2022 Premiership drive is the quality and depth of the coaching staff on hand this
year to mentor and educate our playing group. Blake Arnold, Andrew Strijk, Matt Guadagnin, Deon
Fleay, Todd Stewart, Troy Arnold and Ron Skender make up what I consider to be the best WAFL
Assistant Coach panel in the competition. I thank them and their families for the time and energy that
they have invested in our program. Corey Green provides an elite Strength & Conditioning
program/service and with Aaron Thomas,Dr Chris Barr, Dr Greg Smith and Maddie Simon heading up
our Medical Team, I know that our players have the very best medical care available. 

 

The performance of any Football Department is inherently determined by who oversees that Football
Department.  For us, that’s Director of Football, Paul Cox and Football Operations Manager, Steve
Trewhella. Your work ethic, professional standards and wise counsel have been a great example for all
in the Football Department and I have truly appreciated your support and friendship. Joe McCarthy, as
CEO has provided us with the scope and resources to get the job done and I would like to
acknowledge the administrative support provided by Tracy Venner. The WPFC Board, under the astute
leadership of Dr Neale Fong, continues to perform exceptionally well in a difficult operating
environment.

To the playing group, your commitment to your craft and this Club has been of the highest order.  I
believe that it has never been harder or more demanding to play WAFL football and I sincerely thank
you for your efforts on behalf of all that support this great club.  If we can continue to refine the
purpose of our training sessions and incorporate a more competitive edge to our training, I am sure
that this will transfer into a more ruthless approach on the playing field.  I think we all know what a
typical West Perth game looks like, and it is the sort of game that people enjoy coming to watch. You
are the social fabric that binds the people of this Club and the way you have continued to embrace the
House groups, the social events and the social justice causes was inspiring. There is a positive and
radiant energy about the place at home games and that is largely thanks to the playing group.

Finally, I would like to thank my own family Vinny, Talietha,Rhani and Lemarna 

for their love, encouragement and support.
  

Yours in football
Geoff Valentine
Senior Coach

Geoff Valentine 
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I would firstly just like to thank the West Perth Football Club for again giving me the
opportunity to coach this year, my role has been thoroughly enjoyable, and this has been made
possible by our fantastic group of players, coaches and support staff. 

In what was another interesting and challenging year I just want to call out Neale Fong, Joe
McCarthy and the board & staff for keeping the club rolling along and allowing our players to
compete every week, it was great to see so many smiling faces each week at the footy.

I would like to specifically call out our development coaches Todd Stewart and Troy Arnold,
they are both hard working and passionate in their involvement of our program and it would
not have worked without their support.

In addition to this the support from the wider coaching staff and players allowed our development
program to run smoothly and no doubt assisted in fast tracking some of the development of our young
players. 

We were one of only 3 clubs to have all teams qualify for the finals which was a tremendous
effort so well done to all involved both on and off the field in getting our players out on the
park to compete strongly each and every week.

With regards to our development program, it was a tricky year to navigate for our players. With
a couple of covid breaks and additional byes it was difficult at times to manage our training
schedule and build momentum through the season. I want to commend our players for their
commitment and connection as a group through these times. 

The 3 core objectives of the Development program were;

   1.       Transitioning the players to our senior program
   2.       Development of skill and game plan knowledge 

   3.       Preparing the players for the requirements & rigors of League football

Our goal over the past 3-4 years has consistently been to assist and prepare these talented
young men and give them the best opportunity to develop both on and off the field as players
and people. 

In 2021, with the assistance of Corey Green and his team we were able to take the players
through a number of different education sessions including diet & nutrition, recovery, mindset
and others across the season, these short sessions were well received and again provided our
young group with additional content to best manage themselves across the season. 
We had 51 players represent the club at Reserves level in 2021. In addition to this we had 5
League debutants. Well done to Kellen Johnson, Koopah Todd, Jack Burke, Michael Mallard
and Nathan Murray. It was great to watch these young players be rewarded for their effort and
consistency 

It was also really pleasing to see continued emergence and development of last year’s
debutants including Tristan Hobley, Sascha Kernutt, and Tom Boyes.

With such a young group each week we struggled to find a consistent level of concentration for
long periods of games and would find ourselves behind the game, regularly trying to fight our
way back in to it. 



No doubt there were some challenges and frustrating times for our young group through the
middle part of the season as we fell away sharply in terms of our match day performances. It
was really pleasing to see some of our experienced leaders stand up to revitalise our season
and set some measurable team KPI’s and goals to ensure we made the most of 2021 as a group.
 

The turnaround from the point of the group after round 12 sitting with a 4-6 record and a
percentage of less that 80% to win 5 or the last 6 games (with that loss being a tight loss to SF)

and finish the season in the top 5 with a record of 9-7 and percentage of close to 110%. Our
final part of the season also included beating both grand finalists in the last few games.

Another real positive from the reserves season was driven by some of our injured senior players who
selflessly put their hands up to assist in match day coaching roles. To Blake Wilhelm, Lachlan Johns,
Kellen Johnson, Jordy Moore, Jake Turner and Noah Pegoraro, thanks for your efforts and
contribution. To me this clearly displays the selflessness of our players and their commitment to
assisting our group and their mates get better.

Congratulations to all involved in our Colts program led by Casey Haw and Ryan Lasscock. Well done
on another final appearance and solid season. All the best to Casey as well as he moves across to
Queensland to take up a role with the Gold Coast Suns Academy in the AFL. 
I also just want to take this opportunity to extend a few thankyous to those who have assisted both
our senior program and myself across the 2021 season; 

To my team of Todd Stewart, Troy Arnold, David Prout , Cohen Strickland, Dan Barnard and Gavin
Lambert, you blokes have been fantastic all year and I have enjoyed working with you all each and
every week, I am certain nobody has as much fun as we do on game day. Your support and friendship
are extremely valued. 

