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Dr Neale Fong
President

 

 Tracy Gallagher
Club Director 

Paul Cox
Club Director

 

Adam Harby
Club Director

 

 Jim Caffieri
Vice President

 

Phil O'Donnell
Club Director

 

Peter Ross
Co-opted Board

Member
 



 
Talent Admin Support

James Duyvestyn
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Football Coordinator
Anthony Donetta

to March 2020

 
 

Finance Officer
Lis Fullbrook

 January 2019- February 2020

 
 

Senior Coach
Geoff Valentine
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DISTRICT STAFF
Community Development Manager 
Andrew Ridley

Clubs Development Team Leader
Matt Neves

Development Officer
Kris Shannon

Competition Team Leader
Kathy Monck

General Manager
Football Operations

Steve Trewhella

 
Talent Manager

Casey Haw

General Manager 
Commercial Operations 

Sam Pantelis
 April 2019-March 2020

Interim Chief Executive
Officer
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April 2019- April 2020

Coach Coordinator
Wesley Moran

Footy Fundamentals Administrator
Kris Shannon

Competition Administrator
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Competition Administrator
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Chief Executive Officer
Joe McCarthy

from June 2020

  Media Officer 
Cameron Branch

 
Performance Analyst

Cohen Stickland
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COLTS HEAD COACH  -  RYAN LASSCOCK

COLTS ASSISTANT COACH MID -  THOMAS MOSCARDA

COLTS ASSISTANT COACH BACK  - ADAM RADICI

COLTS ASSISTANT COACH FWD -  JAY CARROLL

COLTS BENCH COACH  -PAUL COX

COLTS DEVELOPMENT  - JAY CARROLL

COLTS DEVELOPMENT  COACH -  DEAN SMITH

COLTS INTERCHANGE - CODY LIDDELL

COLTS SKILLS COACH -  BRUCE BENNETT

COLTS LEADERSHIP  - CRAIG THOMAS

COLTS RUNNER -  TRAVIS PEARCE

COLTS RUNNER  - CRAIG THOMAS

FUTURES HEAD COACH   - ASH McKEOWN

FUTURES ASSISTANT COACH - PAUL DOWNER

FUTURES ASSISTANT COACH - STEVE HAZELL

FUTURES ASSISTANT COACH -  CRAIG WILSON

FUTURES BENCH COACH - DAMIAN VERAZZI

FUTURES INTERCHANGE COACH - CHRIS ERIKSON

FUTURES DEVELOPMENT COACH -  DAMIAN VERAZZI

FUTURES DEVELOPMENT COACH  - STEVE CHAPMAN

FUTURES S&C ASSISTANT -  STEWART CHESTER

FUTURES SKILLS COACH -  BRUCE BENNETT

WELFARE OFFICER  - BEN HORGAN

COLTS TALLS / RUCK COACH  - RON SKENDER

COLTS TEAM MANAGER - COLIN TAYLOR

FUTURES TEAM MANAGER - COLIN TAYLOR

COLTS S & C HEAD COACH - BRYCE WILLIAMSON

FUTURES S & C HEAD COACH - NHAT VU

PHYSIOTHERAPIST - NATHAN STEPHENS

PHYSIO INTERN - DANIELLE SANGER

HEAD TRAINER - ALEX STYAN

HEAD TRAINER - JESS FORDHAM

TRAINER - ZOE COURTNEY

TRAINER - BRANDON LANDSDOWN-GOODMAN

TRAINER - EMILEE ERIKSON

TRAINER  - CASSIE BURKE

TIMEKEEPER - ALAN VEIPCH

PHOTOGRAPHY - DAN WHITE & BRIAN CONDUIT
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LEAGUE COACHES 

SENIOR CLUB COACH  -  GEOFF VALENTINE

ASSISTANT COACH -   JASON SALECIC

ASSISTANT COACH  - MATT GAUDAGNIN  

ASSISTANT COACH  - DION FLEAY

RUCK COACH -  RON SKENDER

INTERCHANGE STEWARD - ROBERTO PIERI

TEAM MANAGER  - VIC CARBONE

LEAGUE RUNNER  - RYAN FONG

TIME KEEPER -  TRENT CHISHOLM 

PROPERTY MANAGER -  RAY GARCIA

CLUB CHAPLAIN -  DAN SHADBOLT  

RESERVES COACHES

RESERVES  COACH -  BLAKE ARNOLD

ASSISTANT COACH  - TODD MARTIN

ASSISTANT COACH -  BRENT LECRAS

BENCH COACH -  GAVIN LAMBERT

TEAM MANAGER -  DAVID PROUT

RESERVES RUNNER -  PHIL JOHNSON

TIME KEEPER  -  ANDREW CLARKE

SUPPORT STAFF 
  

S&C COACH - COREY GREEN

S&C INTERN  - STUART CHESHER

CLUB DOCTOR - DR GREG SMITH

CLUB DOCTOR - DR CHRIS BARR

PHYSIOTHERAPIST  - AARON THOMAS

HEAD TRAINER -  MADDIE SIMON

SPORTS TRAINER  -  TONY ANDREW

SPORTS TRAINER  -  PAIGE THOMAS

SPORTS TRAINER  -  TOM MURPHEY

SPORTS TRAINER  -  CAITLIN DORAN

SPORTS TRAINER  -  DAN KERMODE

SPORTS TRAINER  - BRETT DYKE

WATER CARRIER -  BART DE VITA

WATER CARRIER  - ANDREW COLLETT

PROPERTY - RAY GARCIA

  

WEST PERTH WOMENS AFL  -  TRACY GALLAGHER      

FOOTBALL OPS MANAGER  -  REBECCA BOLADERAS    

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SENIOR  - TRISH MEDWIN              

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT JUNIOR -  DAVE BURTON            

SPONSORSHIP AND MARKETING -  CARLY WILCOX             

PLAYER WELFARE -  MICHELLE SMITH         

RISK MANAGEMENT  - BETHAN BECK                 

ADMINISTRATION  -  JENNIFER BENNETT

FINANCES  - LORRAINE HUSTEN            

FUNCTION AND EVENT COORDINATOR  - NICKI DAY

WOMENS FOOTBALL  STAFF 

TALENT COACHES

     

SCOREBOARD ATTENDANT  - LANCE CATCHPOLE

GROUND ANNOUNCER -  FRANK ALVARO

GROUND CO-ORDINATOR - TONY HRISTIANOPOULOS

PHOTOGRAPHER -  DAN WHITE

PHOTOGRAPHER -  BELINDA TAYLOR

PHOTOGRAPHER  - MATT BEILKEN

MATCH DAY REPORTER -  DARRELL KENT

MERCHANDISE ASSISTANT  - LUCY HRISTIANOPOULOS

PARKING ASSISTANT -  LOUIS ZAMPOGNA

SOCIAL MEDIA -  CAMERON BRANCH

GATE  - ANDY GORTON

GATE  - JACOB HRISTIANOPOULOS

MATCH DAY STAFF 

TALENT SUPPORT STAFF 



Well, what a season 2020 turned out to be. At the beginning of the year no one envisaged that

we would be thrown into utter turmoil because of a global pandemic. To say that we were

lucky to get a season away is an understatement. The confusion and uncertainty surrounding

the pandemic meant that maximum flexibility was required from all sporting codes around

the world. The WAFL was no exception.

I want to take this opportunity to thank all our members, sponsors and fans who stuck with the

club even though it was a very shortened season. We should also remember that the coaches

and playing group had been preparing since November 2019 for this season, so the fact that

they were so willing and ready to participate even in an abbreviated season was a fantastic

effort.

Because of the financial conditions surrounding the season many people made personal

financial sacrifices including our own staff and our players. On behalf of the board, I want to

thank all our playing group and especially the leadership group led by outstanding champion

Captain Aaron Black and vice captains Blake Wilhelm and Tyler Keitel for their support in

encouraging a positive move forward for the season.

Our men’s team coaches led by Geoff Valentine, Blake Arnold and Ryan Lasscock supported by

football management in Steve Trewhella, Casey Haw and so many others who stand behind

the players are again an outstanding testament to commitment and loyalty to our great club.

Our relationship with the District through Andrew Ridley is also recognised.

Our senior team performed so well and a Preliminary Final bow-out was probably not the

result or the reward for such a great season. We thank our players who give us so much

enjoyment week by week. 

This year we also saw our women’s teams come to life. Although no silverware for the women,

much of the year was focused on preparing then applying for a full licence in the WAFL

Women’s competition in 2021. We fell short of being granted a full licence but have been

granted a provisional licence and so look forward to a team representing our great club in

2022. I want to thank all the women’s executive and support staff who have put so much time

into making sure that we will be very competitive in this space. We have a talented and hard-

working executive in Tracy Gallagher (also a board director), Rebecca Boladeras and Jennifer

Bennett and many others. Thank you!

So many people have contributed to the club in this difficult year. No more than Jim Caffieri

who continued in his honourary part-time chief executive role supported from June 2020 by

our new CEO Joe McCarthy. Joe is now full time at the club and will bring vigour and new ideas

to the role.
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Our legendary office staff led by Tracy Venner and assisted by Paola Zito (with kind thanks to

Richard Homsany for assisting in providing the resource) provide a great back bone to our club.

Andrew Anderton stepped into lead our finances and along with Finance Committee chair Adam

Myers a very successful financial result has occurred. Our aim is to pay-off the loan to the WAFC as

soon as is practical and currently we are making good progress.

Our negotiations with VenuesWest have been very positive and after much goodwill and mutual

understanding we are close to finalising for season 2021 a much more favourable arrangement for

all parties. On behalf of the club, I thank VenuesWest CEO David Etherton and his staff for their

positivity on this critical issue to our club’s future success.

To all the committees, and especially the Life Members Association led by Bill Spittles and his team

and the Past Players and Officials Association led by Stan Broom and others, your work also

contributes highly to a fully functioning and successful club.

This year our Heritage Committee led by Russell Allen and Steve Trewhella have done much to

improve the upstairs function area with addition of club memorabilia. This creates a wonderful

atmosphere and continues to ensure a strong culture and history for the Red and the Blue. Thanks

to many who donated money and materials for this improvement.

We had five new directors join the board this year and all of them have stepped up to the plate

with huge commitment and great enthusiasm. I take this opportunity to especially thank former

president Brett Raponi who did not stand for election this year due to work commitments and

thank him for his service. We wish him well in his political career. I also want to thank Phil

O’Donnell who retired just at the end of the season because of work commitments. Both he and his

wife Claire have been tireless workers both in the junior areas and in our club. we thank them for

their strong contributions. Our connection to the club’s junior clubs is also critical and we were

glad to have Peter Ross co-opted to the board to ensure this relationship grows and that young

talent is developed, and more kids play our great game.

As we are the oldest club in the WAFL we embark on Season 2021 which is our 130th anniversary of

the name of our club (having commenced in 1885 as the Victorians). We want to unveil and build a

new era for our club to maintain and grow our dominant position in the northern suburbs and

beyond.

Led by our board and our new CEO and with a brilliant coaching and playing group 

we will continue to invest in our juniors, our local girls and boys and young men and 

women to play our great game. Australian Rules football exists is the greatest game to 

play and watch, but it also provides the platform and opportunity for greater social 

cohesion, as we build stronger individuals, families and thus communities.

Thank you for your support in Season 2020 and let’s go Falcons in 2021.

Dr Neale Fong

President 
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The season started with a bang, with the club hosting the Marsh Cup game and then a week

later the season launch lunch followed by the player auction. Then the very next day Covid

lockdowns where enforced. The club, as well as everyone else were unaware of what the

future held. The club made some hard decision to minimise all expenses.

I would like to thank Andy Anderton for volunteering his time, to help me in doing the

accounts for our Club. Thank you to Adam Myers who is our club director of Finance for his

continue support in managing our Finances. In the mist of the uncertainty around the crisis. Our

Members and Sponsors where fantastic, Not one member asked for a refund. I would like to

especially like to thank Richard Homsany, Paul Cox, Andy Anderton, Joe and Marco Defiliippis, and

Sero for their amazing contribution to the club during this difficult period.

The club has been working with Venues West to increase the Club’s ability to generate income

form home games. With the aim of being responsible for the liquor, licences and food outlets on

match days. For the first time in the club’s tenure at Provident Financial Oval, we were able to

achieve this for our last home game against Subiaco and the finals weekend, in which the club

hosted the women’s grand final and the first semi. This was a huge success for the club financially.

Our club owes a great deal of gratitude to Venues West’s CEO David Etherton, Doug Hamilton and

the board of Venues West, for their ongoing support of our club. Last year the terrace bar was

completed and has added a truly unique feel. Venue West made this possible.

I would like to thank Claire O’Donnell for her wonderful support for our club. Her work ethic,

generosity and planning is one of the major reason home games run so well. To Lou , Andy, Lance,

Lucy, Jacob, Stan and the bbq bandits thank you. Tracy Venner has made my time

as interim CEO so enjoyable, her work ethic and committed to this club is outstanding. Thank you

for going above and beyond and always having a smile on her face, although I am concerned

about her developing potty mouth.

Our Club Bar is starting to feel like our Home. There is still a lot of work to be done in sourcing

memorable photos and displaying our rich history. The foundation is there we just need everyone

on board to assist, special thanks to Steve Trewhella and the heritage committee for their work.

To the players, coaches and support staff who put in so much effort into making this a great club.

It was fantastic to have the player’s driven functions last year. I look forward to seeing our women

team entering the league next year, special thanks to Tracy Gallagher and the full women’s

committee for their work.