To Ray Garcia, we have been involved together for a long time and I always appreciate our coffee
catch ups, footy talk, your general feedback and positive reinforcement on how our group is tracking.
I also know how much the kids appreciate you dishing out the lollies to them each week as well.
Corey Green, Aaron Thomas, Maddy Simon and their staff both S&C and medical, no way would the
players be able to compete the way they do without your efforts, so thanks very much.Stevie
Trewhella, you are a star mate and have been super all year again. Your support for the Reserves and
Development program and also myself is much appreciated. 

To our senior assistants, Andrew Strijk, Matt Guadagnin, Dion Fleay & Ronny Skender, well done on
the season. The balance of our senior coaching group always allowed and encouraged openness
and accountability and I feel we worked really well together. Thanks for the support, guidance and
friendship. To Geoff Valentine, another amazing effort to motivate, lead and engage this group deep
into the finals. As previously said, your ability to keep this group connected has been amazing and
it’s been great to have you as a mentor and leader. Thanks again for your support across the season
as it has ensured my continued development as a coach and person. 

I would also like to personally wish you the very best of luck as you enter the AFL system with
Fremantle, you will be sorely missed and your impact across the WPFC in the past 3 years has been
amazing. I hope everything works out well for you in the new role. 

Finally, to my family, Alanna, Jesse & Mikayla, thanks for your ongoing support in allowing me to be
heavily involved in this great club, It is a huge commitment and I appreciate everything you sacrifice
in order for me to fulfill the role. 

Also, thanks to the all our players, coaches and support staff for providing such a welcoming family
environment especially for our kids, they truly love being down here and having a kick to kick with
their heroes. You really have no idea what great memories they are making by being at this club.

All the very best to our staff, members, sponsors and supporters across the off-season. Stay safe and
see you around in 2022.
Thanks 

Blake Arnold
Reserves Coach
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2021 was another successful and again at ties challenging year for our West Perth FC talent programs.
A really fun, professional program that all the players and coaches got a lot out of. We began again in
late November with over 150 young talented footballers and 30 eager coaches and support staff.

14s & 15s Development Squads
This program underwent so more change in 2021 with the 15's program taking place mid-season,
while the 14's program remained in the traditional post-season time-slot.

Again, we were able to engage with all Junior Community Clubs and Schools to ensure we selected
the very best talent in our zone. There was some outstanding talent on display across both programs
and we are all excited to welcome these new young players to the West Perth FC family.

With over 20 coaching and support staff who were committed to the development and welfare of the
players, each player was better equipped to make improvements to their football through training,
education S&C and other important life skills. It was fantastic to see how far the players came along in
just a short period of time.

148 young talented players from our regional and metro zone were selected to the program that
included 6-8 weeks of training then carnival matches to finish vs Swan Districts, Peel Thunder and
Perth Football Clubs.

We would like to acknowledge Paul Downer, Steve Hazell, Steve Chapman and Ben Horgan along with
their Assistants and support staff who did a fantastic job with our 14's and 15's Development Squads.
The results both on and off the field were really pleasing and it was another smoothly run program
with great engagement from players and their parents.

Les Fong Futures (16's)
An enthusiastic coaching group headed by Ash McKown in his third season as Coach welcomed new
assistant coaches Steve Chapman & Josh Wooden alongside Midfield Coach Paul Downer saw our
Futures win 3 from 6 matches, while remaining competitive in our 3 losses finishing 5th overall. Whilst
the wins were fantastic it was great to see these young players get a real taste for what WAFL football
is like. They matured physically, mentally and emotionally through the program and again were again
considered a tight group.

With no WA State 16s Academy this year, it meant that we had no State representation in this age
group, however 8 players were rewarded for their outstanding Futures programs with the opportunity
to train up in the Colts program for the remainder of the season.

Well done to Ash and his team for another well-run Futures program. There were a number of
challenges along the way, but you and your team kept things running smoothly and got the most out
of the players. The coaching group you have helped put together are a tight, fun unit. You will all take
pride in watching these young footballers develop through the Colts program and beyond over the
next few years. Additionally, we must acknowledge Ash for his role in the Colts program, stepping up
to the head coaching duties when Sass was away with the State 19's program. Ash was able to
reinvigorate the group winning 3 games in a row, spring boarding the Colts into the back half of the
season.

Some top performers in the Futures program include:
Best Clubman: Bailey Long
Rising Star: Kieran Shore
3rd Place B&F: Kyle Wilcox
Runner Up B&F: Kieran Shore
Best & Fairest: Cooper Smith & Tom Rintoul
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     2 players selected in the Simply Energy WA State 19s
     5 players selected in the Simply Energy WA State 17s
     Best performing team at the WAFL Colts Combine testing day (1st Yo-yo, 1st 20m Sprint)
     3 Colts players making their Senior debut (Zarne Robis, Brock Lewis, Lochlan Paton)
     Les Fong (16s) Futures had another successful season on-field with 3/6 wins
     Colts finished 5th on the ladder, playing finals for the 3rd consecutive year
     2 players selected in the Simply Energy WAFL Colts Team of the Year 
     4 players selected in the West Australian Newspaper’s Colts Team of the Year

Colts
Ryan Lasscock led the Colts for a fifth season which we can confidently say was yet again another
successful season. After 8 matches we were sitting a disappointing 7th with a 3-5 record but were
able to turn that form around and finish the season 8W-8L. We qualified for our 3rd consecutive
finals series which our Colts program has never been able to achieve in the Club’s history. Again, we
faced our tough rivals in East Fremantle in an Elimination Final. Both sides were stacked with talent
and it was a hot, high pressure, typical finals type game. We were right with them for 3 quarters,
playing the game on our terms, but unfortunately going down 3.8.26 to 7.13.55 ending our season.