I believe the club is in a good position, but one-year does not make a Club. It has the foundation to

build upon. We need you, the Members, Sponsor and Past Players to get actively involved as we

celebrate 130 years of our Club.

CEO'S

REPORT

Jim Caffieri & Joe McCarthy
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It gives me great confidence in knowing Our Club is in great hands with the leadership of Neale

Fong and our new CEO Joe McCarthy. Joe has already shown his work ethic and commitment

to our Club. He joined the club in part time position in June yet worked full time hours- this

shows us all that Joe stands for and as of the 4th of January is now officially full time.

I will leave you with a parting quote “ ask not what your Club can do for you but what you

can do for your club” 

 

Jim Caffieri.

Interim CEO

Firstly Jimmy you bleed West Perth, your passion and commitment to this club amazing and

you have made my transition so easy. The club is moving forward in a great direction. As

mentioned, we are in a strong financial position however we must continue to make

calculated decisions to insure 2021 and years to come will see our football club move from

strength to strength.

The 2021 season plans include continuing to maximize the revenue from our venue in our new

arrangement with Venues West. We will be engaging strongly with our local juniors’ clubs with

a strong focus on being the family club where everyone is welcomed. Junior members of our

local clubs will be part of a new WAFC/WPFC initiative and will become part of the WPFC family.

Our relationships with our 2 local councils the City of Joondalup and City of  Wanneroo are

moving from strength to strength and we are working on several key projects involving both

councils, we thank them for all their support.

We are fortunate enough to have some fantastic sponsors on  board for the 2021 season, the

support given is imperative for our football club and allows us to remain in a strong financial

position as well as striving for on field success. 

Thank you to all the businesses and individuals who support our 

football club. I am excited about 2021. I am excited about our new WAFLW 

league team who have been granted a license for the next season. I am 

excited that it is our 130th year as West Perth and we will be 

celebrating this in many forms throughout the season. As supporters

of our club everyone  should be excited. We have a great culture, 

great people, and a staunch membership base. All this along with 

our strong financial position will see success for WPFC in 2021. 

GO FALCONS!

Joe McCarthy

CEO
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MILLENNIUM

FALCONS
 Season 2020

  Andrew Anderton

  Brett Cousins

  Russell Ellen

  Diana Homsany

  Alexander Homsany

  Laura Homsany

  Simon Homsany

  Richard Homsany
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PLATINUM

FALCONS
Season 2020

 Daniel Avery

 Jacqueline Alexandre

 Christine Bezic

 John Cionci

 Dennis Eastcott

 David Elsegood

 Brad Elsegood

 Fred Fiedler

 John Kalajzic

 Gregory Maszniew

 Peta Myers

 Ernie Myers

 Paul Ukich

  

The West Perth Football club appreciates the committed

support of our loyal, passionate and faithful members.

Membership was strong again in season 2020 and we are

fortunate to be surrounded by such fantastic supporters.
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  Lisnasilea                                  Michael Hardy                            Joe Filardi
  
3

CORPORATE

CLASSIC
The West Perth Football club wishes to acknowledge

all our 2020 Corporate Classic entrants and thank

them for their continued support.
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2020 will go down in history as one of the most challenging due to the COVID -19 pandemic that spread

throughout the world, resulting in wide-spread loss of life, placing significant stress on health systems and global

economic markets. Australia’s Federal and State Governments were forced to close down borders and enforce

strict social distancing and lock-down measures to try and combat the spread of the virus.

For the WAFL competition it meant the closure of football. At the time it was heartbreaking for the players,

coaches and staff as they had just completed another grueling pre-season campaign and were ready to

commence their 2020 quest when the cancellation was announced in March. Across the State, many Western

Australian’s spent at least 6 weeks in home isolation, which proved a successful strategy in the fight against the

virus. This period, coupled with several other government measures allowed most Western Australian’s to resume

work and slowly get back to normality as we entered into June and July. During the shutdown our coaches and

players found ways to stay connected through technology and in line with the government restrictions were able

to maintain their fitness by training in small groups.

The situation continued to improve for Western Australia and football and the WAFL community found a way to

get back and running with Round 1 commencing on 18 July 2020. It would be a shortened season of just eight

games. The West Coast Eagles withdrew from the WAFL after just entering the competition in 2019 leaving the

other nine teams to battle it out for the Premiership. The margin for error would be small as each team would play

each other just once with the top four playing finals.

The players this season also need to be praised for their collective efforts in getting the competition underway.

Our senior players agreed to play for 50% of their match payments as funding cuts impacted the competition due

to the COVID-19.

News in Victoria and New South Wales wasn’t so good with the virus spreading through the community resulting

in State League Football not being played in those two States in 2020. This situation presented an opportunity for

the Club to welcome home Luke Meadows who was signed to play with Williamstown Football Club (VFL),

Matthew Lloyd from the Geelong Football Club (VFL) and Tristan Hobley from Sydney University Football Club

(NEAFL). It was satisfying that all three of these young men played league football during the course of the season.

Other players that were added to the list included Sasha Kernutt (Mines Rovers FC) and Jordan Moore (Cervantes

FC) whilst Zak Patterson, Ryan Hudson, Koopah Todd, Tom Menaglio, Henry Ryan, Tyron Hindmarsh, Craig Farmer

and Ewan Brazier graduated to the senior list from our 2019 Colts program.

Geoff Valentine was able to add former player and three-time Breckler Medallist Dion Fleay to the Coaching team

(Assistant Coach – Backs). Dion spent the past seven years in Kalgoorlie with his professional career and

successfully coached the Mines Rovers FC during his time in Kalgoorlie. Dion was a great addition bringing a

wealth of experience and knowledge that resulted in our defence becoming one of the best in the competition.
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Laine Rasmussen announced his retirement calling time on an outstanding career that yielded 102

senior games, a League Premiership and a list of achievements that most aspiring footballers would

dream of, that included playing State Football for Western Australia and winning two Wayne Dayman

Medals as the Clubs Most Courageous Player. 

Brayden, Michael, Ben and Laine have made significant contributions to the Club during their careers

and we wish them and their families all the very best in the next chapters of their lives

I would close by extending my gratitude to Chief Executive Officer’s, Joe McCarthy and Jim Caffieri

for their support as well as the entire Board of Directors led by President Neale Fong for their tireless

efforts in getting the Club back into a solid financial position. I would like to make special mention to

our Director of Football, Paul Cox for his unwavering support and knowledge and always being

available when I have needed his help and especially during the challenges that the season threw up.

To our Talent Manager in Casey Haw and Colts Coach, Ryan Lasscock your efforts and leadership

again have been outstanding, and the Club will continue to reap the rewards of the talent that you

identify, nurture and mold for years to come into the senior program.