The successful Colts season also seen 3 players rewarded with State 18s selection, 2 players
selected in the Simply Energy WAFL Colts Team of the Year, Lochlan Paton, Zarne Robis and Brock
Lewis all make Senior debuts. It also should also be recognized that Ryan Lasscock was again
appointment as an Assistant Coach in the State 18s Program under Marc Webb.

Our Colts squad too had some coaching & support staff changes and they were clearly able to get
the best out of our young squad. The successful program again was able to attract some quality
coaches to the program including former Falcon Adam Radici (Backline Coach), Former Geelong
Falcon Jay Carroll (Forward line Coach) and State 15s Assistant Thomas Moscarda (Midfield Coach),
along with Paul Downer, Colin Taylor, Dean Smith, Jakim Dickson and Travis Pearce.

Our great season was noticed again as 2 players were selected in the revamped Simply Energy WA
State 19s Squad. With another 5 selected in the WA State 17s Squad. Some of which were granted
the opportunity to play against South Australia on AFL Grand Final day at Optus Stadium.
Additionally, 2 players were selected in the Simply Energy WAFL Colts Team of the Year and 4 were
recognized in the West Australian Newspaper Colts Team of the Year.

Luke Reilly became the 3rd Colts Captain in a row to claim the Dominish Medal (Fairest & Best) with
62 votes over Luke Michael (43 votes), Kane Bevan (41 votes) and Jack DeMarte (36 votes).

Colts Leadership
Captain: Luke Reilly 
VC: Jack DeMarte
Christian Henderson
Saverio Marafioti
Emerging: Daniel Gathercole
Emerging: Kane Bevan
Emerging: Luke Michael

Colts Awards
State 18s: Zac Fleiner, Lochlan Paton, Kellen Johnson
WAFL Colts Team of the Year: Zarne Robis, Luke Reilly

Mens Football

Highlights
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Thankyou’s

There are so many great volunteers to thank for such a great season. I would like to acknowledge the hard

work of everyone involved in our programs especially with some times of uncertainty surrounding COVID. You

are all in it for the right reasons and I love the commitment you have to these young players and helping them

succeed on and off the field. I am appreciative of the culture you help create to nurture these players talent.

The Club truly is a place our volunteers wish to spend their leisure time and I thank you all for continuing to

make this a place people want to come to.

Credit must be given to Ryan Lasscock who completed his fifth year as Coach. You have a remarkable ability to

earn buy-in from players, coaches and support staff and its pleasing to see you get recognition outside our four

walls with an opportunity again to coach in the State 19s program. The success of the Colts program was no

fluke and for the first time in our Club’s history our Colts program is perceived as being the competition leader

in many ways. Our group continues to get closer and closer each year and there is now more and more players

and coaches working at higher levels who have you to thank for helping them reach their potential. Our

assistant coaches and support staff continue to do a wonderful job giving up their time to help our players and

our program succeed. This simply wouldn’t be the case without such a great coach at the helm.

Cohen Stickland and James Duyvestyn are two casual employees working in the talent space who continued

to support me, the coaches and the program in a range of areas. We wouldn’t be able to run such a fantastic

program without the experience and knowledge they provide to the Club. They take on such a wide variety of

tasks without hesitation and nothing is ever too much and for that we thank you.

Since the move of Talent to the WAFC there have been a number of challenges, but our Club, through Steve

Trewhella, Joe McCarthy, Paul Cox and Geoff Valentine continue to support me, Sass and the talent programs.

We clearly lead the WAFL in connection between the programs which plays a big part in why we are so

successful in retaining our Talent players, coaches and support staff. Because of their wholehearted support I

have no doubt the move of Talent Programs back to the WAFL Clubs will be a smooth, seamless one for the

West Perth Football Club. Additionally Scott Baker (Executive Manager WAFL) & Adam Jones (State Talent

Manager WAFC) continue to offer support to our talent programs and allow me to be the best I can be for the

Club. 

Casey Haw
Development Manager
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The West Perth Football Club Colts programme focuses on developing our talented young
footballers both on and off the field. Our programme works to develop on field skills and strategy,
the leadership qualities of our players, resilience through feedback and accountability, and to build
a culture of support and care for all members of our community.

After a shortened season in 2020, we managed to get a full season in 2021. While we had some
interruptions, and the season extended, we got there in the end. 

In what was another challenging year for everyone, our 2021 season proved to be a successful year
for the Colts Programme, both on and off the field. This is largely due to the planning and
persistence, through hard work by many over the past 4 years to develop our standards and
maintain consistent behaviours to a point where it translated to on field success.

ON FIELD
The Colts finished the regular season with Eight (8) wins and Eight (8) losses, finishing the regular
season 5th (5th) on the ladder. We were in almost every game we played, with 6 of our eight losses
by under 20 points.
 
This result meant the Colts Squad qualified for our third finals series in a row. This is the first time in
the clubs history that has occurred. We are finally establishing an environment where finals are
expected, not a surprise. 

Unfortunately, we were not able to perform at our best in the elimination final against East
Fremantle. They were the better team on the day, and their top end talent did enough to get them
the win. I was extremely proud of how we performed in this final. We changed a couple of things,
had a crack, and we had a chance to win going into the final term. We will learn from this, and make
sure that when we get back to this situation, we are all better equipped for the situation.

As a coach, this role definitely has its hard moments. One of the more pleasing aspects of our role is
telling a young man he is going to make his debut for the WPFC. In the condensed program, and
playing good football, we were still able to select 25 players to play their first game for the West
Perth Football Club at this level.

During the year, the State Academies ran 2 teams. A 19’s team, which I had the privilege of being
apart of the coaching staff, and a 17’s side.