To all the coaches and support staff in the Senior program, I extend my thanks for the professional

and meticulous standards you set in trying to attain our ultimate goal. Finally, I would like to make

mention of our Senior Coach, Geoff Valentine. Geoff’s wife, Vinnie was diagnosed with breast cancer

earlier this year and throughout the year she has endured chemotherapy, radiation therapy and

surgery. Geoff’s support for Vinnie and his family has been inspirational and I know the players and

staff at the club have drawn strength in the way both Vinnie and Geoff have worked through the

treatment whilst coping with the demands and the pressure of WAFL football. I know I speak on

behalf of everyone at the club and wish Vinnie and Geoff all the very best in Vinnie’s fight and

recovery

Steve Trewhella

GM Football Operations
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Whilst the sands of time will erode the vividness of challenges encountered in 2020, I have no doubt

that it will long be remembered for the global and local threats and opportunities it generated. In

the WAFL space, there was a very real threat to the season but when that threat passed, a genuine

WAFL Premiership opportunity presented itself. The Club as a whole, worked strategically and

diligently to deliver that Premiership and whilst we can be proud of what we achieved, I can’t help

but think we missed an opportunity to deliver the Club another League Premiership.

The 2020 season included some great wins. Putting East Perth to the sword during the home & away

season is always noteworthy and being the team to extinguish Subiaco’s hope for another Finals

series was season highlight. Unfortunately, we lost our way a little in the last quarter, enabling

Subiaco to claw back some of the margin. It made no difference to the outcome of the game or to

Subiaco’s participation in the finals, but it did see us slip from 2nd spot and a Second Semi-Final

berth into 3rd position and a First Semi-Final by the barest of margins. Those little ‘half-chances’ can

make all the difference when chasing a Premiership and when that slip was compounded by a

serious knee injury to Laine Rasmussen, it became a genuine setback to our Premiership aspirations.

Thankfully, the boys responded wonderfully the following week against Perth in what was an

Elimination Final. Perth was riding a wave of momentum having qualified for their first final series in

22 years and for our boys to hold their ground and then push back against the tide late in the game

was a fantastic performance.

The Preliminary Final loss against South Fremantle is one that will sit with me for a long time. We

had our chances in the first 40 minutes of the game but weren’t able to capitalise on our ascendancy

during this period. A poor opening 10 minutes of the 3rd quarter saw South Fremantle effectively

take the game out of our reach. Watching them go on the win the 2020 WAFL Premiership has

strengthened our resolve to be better in 2021.

Such a positive performance in the challenging season that was 2020 could not be achieved

without the wonderful input of the coaches that assist me. Blake Arnold, Jason Salecic, Matt

Guadagnin, Deon Fleay, Todd Stewart, Brent Lecras and Ron Skender make up what I consider to be

the best WAFL Assistant Coaching Panel in the competition. I thank them and their families for the

time and energy that they have invested in our program. Corey Green provides an elite Strength &

Conditioning program/service and with Aaron Thomas, Dr Chris Barr, Dr Greg Smith and Maddie

Simon heading up our Medical Team, I know that our players have the very best medical care

available.

The performance of any Football Department is strongly linked by who is operating at the top. For us,

that’s with Director of Football, Paul Cox and our GM of Football Operations Steve Trewhella. Your

work ethic, professional standards and wise counsel have been a great example for all in the Football

Department and I have truly appreciated your support and friendship. Having Joe McCarthy join the

Club as CEO was a wonderful addition to the support I have received from Jim Cafferi and Tracy

Venner. I would also like to acknowledge and applaud the WPFC President, Neale Fong and the

WPFC Board for the way they have led the Club during my tenure as Senior Coach.

Geoff Valentine 
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To the playing group, your commitment to your craft and this Club has been of the highest order. We

made some significant progress from 2019 to 2020 and I have no doubt that we will continue our

march up the ladder in 2021 as we get better individually and as a collective. There is a purpose and

intensity about our training sessions and also some genuine clarity about the way we want to play the

game and the individual roles we have in that game plan. You are the social fabric that binds the

people of this Club and the way you embraced the House System and social events was inspiring.

There is a positive and radiant energy about the place at home games and that is largely thanks to the

playing group.

Finally, I would like to thank my own family, Vinny, Talietha, Rhani and Lemarna for their

encouragement and sacrifices made. It's been a challenging year on the home front but never once has

their support wavered.

Yours in football

Geoff Valentine

Senior  Coach
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I would firstly just like to thank the West Perth Football Club for again giving me the opportunity

to lead our Senior Development Program this year, my role has been thoroughly enjoyable and

this has been made possible by our fantastic group of players, coaches and support staff.

In an interesting and challenging year I just want to call out Neale Fong, Jim Caffieri, Joe McCarthy

and the board & staff for keeping the club rolling along and allowing our players to compete every

week, it was great to see so many smiling faces every week at the footy. I want to call out our

development coaches Todd Martin and Brent Lecras, they are both hard working and passionate

in their involvement of our program and it would not have worked without their support.

In addition to this the support from the coaching staff and players allowed our program to run

smoothly and no doubt assisted in fast tracking some of the development of our young players.

The 3 core objectives of the Development program were;

1. Transitioning the players to our senior program

2. Development of skill and game plan knowledge

3. Preparing the players for the requirements & rigors of League football

Our goal is to assist and prepare these talented young men and give them the best opportunity to

develop both on and off the field as players and people. We hade 44 players represent the club at

Reserves level in 2020 including 4 colts and almost every player on our list played at least 1 game.

In addition to this we had 7 League debutants (in an 8 game season). Well done to Tristan Hobley,

Zac Patterson, Sasha Kernutt, Tom Boyes, Lachie Johns, Matty Lloyd & Heath Chapman. It was

great to watch these young players be rewarded for their effort and consistency. In addition to this

we saw continued development of last years debutants including Dylan Yem, Tom O’Donnell, 

Tom Medhat and Noah Pegoraro. In terms of our season in the reserves, clearly our win loss record

displayed a somewhat frustrating year, narrowly losing our final 5 games and just missing finals

and the chance to defend our title.

With such a young group each week we struggled to find a consistent level of concentration for

long periods of games and would concede multiple goals in quick succession. This always meant

we were behind the game for the most part. In saying that, some of our best football was played

when we were behind the game and perhaps with a little more luck, we could have snuck in to

the final 4. The most pleasing thing from my point of view was clearly the way the players in the

reserves team on game day got right behind the League side and rode every bump with the boys

though the finals series.

Blake Arnold
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Just to finish with a number of thank you's to the many outstanding club people that assisted me both

personally and professionally in 2020. To Todd Stewart, Brent Lecras, David Prout, Phil Johnson, Ray

Garcia, Daniel Shadbolt and Gavin Lambert, you blokes have been fantastic all year and I have enjoyed

working with you all each and every week, I am certain nobody has as much fun as we do on game day

and the topics of conversation are always provide some laughter.