The 19’s played 3 games against South Australia, with the highlight playing the curtain raiser at the
2021 AFL Grand Final at Optus Stadium. West Perth had 2 representatives in this program. Lochlan
Paton and Zac Fleiner performed at an extremely high level, and both played their roles in helping
Western Australia get the clean sweep over the South Australian side.

A big thank you must go to Ash McKeown, our Futures Coach. Ash stepped in and covered for me
while I was on State duties. The way Ash went about the role, and giving the program a fresh
perspective, was greatly appreciated by everyone. The fact Ash got 3 wins from 3 games was an
outstanding result. We are very lucky to have the quality of people like Ash at our club. Thanks
again Ash.

The State 17’s side played 2 games against South Australia, splitting the games with 1 win each.
Kane Bevan, Griff Julian, Luke Michael, Jasper Scaife and Noah Farrow all pulled on the jumper for
Western Australia, and they should all be looking to play in a revamped National Carnival in 2022.

Every year the WAFL selects a Colts Team of the year. Well done to Zarne Robis and Luke Michael
and on their selection in this team. A great reward for their efforts at Colts level in 2022. 
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The relationship between the Colts program and the Senior Program is an important one at any WAFL
Club. We are very lucky at West Perth to have the support of Senior Coach Geoff Valentine, General
Manager of Football Operations Steve Trewhella, Reserves Coach Blake Arnold and all of the Senior
playing list. All the best to Geoff, as he takes on a role at the Fremantle Football Club. With Geoff
leaving, we see the return of WPFC Club legend Darren Harris to the club. I look forward to working
with Darren again, and building in the relationships the Talent and Senior programs have built of the
past 5 years.

Additionally, during the season three (3) players from the Colts programme were selected to play
senior football. Lochlan Paton made his Reserves debut in Round 11 against Swan Districts and
played 2 games. Zarne Robis played against East Perth in Round 14, while Brock Lewis played against
Peel in Round 16.

COACHING STAFF
At West Perth, we have one of the best coaching staffs in the Colts competition. Adam Radici
(Backline), Tom Moscarda (Midfield) & Jay Carroll (Forwards) worked tremendously hard throughout
the season. I thank them for their commitment and dedication they show to the program, and their
care towards the players in their development was first class. Development Coaches Dean Smith, Paul
Downer and Colin Taylor assisted them and provided support to the whole playing group.
I ask a lot from our coaches, they are an incredibly collaborative team, and they worked hard week in
week out to have our players ready to play a good quality of football. 

SUPPORT STAFF
At West Perth, we are very lucky to have quality people in all areas of our programme. Bryce
Williamson runs our Strength & Conditioning program. His tireless work to implement a quality
program that is individualised to each player, is the best in the business. Bryce had some great
support from several interns from our Strength & Conditioning Partner The Athletic Institute.

Nathan Stephens, Alex Styan and Jess Fordham have worked to create an amazing Medical team. We
are very lucky to have a physiotherapist, sports trainers and other support staff at every training
session and game. Their care for our players and the program is evident for everyone to see and very
much appreciated.

DEPARTURES
Over the past couple of years, the WPFC Colts program has had a very stable Coaching and Support
Staff. However, this can’t last forever. Tom Moscarda, Adam Radici and Dean Smith won’t be
continuing in the coaches’ box in 2022. All have made quality contributions to the Colts program. All
the best spending time with your family this year gents. It is well deserved.

All the best to Alex Styan, who has done an amazing job in our Medical team. Thanks for your care
and dedication to our players.
 
And finally, our Talent Manager Casey Haw. It was with sadness, and excitement, that we saw Casey
accept a role with the Gold Coast Suns. Casey has been the leader of the WPFC Talent program for
the past 6 years. We are all here because Casey saw something in us that would make the program
better. Casey’s drive and vision are the reason we have the best Talent Program in the WAFL. All the
best at the Gold Coast Casey.

With people moving on, it gives us the opportunity to bring new people into the program. Ryan Fong
and Paul Downer will join the coaching staff, while former Senior player Kris Shannon has taken the
role as Talent Manager. We are very lucky to have quality people to come into our program and I look
forward to working with them in 2022 and beyond.

FAMILY
A big thank you to all the parents, partners, children, siblings, girlfriends, boyfriends of anyone
involved in WPFC Colts programme. It is a massive commitment by all players, coaches and support
staff to be involved in this program, and without your continued support, we wouldn’t be able to do
the things we need to do to produce good people and good footballers. 
Finally, I would like to thank Liz & Harper. Thank you for letting me do this job. Your love and
understanding (and advise) is greatly appreciated 
Cheers
Sass
Colts Coach
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2021 Pre-season Camp – Gilba Downs, York

The Senior Squad held its annual pre-season camp at the Gilba Downs Farm in York. Devastated by
the January bush fires our senior playing group and coaches headed to camp and on a mission to
help with the rebuild of Matt and Karly Guadagnin’s farm as well as neighbouring farm owned by
Glen and Kay Davies.

After arriving and setting up camp at 7am on Saturday morning the players headed to the top of a
paddock where Matt and Glen shared stories of how the fire swept through the area, the efforts of the
fire fighters, the volunteers and everyone in the community as they rallied to try and save homes,
machinery and livestock from the fires path.

Inspired by the stories our men worked tirelessly over the course of the day to help remove over 8
kilometres of fencing across two farms that were significantly damaged during the fires.

Additionally, and under the leadership and generosity of Dylan Yem from West Perth Trees who
donated his expertise, chainsaws and other tools and machinery the players were able to clear a
significant number of fallen trees that had damaged fence lines around the property’s boundaries.

In all over 600 hours of volunteer work by our men made a positive difference to help Matt and Karly
as well as their neighbours Glen and Kay get back on their feet. Coach Valentine was extremely
proud of the efforts of everyone. “The spirit and teamwork the players and coaches displayed to help
Matt and his family was outstanding and after the years of service Matt has given to the Club it was
pleasing that our Player Group wanted to give back to one of our own in their time of need”.
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West Perth hosted archrivals East Perth on Saturday 10 July for NAIDOC Round and fittingly the Polly Farmer

Shield was up for grabs in the Round 14 clash. Players from all three grades proudly wore the newly

designed NAIDOC Jumpers designed by Shannon Taylor and Sasha Kernutt. It was a terrific collaboration

that we are very proud of. Former player Len Yarran was welcomed back to the Club to deliver the Welcome

to Country and Smoking Ceremony prior the game which resulted in a fantastic victory for the Falcons

running out 30-point winners and retaining the Polly Farmer Shield for the 5th consecutive year.

Artist Shannon (pictured holding the Polly Farmer Shield) together with our Indigenous

players from L-R. Michael Mallard, Rudy Riddoch, Sasha Kernutt, Chapman Jones, Jared Cole

and Clayton Taylor. 
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Dennis Cometti played 38 matches for West Perth. His best year in the West Australian Football
League was 1968, when he kicked 63 goals playing for West Perth under Graham Farmer. In
1971, Cometti made the senior list at Footscray but, due to injuries and media commitments,
was unable to make a mark and did not play a Victorian Football League senior match.

On his return to Perth, he played with some success in the Sunday Football League. He initially
played for Wanneroo before moving to Maddington as captain-coach, leading the club to four
successive grand finals and winning premierships in 1974, 1975 and 1976. After hanging up his
boots, he later coached Osborne Park and Kelmscott, winning a premiership in 1979.

In 1982, Cometti was appointed coach of West Perth. The club finished third in his first year, but
his tenure at West Perth was otherwise uneventful, and the team finished sixth in both 1983 and
1984
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Denis remained the only television broadcaster to have spanned the entire duration of the AFL
national competition, serving the Seven Network, Nine Network and Broadcom. He was
appointed a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in the 2019 Australia Day Honours.

Cometti retired as a sports commentator with his last game being the 2021 AFL Grand Final



Volunteer of the Year. 
David Prout our Reserves Team Manager & Coaches Assistant.

David is dedicated volunteer and we would like to thanks him for

his continued commitment to the club.
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Connor West was drafted at pick 23, to the

West Coast Eagles during the mid season draft.

For the 3rd successive year Keegan
Knott has taken out the $5,000 KIA
Prize Money for his Round 2 Goal of the
Year against the West Coast Eagles.
Knott is pictured here with KIA
Ambassador and for Fremantle Dockers
Captain, Matthew Pavlich receiving his
award on Grand Final Day.
It was a terrific reward for Keegan who
had another consistent season in front
of goals finishing with 45 goals to his
name.

 Connor and Robbie West



Salecic – Defying Time

Jason Salecic’s contribution to the West Perth Football Club is matched by few. The double centurion

retired after Captaining his Club to a Premiership in 2013. At that time he had played 213 League

games, won two Premierships, represented Western Australia on 7 occasions in State Football and

won a Fairest & Best along with a host of other accolades. 

So when Jason flagged the idea of a comeback to WAFL football with Senior Coach, Geoff Valentine

at the end of the 2020 season he knew it wasn’t going to be an easy task. Seven years out of the game

is a long time but if anyone could do it, it would be Jason.
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His return to League football would take place on Round 6 against Swan Districts after a gruelling pre-

season and getting his touch back in the Reserves. It was a triumphant return  fitting of the man and of

the occasion. 2,785 days after the 2013 Grand Final, Salecic took to the field at Joondalup to do battle

once again. And it was his selfless effort after half time that 

got the Falcons over the line by 9 points and secured a vital

4 premiership points.

The celebrations in the rooms post game were incredible as

the members and supporters rushed in to congratulate a

champion. Jason would see out the season and would add a

further three league games to his tally taking him to 217

games. For those in the inner sanctum, his contribution was

so much more than 4 games. His leadership, wisdom and the

example he set for others to follow was inspiring.

And while he retires from WAFL football as a player once

again we are excited to have Jason return to our coaching

panel as the Senior Assistant Coach to Darren Harris for 2022

and beyond.



Another great year has passed for the players and coaching staff across all grades. The
emergence of local talent filling our lists is a great indication of the health of our junior
football clubs. The loss of Geoff Valentine comes as great shock to all but we wish him all
the best for the future. We are indeed fortunate to have a proven performer in Darren
Harris as a replacement.

This has been another year of great activity for the Past Players and Officials in assisting
the club with its fund raising. The BBQ bandits have worked closely with Claire O’Donnell
at the home games by manning the BBQ and can bar on the patio. We are again involved
in preparing and selling “first goal kicker raffles” at all home game luncheons. Once
again, many thanks to those members who help with the BBQ’s, selling tickets at our
home game gate raffle and selling tickets at the luncheons.

Thanks again to Sandy Hasler and Val Higgins for their continued provision of
sandwiches for our half time functions. Without the support of such people and the likes
of Joe and Tony Scarfo, we would not be able provide what we do without incurring
additional costs and effort. Their ongoing support is truly amazing. 

It was a disappointment that both Perth and South Fremantle removed themselves from
the combined association for the past year, however as a combined association we
continued to enjoy the camaraderie at a quiz night and a day at Ascot races and another
Christmas luncheon.

 
This year we lost Graeme Woodford who was a valued member of the BBQ bandits who
will long be remembered for his catch cry from the balcony “they’ve being doing it all day
ump”. He was passionate member who was chosen to read the ode at this year’s Anzac
Day service. Unfortunately, this was cancelled due to covid, but he was guest of honour
at a function once we started again.