Corey Green, Aaron Thomas, Maddy Simon and their staff both S&C and medical, no way would the

players be able to compete the way they do without your efforts, so thanks very much.

Steve Trewhella, you are a star and have been super all year again. Your support for the reserves and

development program and me personally is much appreciated. To our senior assistants, Jason Salecic,

Matt Guadagnin, Dion Fleay & Ron Skender, well done on the season. The balance of this coaching group

always allowed and encouraged openness and accountability and I feel we worked really well together.

Thanks for the support, guidance and friendship.

To Geoff Valentine, an amazing effort to lead this group deep into the finals in challenging

circumstances, your ability to keep this group connected has been amazing and it’s great to have you as

a mentor and leader. Even with your own personal and family commitments away from the club you

have always put others first and led from the front. You are the right man to pilot this group to our next

flag, I have no doubt it will come quickly. Thanks again for your support across the season as it has

ensured my continued development as a coach and person.

Finally to my family, Alanna, Jesse & Mikayla, thanks for your ongoing support in allowing me to be

heavily involved in this great club, It is a huge commitment and I appreciate everything you sacrifice for

me to fulfill the role. Love you guys.

Just a final call out to all the sponsors, members, volunteers, supporters and those involved both on and

off the field this year and congratulations to all the award winners across season 2020.

Blake Arnold

We saw the reverse last year and it was great to see the squad

united as one all the way to the end. This Senior playing group is

extremely well led by Aaron, Blake & Tyler and has such a strong

connection. No doubt this will translate to some sustained success

in the years to come.

In addition to this I just want to call out a couple of blokes who

have announced their retirements, to Brayden Antonio, Mike

Lourey, Ben King and Laine Rasmussen congratulations on your

careers and thanks for your contribution to our footy club. All super

players, great teammates and even better people. You have always

been a great support to me personally and all the best to you both

in whatever comes next.
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The West Perth Football Club Colts programme focuses on developing our talented young footballers both

on and off the field. Our programme works to develop on field skills and strategy, the leadership qualities of

our players, resilience through feedback and accountability, and to build a culture of support and care for all

members of our community.

In what was an extremely challenging year for everyone, our 2020 season proved to be a very successful year

for the Colts programme, both on and off the field This is largely due to the planning and persistence,

through hard work by many over the past 3 years to develop our standards and maintain consistent

behaviors to a point where it translated to on field success.

ON FIELD

The Colts finished the regular season with six (6) wins and two (2) losses, finishing the regular season third 

(3rd ) on the ladder. We played some very good football, and for the 1st time in my time at the club we were

able to hit the scoreboard quickly and often. This result meant the Colts Squad qualified for our second

finals series in a row. This is the first time in the clubs history that has occurred. We are finally establishing an

environment where finals are expected, not a surprise.

Unfortunately, we were not able to perform at our best in the 1st semi-final against East Fremantle. They

were able to play a more consistent, team focused football and were deserving winners. We will learn from

the contest, and make sure that when we get back to this situation, we are all better equipped for the

situation.

As a coach, this role definitely has its hard moments. One of the more pleasing aspects of our role is telling a

young man he is going to make his debut for the WPFC. In the condensed program, and playing good

football, we were still able to select 18 players to play their first game for the West Perth Football Club at this

level.

At the conclusion of the WAFL season, the WA State Program held a two game All Star series. Over the 2

games we had eight (8) represent Team Black And Team Gold. Congratulations to Heath Chapman, Kellen

Johnson, Michael Mallard, Logan Foley, Callum Johnson, Darcy Dixon, Corey Rundle and Lochy Paton. Over

the 2 games, both sides ended up winning a game by 55 points.

Every year the WAFL selects a Colts Team of the year. Well done to Heath Chapman, Corey Rundle, Darcy

Dixon, Michael Mallard and Callum Johnson on their selection in this team. A great reward for their efforts at

Colts level in 2020. 5 players was the most from any side this year.

The relationship between the Colts program and the Senior Program is an important one at any WAFL Club.

We are very lucky at West Perth to have the support of Senior Coach Geoff Valentine, General Manager of

Football Operations Steve Trewhella, Reserves Coach Blake Arnold and all of the Senior playing list.

Ryan Lasscock
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Additionally, during the season three (3) players from the Colts programme were selected to play

senior football. Callum Johnson made his Reserves debut in Round 7 against East Fremantle and

played 3 games. Tommy Taylor-Shreeve played against Perth n Round 5. Heath Chapman was

rewarded with a League debut in Round 8 against Claremont after some outstanding form in the Colts

program. Other award winners this year included Heath Chapman taking out the WAFL Colts Coaches

MVP award and Corey Rundle winning the Leading Goal Kicker for the Colts Competition The AFL Draft

is always an important occasion in any young footballers’ development.

STAFF & SUPPORT

At West Perth, we have one of the best coaching staffs in the Colts competition. Adam Radici

(Backline), Tom Moscarda (Midfield) & Jay Carroll (Forwards) worked throughout the season and did an

amazing job with the players. All three will be back in 2021, which will give our program some

continuity in our coaching. Development Coaches Dean Smith and Steve Hazell assisted them and

provided support to the whole playing group. I ask a lot from our coaches, they are an incredibly

collaborative team, and they worked hard week in week out to have our players ready to play a good

quality of football.

At West Perth, we are very lucky to have quality people in all areas of our programme. Bryce Williamson

runs our Strength & Conditioning program. His tireless work to implement a quality program that is

individualised to each player, is the best in the business. Bryce had some great support from several

interns from our Strength & Conditioning Partner The Athletic Institute. Nathan Stephens, Alex Styan

and Jess Fordham have worked to create an amazing Medical team. We are very lucky to have a

physiotherapist, sports trainers and other support staff a every training session and game. Their care for

our players and the program is evident for everyone to see and very much appreciated.

We were lucky enough to have Colin Taylor come on board as our Team Manager this year. Colin did a

great job with the match day paper work and keeping everyone on time during the breaks. It was great

to have former WPFC Colts Coach and current Fremantle AFLW Assistant Coach Craig Thomas back at

the Club. Craig was our runner and assisted with our Leadership group.

A big thank you to all the parents, partners, children, siblings, girlfriends, boyfriends of anyone involved

in WPFC Colts programme. It is a massive commitment by all players, coaches and support staff to be

involved in this program, and without your continued support, we wouldn’t be able to do the things we

need to do to produce good people and good footballers.

Last but not least, none of this can happen without quality at the top. Casey Haw's work created the

best Development Program in the WAFL. His love and commitment to this programme is clear to see,

and it has been a privilege to work with you over the past four years.

 

Finally, I would like to thank Liz & Harper. I could not do this job without your love and support (and

advice). 

Cheers Sass
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2020 was a challenging (for obvious reasons) yet successful year for our West Perth FC talent programs.