On a solemn note, this year we acknowledge the passing of a number of former players
who have represented us on the field and their names together with the years of playing
and the number of games played are listed below.

Fred Buttsworth 1942 – 1953 (99 games)
Wally Price 1942 – 1954 (256 games)

 
Best wishes to all our members and supporters for 
the coming season and we look forward to seeing 
you again as the 2022 season gets underway.

Congratulations to our Past Players and Officials 
award winners

Aaron Black – League Players Player
Sam Rotham - Reserves Players Player

Stan Broom
West Perth Past Players & Officials Association
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It was another unsettling year for football due to COVID, but great to see that WA benefited
from the pandemic with a history making AFL grand final at Optus Oval, and to hear the “Grand
Old Flag” theme song ringing around the ground at the final siren.

The WAFL season for the Falcons was one to be proud of with all three grades making the
finals and the league side winning the elimination final against Swan Districts, then going
down to Claremont in what could modestly be described as extremely underhanded tactics by
the home team resulting in champion Aaron Black not being able to take part in the final
quarter. However, their celebrations were short-lived when they failed to kick a goal until the
final quarter in the following week’s prelim final loss to South Fremantle.

Our league, reserves and colts teams played some fantastic football throughout 2021, and they
should be congratulated along with the coaching staff in all grades for what they have
achieved without any AFL listed players. The loss in the last seconds of the game against
Subiaco in Round 3, and the unexpected loss to Perth in Round 8 at home may otherwise have
seen us finish third or even second. So, that being the case, we can look forward to next
season with confidence, and it’s great to see the camaraderie that exists within the group. Well
done boys.

Player sponsorship

The Life Members Association was delighted to sponsor 
Tristan Hobley for the 2021 season. Tristan played a few league 

games in 2020 but has since been an excellent contributor and 

an integral part of the league side, he has amassed an average of 
22 possessions per game over 17 league games this season. 
Great work Tristan, and a pleasure for the Association to sponsor 
such a talented player.

New Life Members
 

During season 2020, the largest number of people for many a year were nominated for life
membership and received their medallions in a ceremony at the AGM in February 2021.
Six former players were inducted under Rule 8.15 of the Constitution which states: “A player
who has played at least one hundred (100) games for the Club and who has been a playing
member of the Club for a period of not less than 10 years may be granted Life Membership
upon recommendation by the Board and confirmed by a Special Resolution at an AGM”.
Two nominees were also awarded life memberships and honoured for their meritorious service
to the club over a lifetime.

The proposal to induct the players was instigated by President Neale Fong, who along with
Steve Trewhella, Sean Cowan and Bill Spittles searched club records to determine which
players were eligible under Rule 8.15.

Thanks to the following presenters who came along to address the AGM on behalf of the
inductees: Dennis Cometti, David Dyson, Neale Fong, Darren Harris, Clayton Lasscock, Brett
Raponi, Kim Rigoll, and Steve Trewhella.
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New life members from left:  Dean Brunton, Brett Cousins, Ross Kelly, Peter Panegyres
Richard Homsany, Craig Turley, Glenn Britten. (Absent: Ron Wilson, unable to attend)

Dean Brunton -1989-1993,1995-1998, 2000-2000 (12 seasons), total club games – 200
Brett Cousins - 1993-2005(13 seasons), total club games – 206
Ross Kelly - for meritorious and dedicated service to the club.
Peter Panegyres -1963-1972 (10 seasons), total club games – 157
Richard Homsany - for meritorious and dedicated service to the club.
Craig Turley  -1984-1990, 1992-1995, 2001(13 seasons), total club games – 130
Glenn Britten -1997-2006 (10 seasons), total club games - 190
Ron Wilson  -1973-1982 (10 seasons),total club games – 174

On behalf of all our life members we congratulate you on your awards and welcome you to
the life members fraternity.

VALE - TWO GREAT LEGENDS

  Wally Price                                          Fred Buttsworth                                 



During 2021 we mourned the passing of two of our life members and West Perth’s great
legends. Fred Buttsworth passed away in May, age 94, and Wally Price in June, age 95. As
the closeness of their passing indicates, they also shared many triumphs on the football
field. They were team-mates in the 1942, 1949 and 1951 premierships, both debuted for
West Perth in 1942, both were representatives of the State, both won club Fairest and Best,
both named in West Perth’s Team of the Century, and both were inducted into the WA
Football Hall of Fame.
Wally was considered by many to be the greatest of the back pocket specialists and played
256 games, kicked 4 goals over 13 seasons, and represented the State 12 times.
Fred commenced his career in the back line, then moved to the forward line where he
kicked 246 goals. He played 182 games over 11 seasons and won the Sandover Medal in
1951, then the Simpson Medal in a game against Victoria in the same year.

Both players will always hold legendary status at West Perth, and on behalf of their
compatriot life members we offer our condolences to the Price and Buttsworth families.

130 Year Celebration

The 130 Year Celebration of West Perth Football Club’s existence was held on 27th August
at the Tuscany Association’s premises in Stirling and was a great evening with over 200
guests. The Life Members Association offered up to 50 life members a $40 reduction in the
cost, but once again the response was far below expectations with only 12 taking up the
offer.

Heritage Association

The West Perth Heritage Association is raising funds to continue the work that has already
been done and readily visible around the club. The funds will give the Committee a chance
to start the bigger ticket items which will be quite visually outstanding both inside and the
exterior of the premises. The Life Members Association has recently donated $300 to this
cause, so if you would like to donate, please call the club who will direct you to a Heritage
Committee member.

Congratulations to Geoff Valentine

The news that Geoff Valentine is heading to Peel came as a shock, but the prospect of
coaching at AFL level for Geoff is an outstanding achievement. He has done a wonderful job
at West Perth over the past two seasons, and we are sorry to lose him, but we wish him all
the very best, and I doubt whether Peel and Fremantle would find a better person or coach
to compliment their coaching staff with a view to the future. No matter where Geoff goes
there will always be red and blue running in his veins. We wish you every success.

Thanks to all those who supported the Association with fees and donations during 2021, it’s
greatly appreciated. Thanks also to Pieter Haverhoek for his services and support.

With Christmas looming we wish you and your families a safe and carefree festive season
and a bright and prosperous New Year.

Bill Spittles
President
West Perth Life Members Association   

WEST PERTH
FOOTBALL CLUB

YEARBOOK 2021

www.westperthfc.com.au page 43



WEST PERTH 
FOOTBALL CLUB

YEARBOOK 2021

www.westperthfc.com.au page 44



Congratulations to the following players who made their League debuts with the Club in

Season 2021
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5 players made their league debuts with West Perth in 2021.
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ROUND 7 - Peel v West Perth ROUND 1 - South Fremantle v West Perth

ROUND 7 - Peel v West Perth ROUND 1 - South Fremantle v West Perth
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Breckler Medallist                                 Aaron Black

Runner-up 
Jason Salecic Medallist                       Tyler Keitel

3rd Place 
Ken Ashdown Memorial Award        Noah Pegoraro

Best Clubman                                         Conal Lynch
Carbone Devita Award 

Rising Star                                               Nathan Murray

Most Courageous Player                      Dean Munns
Wayne Dayman Medallist

Leading Goal Kicker                              Tyler Keitel
Ray Scott Medallist 

RESERVES

Ennis Medallist's                                     Nathan Murray

Runner-up                                                Sam Rotham

3rd Place 
Past Players & Officials' Award            Tom Medhat
  

House Shield Award                               Duckwoth House
                                   
COLTS

Dominish Medallist                                  Luke Reilly

Runner-up                                                   Luke Michael
Rosa Townsend Award

3rd Place                                                       Kane Bevan &
Past Players & Official Award                  Jack De Marte

Congratulations to the following players:

LEAGUE
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COLTS



Thank you to the following sponsors 

of the Colts and Talent program
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Acknowledging the generous support of the following 

SENIORS 2021 FUND A FALCON Sponsors

THANK YOU TO ALL OF
OUR PLAYER SPONSORS 

 WPFC Past Players
Association

 WPFC Life Members Association

Aaron Black &  Sasha Kernutt
sponsored by

Bailey James
sponsored by

Jack Burke  & Keegan Knott
sponsored by

 Jared Cole
sponsored by

Nathan Alexandre,Trent Manzone
Tyson Moulton & Shane Nelson

sponsored by Peter Collier

Alec Johnson
sponsored by

Callum Johnson
sponsored by

  Keelan Johnson
sponsored by

Zac Guadagnin
sponsored by

Mitch Antonio
sponsored by

Tristan Hobley
sponsored by

Ryan Hudson
sponsored by

Chad Hamilton & Connor West
sponsored by

 
Mark Hamilton & Tom Menaglio

sponsored by

Patrick Fairhead
sponsored by

  Logan Foley
sponsored by

Ben Delaporte
sponsored by

Tom Boyes
sponsored by

Adam Gerritsen
sponsored by

Jo's for Hair

 Tom Medhat
sponsored by

Zac Patterson
sponsored by

Mitch Peirce
sponsored by

Conal Lynch
sponsored by

Scott Nelson
sponsored by

Sam Rotham
sponsored by

Dylan Yem
sponsored by



Acknowledging the generous support of our 2018 FUND A FALCON donors.
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Acknowledging the generous support of the following 

SENIORS 2021 FUND A FALCON Sponsors

THANK YOU TO ALL OF
OUR PLAYER SPONSORS 

Jason Salecic
sponsored by

Noah Pegoraro
sponsored by

Troy Yukich 
sponsored by

Rohan Scurria
sponsored by

Tyler Keitel
sponsored by

Matt Mant
sponsored by

Sam Schlaghecke
sponsored by

Vic Carbone

Zac Patterson
sponsored by

Homezone Property Maintenance

Tom O'Donnell
sponsored by

Nathan Murray
sponsored byRudy Ruddock

sponsored by

 Kris Shannon
sponsored by

Matthew Lloyd
sponsored by

 Michael Mallard
sponsored by

Dean Munns
sponsored by

 

Steve Potente
sponsored by

Liam Tedesco
sponsored by

Corey Rundle
sponsored by

Blake Wilhelm
sponsored by

Chapman Jones
sponsored by

Jordan Moore 
sponsored by

 Jacob Turner
sponsored by

Kooper Todd
sponsored by

Henry Ryan
sponsored by
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Acknowledging the generous support

of our 2021 partners in the West

Australian Women's Football League.
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Season 2021 our Reserves Squad was led by Rebecca Boladeras, the first female Head
Coach at WPFC. The seasons focus was the development of young players whilst
remaining as competitive as possible, transitioning our Rogers Cup players as best we
could with Season 2022 in mind. Having had a League team in 2017 and 2018 we knew
game day confidence and experience is as important as fitness.

Pre-season was tough. Becoming accustomed to the new season time and warmer
playing conditions was difficult.  However, players, coaches and volunteers all rose to
the challenge. Ice buckets, icy poles and newly acquired gazebos helped all gain relief
from the heat. I will never look at a tea towel the same way again. 

Continuing with our development of community relationships in January we held our
Inaugural Fund a Female Falcon Sundowner. This was a fun event where players shared
their stories, mingled with businesses within our local community and members of the
Joondalup Business Association. Thank you for your support of women's football in the
West Perth District.