Another really fun, professional program that all the players and coaches got a lot out of. We began again

in late November with over 150 young talented footballers and 30 eager coaches and support staff. 

Ash McKeown was heading the Les Fong Futures (16's) in his second season as Head Coach, while Ryan

Lasscock was taking the reins of the Colts for his 4th season. We continued our relationship with Athletic

Institute our Strength & Conditioning partners who again had an impact at the WAFL Colts Combine

Testing day with our Colts performing the best overall on the day. Finished 1st in the comp for Yo-Yo and

20m sprint tests. Like last year, our group continued to celebrate each other’s success. We were by far the

loudest, most energetic and close group, which I believe was the catalyst in keeping us resilient during the

peak of the COVID-19 breakout and in-turn jumping out of the blocks when the season re-started.

An enthusiastic coaching group headed by Ash saw our Futures win just 1 of their first 3 games, but like

the Colts were able to stay connected during the COVID lock-down and bounced back upon the restart

winning 2 of the final 3 games. We were competitive in our 3 losses finishing 5th overall. Whilst the wins

were fantastic it was great to see these young players get a real taste for what WAFL football is like. They

matured physically, mentally and emotionally through the program and again were considered a tight

group.

As a result, 5 players were selected in the Simply Energy WA State 16's Squad which building on last

season, is the most representatives from our Club in recent years. 5 players were given opportunity to train

with the Colts throughout the season, with Kane Bevan and Griff Julian making their Colts debut.

Our Colts squad too had some coaching & support staff changes and they were clearly able to get the best

out of our young squad. Finishing 3rd on the ladder after the shortened home and away season, playing

finals for the second consecutive year, a feat our Colts program has never achieved. Despite losing to East

Fremantle in a disappointing Semi-Final, the top 3 sides were all considered to be really even and the

standouts. We were able to defeat both Grand Finalists throughout the year, it’s just a shame were weren’t

able to get through to the next stage and really showcase our ability on the biggest stage.

Our fantastic season was noticed again as 8 players were selected in the revamped Simply Energy WA

State 18's Squad. Additionally, 5 players were selected in the Simply Energy WAFL Colts Team of the Year

and for the second year running we were the most represented Club and this is the most West Perth FC

representative in our Clubs history.Furthermore our Colts Coach Ryan Lasscock was awarded Colts Coach

of the year.

We had some more significant highlights along the way with 3 players making their Senior Debut –

Tommy Taylor-Shreeve, Jack Downsborough and Callum Johnson in the Reserves. Not to mention Heath

Chapman who continued his strong season earning a League debut. Heath Chapman won the Combined

Past Player and Officials Colts Coaches Awarded (WAFL Coaches MVP) for the first time in the Club’s

History. He then added to his trophy collection winning the Dominish Medal (West Perth Colts F&B) by a

big margin (44 votes) over Michael Mallard (25 votes), 16-year-old Kane Bevan (22 votes) and Callum

Johnson (21 votes).

Casey Haw
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There are so many great volunteers to thank for such a great season. I would like to acknowledge the

hard work of everyone involved in our programs especially in such a challenging year with so much

uncertainty. So many of you were able to stand in and keep the program moving forward while I was

stood down in my role at the WAFC and needed to work away. You are all in it for the right reasons and

I love the commitment you have to these young players and helping them succeed on and off the field.

I am appreciative of the culture you help create to nurture these players talent. The Club truly is a place

our volunteers wish to spend their leisure time and I thank you all for making this a place people want

to come to.

Well done to Ash and his team for a well-run Futures program. There were a number of challenges

along the way, but you and your team kept things running smoothly and got the most out of the

players. The coaching group you have helped put together are a tight, fun unit. You will all take pride in

watching these young footballers develop through the Colts program and beyond over the next few

years.

Credit must be given to Ryan Lasscock! You have a remarkable ability to earn buy-in from players,

coaches and support staff and its pleasing to see you get recognition outside our four walls with an

opportunity to coach in the State 18s program and your coach of the year award. Colts success over the

past 3 years was no fluke and for the first time in our Clubs history our Colts squad is talked about

being a ‘team to beat’ each year. Your ability to help keep the program moving forward during the

peak lockdown stage of the coronavirus pandemic was amazing, the players remained engaged and

we jumper out of the blocks at the re-start winning 5 games straight. Our group continues to get closer

and closer each year and there is now more and more players and coaches working at higher levels

who have you to thank for helping them reach their potential. Our assistant coaches and support

staff continue to do a wonderful job giving up their time to help our players and our program succeed.

This simply wouldn’t be the case without such a great coach at the helm.

Cohen Stickland and James Duyvestyn were two young casual employees working in the talent space

who continued to support me, the coaches and the program in a range of areas. We wouldn’t be able

to run such a fantastic program without the experience and knowledge you provide to the Club. You

take on such a wide variety of tasks without hesitation and nothing is ever too much and for that we

thank you.

Since the move of Talent to the WAFC there have been a number of challenges, but our Club, through

Steve Trewhella, Joe McCarthy, Paul Cox and Geoff Valentine continue to support me, Sass and the

talent programs. We clearly lead the WAFC in connection between the programs which plays a big

part in why we are so successful in retaining our Talent players, coaches and support staff. Because of

their wholehearted support I have no doubt the move of Talent Programs back to the WAFL Clubs will

be a smooth, seamless one for the West Perth Football Club. Additionally Mick Ablett (Talent Pathways

Manager), Simon Moore-Crouch (Executive Manager Talent) and Scott Baker (Executive Manager

WAFL) continue to offer support to our talent programs and allow me to be the best I can be.
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Development Squads

Unfortunately, COVID had a massive impact on the development squads this year. The decision was

ultimately made to only run programs for the 14s (2006 born) players.

60 young talented players from our zone were selected to the program that included 6 weeks of

training then carnival matches vs Subiaco FC and Swan Districts FC. The Club did elect to run a small

bite sized program for the 15s (2005 born) players. This was a rather unique, yet exciting 2-day program

that consisted of a football training session and then an AFL style combine test at the Athletic Institute

facility, culminating with an intra- squad match the following day.

Again, we were able to engage with all Junior Community Clubs and Schools to ensure we selected

the very best talent in our zone. There was some outstanding talent on display across both programs

and we are all excited to welcome these new young players to the West Perth FC family.

With over 20 coaching and support staff who were committed to the development and welfare of the

players, each player was better equipped to make improvements to their football through training,

education S&C and other important life skills. It was fantastic to see how far the players came along in

just a short period of time. We would like to acknowledge Paul Downer, Steve Hazell, Steve Chapman

and Ben Horgan along with their Assistants and support staff who did a fantastic job with our 14s and

15s Development Squads. The results both on and off the field were really pleasing and it was another

smoothly run program given the challenges we all faced.