Season 2021 saw the introduction of new home game playing times. With heat a great
consideration in the early part of the season, WPFC lobbied the WAFC to change
traditional Sunday morning times to help promote and support our teams and newly
acquired sponsors. Playing at 1pm and 3pm on a Sunday afternoon we had record
crowds at both games creating a great atmosphere for spectators and players alike. We
hope to continue this fixturing into the future.

The season itself started out with mixed results for our Reserves whist our Rogers Cup
Team continued on with its solid structures and form from season 2020. Trish Medwin
was named Captain of Reserves team for a 4th Season and Leuk Nelson-Marsden was
Captain of the Rogers Cup team. 

Due to Covid-19 WPFCW were unable to commence its Female Training Academy in
2020. This season Scott Kounis was named coach of the Female Academy and 17
young footballers took part in this program. We are very proud of the achievements and
progress all players made during 

this in season program. Exposing
the players to new skills, strength
and conditioning training and the
older playing group is something
that is unique to our club and 

women's league. From this group1
player made the State Schools
15’s Team. We look forward to 

continuing this in the future.
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2021 also saw a record number of WPFC players named in the Simply Energy State 17’s
Squad. Congratulations Jeevna Heer, Leuk Nelson-Marsden, Kayla Van Den Heever,
Jasmine Kolodynski, Lilliana Grassenis and Chloe Shearing.

In Round 10 we celebrated our Indigenous partnership with major sponsor BGC
Housing Group and hosted our community sponsors. Welcome to Country and Smoking
Ceremony was led by proud Noongar Yamatji woman Sharon Wood Kenney.
Congratulations to our first ever winners of the Best on Ground “Yirra Djinda Medal”,
Rogers Cup Jasmine Kolodynski and Reserves Kristen Jayasuria. Michael Bartier
Executive General Manager of BGC Housing Group announced an extension to our
partnership to 2023.

At the end of the regular season our Reserves finished 5th and Rogers Cup 1st, minor
premiers with 13 wins and 1 draw. The most successful team in WPFCW history,
conceding only 192 points in 14 games. 
Elissa Price won the Rogers Cup Leading Goal Kicker.

After narrowly missing out on finals in 2020 Rogers Cup Coach Steve Hazell took a
measured approach to preparations. Keeping consistency with training was difficult as
Covid-19's snap lock down again threatened to spoil the day. Together 23 Strong,
Believing in themselves for 72 minutes, was the mantra and that prevailed on Grand
Final Day. Playing the best team game all season defeating South Fremantle
convincingly 10.6 66 to 1.3 9. Tahli Wilkins was named best on ground and received
the Charmaine Rogers Medal.

AFLW draft 2022 was an exciting time for WPFC, Congratulations to past WPFC Rogers
Cup players Emily Bennett (WCE) and Amy Franklin (F) on being drafted to the AFLW.
They join 4 past WAFC players in AFLW ranks on 2022.

August 31st the WAFC announced that WPFC would be the 7th team entering the
WAFLW Competition in 2022. This season everyone has worked tirelessly to help
secure this and to create a clear female pathway for girls and women in our district. 
 Thank you all for your dedication and belief in our women's program and club. I
encourage you all have a “Confetti” moment. Please take a moment to celebrate the
announcement and reflect on all who have made this possible. I am very proud of how
much we have achieved together in a short space of time and look forward to the
journey ahead. The future is very bright for women in football and women at WPFC.

Tracy Gallagher
Director of Women’s Football 
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ACKNOWLEDGING THE GENEROUS SUPPORT
 OF THE FOLLOWING 

 2021 FUND A FALCON SPONSORS

Trish Medwin
sponsored by

Sharni Jaschinski
sponsored by

Karla Stagg
sponsored by Jaymee Duke

sponsored by

Courtney Collard
 & Tayla Anthony

sponsored by

Teal Bennett
sponsored by

Madeline Williams
sponsored by

Hayley Porter
sponsored by

Shannia Wai
sponsored by

Elissa Price
sponsored by

Chelsea Doolan
sponsored by Kayla Van den Heever

sponsored by

Liah Lennon
sponsored byAdam Harby

Tia Smith
sponsored by

Mischa Jezierski
sponsored by  Molly Conroy

sponsored by
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ACKNOWLEDGING THE GENEROUS SUPPORT
 OF THE FOLLOWING 

 2021 FUND A FALCON SPONSORS

Adam Harby

Leuk Nelson-Marsden
sponsored by

Cameron Dawson
sponsored by

Amy Montgomery
sponsored by

Chloe Shearing
sponsored by

Scovia Anzio
sponsored by

Sarah Henderson
sponsored by

Toria Cananzi
sponsored by

Zoe Papagopoulos
sponsored by

Kelly Keane
sponsored by

Jasmine Kolodynski
sponsored by Hayley Davis

sponsored by

Tracy Gallagher
sponsored by

Tiahna Scandrett
sponsored by

Caitlin Guthrie
sponsored by

Mahli Turland
sponsored by

Zoe Smith
sponsored by

Jekylah Garlett & Tarzara Kelly 
sponsored by
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Both Amy Franklin and Emily

Bennett spent the year playing with

Claremont’s WAFLW League side to

improve their aspirations of playing

AFLW.

It proved the perfect strategy as both

were drafted, Amy to Fremantle

Dockers and Emily to West Coast

Eagles.

 
 

We wish both players the very best as

their dreams of playing AFLW will be

realised in 2022.
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Retiree
After 117 games, Tracy Gallagher

drew the curtain on her time with

West Perth Womens Football. 

Her career started at Innaloo, then

Joondalup Falcons and finally as a

part of the Inaugural team of the

West Perth Football Club.

Wearing the number 22 throughout,

Tracy played across many positions

during her career finishing 2021

mainly on the wing.

A highlight of her time at

Joondalup/West Perth would surely

have been the Reserves Premiership

in 2016.
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