Unfortunately, the departure of former Futures Head Coach Luke Tedesco to South Fremantle meant

the net was cast to find his successor. Ash McKeown (Former Colts assistant and Ocean Ridge AFC

Head Coach) was appointed in the top job supported by Craig Wilson, Steve Hazell, Paul Downer,

Daniel Rowe, Matt Davis and Damian Verazzi.

The program was revamped in 2019 to align more with the Colts program playing more games across

the season, right up to July. Additionally, Clubs were also given the opportunity to play a select few 17

year-olds should they fit some certain development criteria.

Les Fong Futures (16s)

Another COVID affected program, we were able to get 3 games in before the peak of the lockdowns

were enforced winning just the 1 and probably under-performing given the talent within the group.

The group stayed engaged through the lock down phase via zoom meetings and were able to

respond really well at the re-start winning 2 of the last 3 matches only losing in a close one to eventual

Champions Subiaco.

After a slow start Ash and his team were able to get the most out of their players, they handled the

COVID break really well and juggled the inclusions on Country/PSA players. Coaches were also able to

shield the group from other issues that can arise from players in these age groups. Again, this program

continues to show the successful closing of the gap between Community Football and WAFL Colts. The

players were exposed to an elite football environment which allowed for growth and maturity. 

Our theme for the year was ‘resilience’ and after all that has occurred in 2020 it’s safe to say that was

tested and our group passed with flying colors. The players represented the West Perth Football Club

in a professional manner giving us confidence the Club’s playing future is in a good position for years 

to come.

Casey Haw

Talent Manager
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Congratulations Dennis Cometti this year who was inducted into the
AFL Hall of Fame, Heath Chapman for being drafted to the Fremantle
Football Club, Ray Garcia for being awarded our Volunteer of the year
and Keegan Knott for winning the Kia Stinger of the year 
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Congratulations to the coaching staff and players for the wonderful efforts in such trying times.

Making the finals in the league and colts was a great reflection on the talent coming from our

local junior clubs.

Once again, the Past Players and Officials have been very active in fund raising for the club. The

BBQ bandits have been working with Claire O’Donnell at each home game in setting up and

manning the BBQ and can bar on the patio. We also prepare the and run the “first goal kicker

raffle” and assist with the selling of the club raffle run at each home game luncheon. Many thanks

go to the members who assisted and in putting in the effort to make these activities work.

Thanks again to Sandy Hasler for her sandwiches at our half time functions and to Joe and Tony

Scarfo for their wonderful sausages used at the can bar bbq’s that raise badly needed funds for

the club. Once again thank you to the members who assisted throughout the year at the bbq &

can bar, half time fellowship and with the sale of tickets at the gate raffle.

On a solemn note this year we acknowledge the passing of a number of former players who have

represented us on the field and their names together with years of playing and the number of

games played are listed below.

Brian Falconer 1954 – 1955  (2 games)

Doug Lind 1946 - 1951  (105 games)

Roy Porter 1954 – 1964  (125 games)

Gordon Virgo 1966 – 1967  (3 games)

We also acknowledge the sad passing of Lew Hasler who was club vice president from 1992 – 1995

and president from 1996 – 2000. His support and assistance to the Past Players Association will be

sadly missed but long remembered.

Best wishes to all our members and supporters for the coming season and we look forward to

seeing you again as the season gets underway.

Congratulations to our Past Players and Officials award winners.

Luke Meadows – League Player's Player

Mitch Antonio – Reserves Player's Player

Connor Klemke - Colts Rising Star Award

Heath Chapman WAFL Colts Coaches Award – Most Valuable Player

Stan Broom

West Perth Past Player & Official Association
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While there will be differing opinions about whether a WAFL season in 2020 was going to be viable

because of COVID-19, it was beneficial to the players to be able to hone their skills in what was still a

competition with plenty to play for, albeit shortened to the nine clubs playing each other just once during

the qualifying rounds. Congratulations to Geoff Valentine, Blake Arnold and Ryan Lasscock, and the

coaching and support staff for their excellent efforts, which saw at one point all three grades in the top

two positions, with the League and Colts playing finals and showcasing some great talent within the club

which augurs well for the future.

It also seems the season has seen a boost to the club’s financial status with President Neale Fong

forecasting that the club will finish in the black, which will be clarified in detail at the AGM. There are

currently 90 life members on our list, and due to COVID-19 and the shortened season the Life Members

Association didn’t call for fees, however there were a number who voluntarily still sent in fees and a

donation. To those members, we offer a big thank you and we are extremely grateful for your contribution

and support. 

We mourn the passing of former President and life member Lew Hasler who sadly passed away on 10th

September this year. Lew was vice-president through 1992-1995, then elected President during 1996-2000,

and served during the difficult period when the club made the transition from traditional home in

Leederville to the northern corridor in Joondalup. He served the football club and the game with great

distinction, and he and wife Val have been icons at the club over many years and were extremely proud

when son Paul was appointed captain of the Falcons in 1990. Both Lew and Val have always been strong

supporters of the Life Members Association, and on behalf of all our life members, and indeed all

members of our great football club, we offer Val, Paul and family our deepest sympathy.

Doug Lind, another of our life members and legends of the club also sadly passed away in March this year.

Doug was one of the heroes of the 1949 and 1951 premiership triumphs against Perth and South

Fremantle playing as a rover and played 102 games for the Cardinals between 1946 and 1951 kicking 141

goals. He served his country overseas during World War II and was discharged from the army in 1946. We

extend our deepest sympathy to the Lind family.

There are two recipients that received life memberships in 2019, but because of the COVID-19 restrictions

their presentations couldn’t be awarded by the membership at the AGM.

Nevertheless, Shane Nelson and Lance Catchpole are deservedly proud to be part of the life members

fraternity, and we congratulate them on their dedication and service to the club over many years.

Shane Nelson made his debut on 28th April in 2012 against Peel at Joondalup after coming through the

colts and reserves, and he made an immediate impact on the league competition. After the recent 2020

awards he is now a quadruple Breckler Medallist, a premiership player and represented WA on five

occasions. Shane rarely racks up less than 30 possessions per game and has reached 50 in a couple of

them. The link up between Shane and Aaron Black is akin to the impact that the “dynamic duo” of Alan

Watling and Stephen Smeath had on the game in the late 1960’s early 1970’s. Congratulations Shane,

welcome to the life members.

Lance Catchpole volunteered his services to the club in 1984 and was appointed Colts Team Manager

until 1988. In 1989 he became an interchange steward until 1999, and then in 2000 he volunteered himself

as the scoreboard operator for all three grades, which he does to this day. That’s a total of 36 years of

service that Lance has dedicated to the club, and no doubt he will tell you he has enjoyed every minute of

it. Well done Lance, congratulations on your life membership.
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A Life Members Appreciation Day was held on 22nd August at the pre-game lunch at Joondalup against

East Fremantle. Life members attendance was well down, probably due to COVID-19, even though the

club reduced the cost, for which we sincerely thank them for, and this was further subsidised by the

Association, bringing the lunch down to just $40 per person which included wives/partners. Thanks to

those who did attend.

The Life Members Association has been able to support the Heritage Committee by paying for the

upgrading of the honour boards which are now displayed in the club rooms. This wouldn’t be possible

without your support, so thank you for your fees and donations over 2019/2020.

As WAFL football enthusiasts we would hope that 2021 sees a full season played out, but if not, the most

important agenda is the safety and welfare of yourselves and your families and to this end we wish you all

the very best for the coming season. I would like to acknowledge the assistance and continued support

that Pieter Haverhoek has given in keeping our life members fraternity together. Keep safe and well, and

we look forward to your continued support.

Bill Spittles

President

West Perth Life Members Association
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Congratulations to the following players who made their League debuts with
the Club in Season 2020

Round 1 – Tom Boyes
Round 1 – Zak Patterson
Round 3 – Matthew Lloyd
Round 5 – Lachlan Johns
Round 6 – Tristan Hobley
Round 8 – Heath Chapman
Round 9 – Sasha Kernutt

www.westperthfc.com.au page 33

WEST PERTH 

FOOTBALL CLUB
YEARBOOK 2020

Eight players made their league debuts with West Perth in 2020.



Congratulations to the following players who achieved milestones
game during Season 2020. 

  50 Games – Mitch Peirce 
100 Games – Tyler Keitel 
100 Games – Laine Rasmussen 
100 Games – Luke Meadows 
200 Games – Aaron Black 
200 Games – Michael Lourey 
(63 Games – Frankston FC, 26 Games Sandringham FC, 1 State Game for Victoria, 110 Games for West Perth FC)
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Breckler Medallist

Runner-up 
Jason Salecic Medallist

3rd Place 
Ken Ashdown Memorial Award

Best Clubman
Carbone Devita Award 

Rising Star

Most Courageous Player 
Wayne Dayman Medallist

Leading Goal Kicker
Ray Scott Medallist 

RESERVES

Ennis Medallist's

Equal 3rd Place 
Past Players & Officials' Award
  

COLTS

Dominish Medallist 

Runner-up 
Rosa Townsend Award

3rd Place 
Past Players & Official Award

Shane Nelson

Aaron Black 

Zac Guadagnin
Luke Meadows

Nathan Alexandre 

Zak Patterson 

Laine Rasmussen

Tyler Keitel 

Troy Yukich
Sasha Kernutt

Tom Boyes
Lachie Johns

 

Heath Chapman

Michael Mallard

Kane Bevan

Congratulations to the following players:

LEAGUE

Breckler Medallist 
Shane Nelson

Anita Nelson
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Thank you to the following sponsors of

the Colts and Talent program
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Acknowledging the generous support of our 2018 FUND A FALCON donors.
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Acknowledging the generous support of the following 

SENIORS 2020 FUND A FALCON Sponsors

THANK YOU TO ALL OF

OUR PLAYER SPONSORS 
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Acknowledging the generous support of our

2020 partners in the West Australian

Women's Football League.
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Season 2020 was a season like no other. Despite numerous health restrictions that had to be

implemented and challenges overcome, Season 2020 was the WPFC Women’s programs most

successful season. Our women’s Reserves team made finals for the first time, finishing second

on points but fourth on percentage, then narrowly losing in the 2nd Semi Final to the eventual

2020 premiers. Our Rogers Cup team finished equal fourth, missing out on finals by percentage

only.

During this short season the WPFC Women’s program had unprecedented support off the field.

The passion and commitment of the newly formed subcommittee was remarkable. I’d like to

take the opportunity to thank them all for their involvement and active participation which has

led to the growth and success of our program.

2020 saw new relationships and partnerships establish with our local community, clubs and

businesses. BGC Housing Group a strong advocate for celebrating women’s achievements and

challenging stereotypes has established an Indigenous Partnership, offering support and

assistance to Indigenous women of our club. A new Women’s Business playing guernsey was

proudly designed in a collaborative project with proud Noongar Yamatji woman Sharon Wood-

Kenney and the Djinda Wellbeing Elders and Community. Tarzara Kelly one of the recipients of

the scholarship and a Rogers Cup player took part in painting the original artwork now proudly

hanging in the club. Together we are committed to making a difference in the community.

From volunteering at Club functions to coaching future stars at Auskick Clinics we are giving

back. We’ve also undertaken a new community project supporting Indigo Junction and their

Christmas Appeal.

We welcomed a new Rogers Cup coach to the team in 2020, Steve Hazell. Although new to

female football Steve brought with him a great support team and high level of professionalism.

The term 2km time trial is now embedded in Rogers Cup terminology! The players collectively

received 22 votes in this year’s WAFLW Rogers Cup Best and Fairest count. Congratulations to

Jeevna Heer and Leuk Nelson- Marsden who represented the club in the Next Generation

Academy All Stars game in September.
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Reserves Head Coach Edward Beck headed up the coaching team for a second season in 2020

and his knowledge and insight into women’s football was invaluable. Ed continued his good

rapport with the squad with his unique explanation of drills, expectations and use of props.

Players collected 26 votes across the WAFLW Best and Fairest Awards and congratulations to

Isabel Strover, Emily Bennett and Amy Franklin who were named in the WA 18’s State Team

and to Katherine Bennett who was selected in the WAFLW All Stars Team. These two teams

played each other in September.

Congratulations also to our AFLW players, Ashton Hill, Ann McMahon, Laura Pugh and Bianca

Webb.

In September the WPFC Women’s program, submitted an application to the WAFC for a

WAFLW League Licence. Being able to provide a clear pathway for female players within the

WP district was one of the primary goals of the WPFC Women’s program in 2020. After many of

hours of hard work, consultation, and strong support of clubs within our district, WPFC was

successful in its bid and granted a provisional licence for the WAFLW 2022 Season. This is an

exciting announcement enabling planning to begin for 2022 for the female teams representing

WPFC in the red and the blue.

With the latest figures indicating 1 in 3 of all AFL players are female we are committed to

continually improving our competitiveness and professionalism, providing best practice

support for our players both on and off the field. WPFC is committed to its Female Football

Program and the Female Pathway within the district making it a destination club in 2021 and

into the future. This will start with the inaugural Falcons Female Academy in February, thus

creating a solid foundation for our WAFLW teams.

I am very proud of the support and achievements of WPFC Women’s Program 2020 and look

forward to the challenges ahead. I hope that you continue to support us and join with us in

2021 in creating a great club and culture. I look forward to working together with you all to

succeed.

Tracy Gallagher

Director of  Women’s Football 

.
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2020 WPFC2020 WPFC
  BALL LEGENDBALL LEGEND  

  
JAY VAN BERLOJAY VAN BERLO
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